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AD VER.TIS.EM JiNT 

TO THE 

SECOND EDITION. 

yIT length Peregrine Pickle makes his 
^j^J^ appearance in a new edition^ in fpite 
of all (he art and indujlry that were' 
ufed to Jiifle him in the hirthy by certain ■ 
bookfell^rs and others ^ who were at uncommon ^ 
pains to mijreprffit\t*Phe\ work:qn4''<f4lu*finiatc 
the author. \ \\ \ '. . '•/'•/ V .*•.•*! '\ '' '> 
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The performance: wi^it '''&^yi^ as an im* 
moral piece^ and a ^fifpijic^j. U^di the au^ 
thor was charged with' having defamed the. 
iharatlers of particular perfons^ to whoni 
he lay under corjiderable obligations : and 
fome formidable critics declared that the 
book was void of humour^ character ^ and 
fentiment. 

Thefe charges^ had they been fupportei 
by proofs would have certainly damned the 
writer and all his works ; and even^ unfup- • 
ported as they were^ had an unfavourable 

A 2 effeSt 



ADTEmnSEMENT. 




:n u tie 



ztit fmi^ tncx 
mis duzi^ssimr — iiii i zr :4 



nsJSim hjLS item 

'siijfmraig Cfl^cffiMic Ziif iszuri itfi item 
c^ :im ^ J'^ntsK^f ^fiEnM^^f ^ mmd tie 






y smirestjid im 






fifty, *? melsf H: anar-if^ ti z^^e fht pmi^ 
£r «zz^ ^fc5 t£^::iXi%^ *::^^Jt hf IttJ ewdea^ 
xaerBi^^^ymiBrjtZ^ meawrthf ifdbeir mce^^ 
««V ^?i5?^5Pfi*^3^ ef tht 

Us iaff-ffimzl i^iji' ria m'arcSatg oKMcemu 
mt ^pfa.gr * j j ft>ft^ ^^&^g hammwms fcemes 
he ims (sU^o^ aiieJLu- 

Urs Hm^l/yiXmi^ he %^ cenmi^iJ eoeey md-- 
vemtmre,firj% smd i^^bmt^imj ihst emdd ie 
letcirmeJ h ih w^ ^^::Me n^iJxr imi^ a 
tre^j'JjS mf^m thf nu^* if Jkcr^ 



He ^x« xri:i c.^^rUu^^ il^l m mme mr 
two iJi,7^9CfSy tf i[ji^e tr^XT i^r mmeb ig the 
fuggefiiens cfptry^j:.' rehumie^^ iinr.d reprt- 
fenied cbjra:ers as thn ett^pisrei io bint 
as that timu^ thrsugh the ex^^.TJihi^ «ie- 
Jimm ef prejudice: Hi be bets im this im^ 

frejfiim: 



ADVERTISEMENT. 

prejjion endeavoured ta make atonemetii for 
tbefe extravagances. Howsoever he may have 
erred in 'point of judgment or difcretion^ be. 
defies the whole world ta prove that he war 
ever guilty of one a£l of malice^ ingratitude j 
or dtfhonour. This deiiaration he may be 
permitted to make without incurring the im* 
putation of vanity or prej^mption^ conjidering 
the numerous fl:)afts of erivy^ rancour^ and re» 
venge^ that have lately^ both in private and 
in public^ ieen levelled' at his rtputatiom 

Nofe, The two lettert relating to thic Memoirs of a. 
Lady of Quality, inserted at the beginn ng of th*- 
third wolune^ were f^nt lo the editoi* by a perfoa ofc 
honouf« 
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CHAP. L 

4n account of Mr. Gamaliel Pickle, The dij^o-^ 
fition of his ftfler defiribed. He j^'ie.'ds to her fo* 
licitaiionSj and returns to thi country^ 

IN ^ certain county of England, boUndecI orf 
one fide by the lea, and at the diftance of 
one hundred miles from the metropolis, lived 
Gamaliel Pickle, Efq; the father of that hero 
Whofe adventures we propofe to record. He wal 
the fon of a mercha*nt in London, vi^ho, (like 
Rome) from fmall beginnings, had raifed himfelf 
to the higheft honours of the city, and acquired a 
plentiful fortune, though, to his infinite regret, 
he died before it amounted to a Plum, conjuring 
his Ton, as he refpedled the laft injundtion of i, 



2 The Adventi^res of 

parent, to imitate his induftry and adhere to \\\s 
mvumsy until he fliould have made up^^ibe de&<' 
ciency, which was a fura confiderably lefs than 
fifteen thoufand pounds. 

This pathetic remonftrance had the defired 
effeft upon his repreferitative, who fpared no pains 
to fulfil the requeft of the deceafed ; but exerted 
iEtll the capatity i^ith which nature llsKi endowed 
him, in a* feries of efforts, which, however, did 
not fucceed ; for by that time he had been fifteen 
years in trade, he found himfelf five thoufand 
pounds worfe than he was when he firfl: took 
poffeffion of his father's effefts : a circum (lance 
that ailedled htm fo nearly^ as to detach his incli- 
nations from bufincfs, and induce him to retire 
from the world, to fome place where he might at 
leifure deplore his misfortunes, and, by frugality, 
fecure himfelf from want, and the apprehenfions 
of a jail, with which his imagination was incef- 
fantly haunted. He was often heard to exprefs 
Kis fears of coming upon the pa;ri{h ; and to bleft 
God, that, on account of his having been fo long 
a houfekeeper, he was intitled to that provifion. 
In fliort, his talents were not naturally aSive, 
and there was a fort of inconfiftency in his cha- 
ra6ler ; for, with all the defire of amaffing whi^h 
any citizen could poffibly entertain, he was en- 
cumbered by a certain indolence and fluggiflinefs 
that prevailed over every interefted confideratioh, 
and eVen hindered him from profiting by that 
finglenefs of apprehenfion, and moderation of ap- 
petites, which have fo frequently conduced to the 
acqulfition of immenfe fortunes, qualities w^hich 
he pofTefTed in a very remarkable degree. Nature, 
in all probability, had miked little of nothing in- 
Sawwable in his compofition ; or, whatever feeds 



PEREGRINE PICItLE. 3 

of excefs (he might have fown within him, were 
eflFeaually ftifled and deftroyed by the aufterity df 
his education. 

The fallies of his youth, far from being inor- 
dinate or criminal, never exceeded the boutids of 
that decent jollity which an extraordinary pot, 
on extraordinary occafions, may be fuppofed to 
have produced in a club of fedate book-keepers, 
whofe imaginations were neither very warm nor 
luxuriant. Little fubjeft to refined fenfations, he 
was fcarce ever difturbed with violent emotions 
of any kind. The paffion of love never inter- 
rupted his tranquillity ; and if, as Mr, Creech 
fays after Horace, 

Not to admire is all the art I know, 

To make men happy, and to keep them fo ; 

Mr. Pickle was undoubtedly poffefled of that in- , 
valuable fecret ; at leaft, he was never known to 
betray the fainteft fymptom of tranfport, except 
oile evening at the club, where he obfervcd, with 
fome demonftrations of vivacity, that he had 
dined upon a delicate loin of veal. 

Not withft audi ng this appearance of phlegm, 
he could not help feeling his difappointments in 
trade ; and upon the failure of a certain under- 
writer, by which he loft five hundred pounds, 
declared his defign of relinquilhing bufinefs, and 
retiring to the country. In this reiolution he was 
comforted and encouraged by his only fifter Mrs. 
Grizzle, who had managed his family, fince the 
death of his father, and was now in the thirtieth 
year of her maidenhood, with a fortune of five 
thbufand pounds, and a large ftock of (Economy 
and devotion. 

Thefe qualifications, one would tlvmt, m\^t 
have been the means of abridging Oas t^iTCi t:>i 
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her celibacy, as fhe never exprefled any averfioif 
to wedlock ; but, it feems, ihe was too delicate 
in her choice, to find a -mate to her inclination in 
the city : for I cannot fuppofe that fhe remained 
fo long unfolicited ; though the charms of her 
pcrfon were not altogether enchanting, nor her 
tnannqr over and above agreeable. Exclufive of a 
very wan (not to call it fallow) complexion, which 
perhaps was the effedls of her virginity and morti- 
fication, fhe had a call in her eyes that was not at 
all engaging, and fuch an extent of mouth, as no . 
art or affeftation could contradl into any propor- 
tionable dimenfion : then her piety was rather 
peevlfh than refigned, and did not in the leaft 
diminifti a certain ftatelinefs in her demeanor and 
conyerfatiort, that delighted in communicating the 
importance and honour of her family, which, by 
the bye, was not to be traced two generations 
back, by all the power of heraldry or tradition. 

She feemed to have renounced all the ideas fho 
had acquired before her father ferved the office of 
fheriflf; and the aera which regulated the dates of 
all her obfervations, was the mayoralty of her 
papa. Nay> fo folicitous was this good lady for the 
fupport and propagation of the family-name, that, 
fuppreffing every felfifh motive, fhe aflually.pre- 
vailed upon her brother to combat with his own 
dlfpofition, and even furmount it fo far, as to de- 
clare a paflion for the perfon whom he afterwards 
wedded, as we fhall fee in the fequel. Indeed, 
Ihe was the fpur that infligated him in all his ex-- 
traordinary undertakings ; and I queftion whether 
or not he would have been able to difengage him- 
ielf from that courfe of life in which he had fo 
long mechanically moved, unlefs he had been 
roufed and aSuated by her inceffant exhortations. 
London, Ihe obferved> yn& a x^ct^v^d^ o\ Vcvv* 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE. 5 

^iiity, where an honeft unfufpeding man was 
tvery day in danger of falling a facrifice to craft ; 
l^'here innocence was expofed to continual tempt- 
ations, and virtue eternally perfecutcd by malice 
'ind flander ; where every thing was ruled by ca- 
price and corruption, and merit utterly difcou- 
laged and defpifed. This lafl imputation fhe 
pronounced with fuch emphafis and chagrin, as 
plainly denoted how far fhe confidered herfelf as 
an example of what flie advanced ; and really the 
charge was juftified by the conftrudlions that were 
put upon her retreat by her female friends, who, 
fer from imputing it to the laudable motives that 
induced her, infinuated, in farcaftic commenda- 
tions, that flie had good reafon to be diflTatisfied 
with a place where fhe had been fo long over- 
looked; and that it was certainly her wifeil 
courfe to make her laft effort in the coimtryi 
where, in all probability, her talents would be 
lefs eclipfed, and her fortune more attraflive. 

Be this as it will, her admonitions, though 
they were" powerful enough to convince, would 
have been infufficient to overcome the languor 
and vis inertia of her brother, had fhe not rein* 
forced her arguments, by calling in queAion the 
credit of two or three merchants, with whom he 
was embarked in trade. 

Alarmed at thefe hints of intelligence, he ex- 
erted himfeif effectually, he withdrew his mon^y 
from trade, and laying it out in Bank-fiock and 
India-bonds, removed to a houfe in the country^, 
which liis father had built near the fea-fide, for 
the convenience of carrying on a certain branch ' 
of traf&ck in which he had been deeply concerned. 

Here then Mr. Pickle fixed his habitation for 
life, in the fix-and-thirtieth year pf liis age ; and 
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though the pangs he felt at parting with his inti* 
mate companions, and quitting all His former con- 
nexions, •were not quite fo keen as to produce any 
dangerous dlforder in his conftitution, he did not 
fail to be extremely difconcerted at his firfl en- 
trance into a fcene of life to which he was totally 
^ ftranger. Not but that he met with abundance 
of people in the country, who, in confideration 
of his fortune, courted his acquaintance, and 
breathed notliing but friendfliip and hofpitality 2 
yet even the trouble of receiving and returning 
thefe civilities, was an intolerable fatigue to a man 
of his habits and difpofition. He therefore left 
the care of the ceremonial to his fifter, who in- 
dulged herfelf in all the pride of formality, while 
he himfelf having made a difcovery of a public 
houfe in the neighbourhood, went tliither every 
evening, and enjoyed his pipe an4 cann « bein^ 
very well fatissfied with the behaviqur of the Ian4r- 
lord, whole comn^unicative tenfipcrwas a grqgf 
cpmfort to his own taciturnity ; for he fhunned 
^1 fuperflujty of fpeech, as much ^ h^ avoided, 
^y pther unneceffary expence, 

CHAP, n, 

He is made acquainted with the charaMers of Corn^ 
m(?d0reTr\inniorvand his adherents ; meets with 
them by accident^ and contra^s an intimacy with 
that commander. 

THIS loquacious publican foon gave hinx 
(ketches of all the charadlers in the county ; 
and, ^mong others, defcribed that of his aext 
n.eightiour. Commodore Trunnion, which was 
altogether fingylar and'odd. <* The commodore 
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and youf worflrip (faid he) will in a fliort tifneLti^ 
hand and glovp ; he h^s a power of money ; ' 'aa^ 
j^nds it; like ^ princq — that is in his ow^ way-^ 
for to be fure he is a little humourfome, as thf 
faying is, and fwears woundily ; tliough I'll be 
fworn he means no more harm than a fucking 
babe. Lojd help us! it will do your honour $ 
heart good to hear, him tell a ftory, as how he lay 
along-fide of the f rench, yard-arm and vard-arra. 
board and boardy and of heaving grappiipgS) adq 
ftink-pots and -grapes, and round and double* 
headed partridges, crows a^^d carters— Laud have 
mejccy i;pon ^s! he l^as bqen a great warripi; in 
bis time, and. loft an eye and a hc^l in the fervice 
•^Then he does not live like any pther Chriftian 
l^aid-2X2a^^ b^t keeps garxifon inr his houfe, as if 
^ were in the midft of hi^ jenemies, and make(^ 
hks Servants turn put ,ki the night, wfitch anj 
watch (as b^ calls it ) aU the year round. Hi^ 
Ihabitation is 4e£endea by a ditch^ over which 
l^e has laid a draw-4?ridge, and planted his court- 
yard with patereroes continually loaded with 
jDbpt, imder ^h? dire<Elion of one Mr. Hatchway, 
who had one of his hg$ ihpt awa}'» while he 
a£led as lieutenant on board the commodore*^ 
ihip ; and now being on half«-payi lives with 
him as his companion. The lieutenant is a very 
iH-ave man, a great joker, and, as the faying is, 
hath got the length of his commander's foot— r 
Though he has another favourite in the houfp 
called Tom Pipes, that was his boatfwain's mate, 
and now keeps the fervants in order. Tom is a 
man of few words, but an excellent hand at a 
fong concerning the boatfwain's whifile, hufsle- 
cap and chuck-farthing— there is not fiich another 
pipe in the county— So that the commodore lives 

B 4 NW| 
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very happy in his own manner ; thof he be fomc^ 
times tryown into perilous paflions and quan- 
daries, by the appUcation of his poor kinfmen, 
whom he can't abide, bccaufe as how fbme of 
them were the firft occafion of his going to fea. 
Then he fWeats with agony at the fjght of an at- 
torney ; juft for all the world, as fome people 
have an antipathy to a cat ; for it fcems he was 
once at law, for ftriking one of his officers, and 
caft in a fwinging fum. He is, moreover, ex- 
ceedingly afflicted with goblins that difturb his 
reft, and keep fuch a racket in his lioufe, that 
ou would think (God blefs us !) all the devils iri 
lell had broke loofc upon him. It was no longer 
ago than laft year about this time, that he was 
tormeiited the Hvelong night by two mifchievous 
fpirts that got into his chamber, and played a 
thoufand pranks about his hammock (for there 
rs not one bed within his walls). Well, Sir, he 
rung his bell, called up all his fervants, got lights;, 
and made a thorough fearch ; but the devil a 
goblin was to be found. He had no fooner turned 
m again, and the reft of the family gone to fleep, 
tlian the foul fiends began their game anew. The 
commodore got up in the dark, drew his cutlafs, 
and attacked them both fo manfully, that, at five 
minutes, every thing in the apartment went to 
'pieces. The lieutenant hearing the noife, came 
to his affiftance, Tom Pipes, being told what 
was the matter, lighted his match, and going 
down to the yard, fired all the patereroes as fig- 
nals of diftrefs. Well to be fufe, the whole 
parifh was in a pucker : fome thought the French 
had landed ; others imagined the commodore's 
Iroufe was befet by thieves : for my own part, I 
called up two dragoons that are quartered upon 

mei 
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e; and they fwore with deacily oaths, it was a 
ng of fmugglers engaged with a party of their 
jiment that lies in tlie next village ; and moiint- 
l their horfes like lufty fellows, rode up into 
; country as faft as their beafts could carry 
m. All, Mailer 1 thefe are hard times, wheri 
induftrious body cannot earn his bread, with- 

fear of the gallov/s. Your worfhip's father 
od reft his foul \) was a good gentleman, and 
kvell refpe^led in this parifh, as ere a he that 
Iks upon neat's leather. And if your honour 
uld want a fmall parcel of fine tea or a few 
ers of right Nants, I'll be bound you (hall 
fumilh'd to your heart's content. But, as 1 
5 faying the hubbub continued 'till mominff, 
en the parfon being fent for, conjured the fpi- 

into the Red Sea ; and the houfe has been 
tty quiet ever fince. True it is, Mr. Hatch- 
y makes a mock of the whole affair ; and told 

commander in this very bleffed fpot, that the 
5 goblins were no other than a couple of jack- 
vs which had fallen down the chimney, and 
de a flapping with their wings up and down 

apartment. But the commodore who is very 
)leric, and does not like to be jeered, feil into 
lain high paflion, and ftormed like a perfeft 
rricane, fwearing that he knew a devil from 
ack-daw as well as e'er a man in the three 
igdofns. He owned, indeed, that the birds 
re found,, but denied that they were the occa- 
1 of the uproar. For my own part, mailer, 
elieve much may be faid on both fides of the 
*ftion ; thof to be fure, the devil is always 
ing about as the faying is.** 
This circumftantial accoimt, extraordinary as 
iTaS} never altered one feature in th^ counte- 

B 5 luuic^ 



10 7he Adventures of 

nance of Mr. Pickle, who having h^d it to 
end, took the pipe from his mouth, faying witFi. ; 
look of infinite fagacity and deUberation, " I <3Lo 
fuppofe he is of the Cornilh Trunnions. Wl:iat 
fort of a woman is his fpoufe ?*' " Spoufb! 
cried the other ; odds heart ! 1 don't think lie 
would marry the queen of Sheba. Lack-a-da.y ! 
Sir, he won't fuffer his own maids to lie in tlie 
garrifon, but turns them into an out-houfe, every 
night before the watch is fet. Blefs your ho- 
nour's foul, he is, as it were, a very oddifli kind 
of a gentleman. Your worfhip would have feen I 
him before now ; for, when he is well, he and 
my good mafter Hatchway come hither every 
evemng, and drink a couple of canns of rumbo 
apiece ; but he has been confined to his houfe — ? 
this fortnight by a plaguy fit of the gout, which, j" 
I'll affure your worDiip, is a good penny out of 
my pocket." ' ♦ 

At that inftant, Mr. Pickle's ears were faluted 
with fuch a ftrange noife, as even difcompofed 
the mufcles of his face, which gave immediate 
indications of alarm. This compofition of notes 
5Lt firft refembled the crjing of quails, and croak- 
ing of bull-frogs ; but as it approached nearer, 
he could diftinguiih articulate founds pronpunced 
with great violence, in fuch a cadence as one 
would expeft to hear from a human creature fcold- 
ing through the organs of an afs. It was neither " 
fpeaking nor braying, but a furprizing mixture of 
both, employed in the utterance of terms abC>- 
lutely unintelligible to our wondering merchant* 
who had juft opened his mouth to exprefs his cu- 
riofity, when the landlord, ftarting up at the well- 
known found, cried, " Odd's niggers! there is 
th|^ commodore with bis company, as fure as I 

livei'* 
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live ;" agd with his apron began to wipe the duft 
off an elbow chair placed at one fide of the fire, 
and kept facred for the eafe and convenience of 
this infirm commander. While he was thus occu- 
pied, a voice ftill more uncouth than the formep, 
bauled aloud, " Ho ! the houfe, a hoy !" Up- 
on which the publican, clapping a hand to each 
fide of his head, with his thumbs fixed to his 
ears, rebellowed in the fame tone, which he had 
learned to imitate, ** Hilloah.'* The voice 
again exclaimed, ** Have you got any attorneys 
aboard ?" and when the landlord replied, " No, 
no ;'* this man of ftrange expeSation came in^ 
fupported by his two dependants, and difplaye^ 
a figure every way anfwerable to the, oddity of 
his charafter. He was in ftature at leaft fix feet 
high, though he had contra£led an habit or 
Hooping, by living fo long on board ; his com-^ 
plexion was tawny, and his afpedl rendered 
hideous by a large fear acrofs his nofe, and a 
patch that covered the place of one eye. Being 
feated in his chair, with great formality the land- 
lord complimented him upon his being able to 
come abroad again ; and having, in a whifper^ 
communicated the n^me of his fellow gueft, 
whom the commodore already knew by report^ 
went to prepare, with all imaginable difpatch, the 
firft allowance of his favourite liquor, in three 
Separate carnis {for each was accommodated with 
bis own portion apart), while the lieutenant fat 
dowa on the blino fide of his commander ; ana 
Tom Pipes,/ knowing his diftancc, with great 
modefty toojk; his fta,tion in, tbi^ fear. After ^ 
paufe of fome minutes, the converf^tion was be- 
gun by this ferocious chiefs wha fixing his eye 
upon the li^uten^nt with a fteruuefs oi counte- 

B 6 " nance 
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naiice not to be defcribed, addrefled him in tbefe' 
words: " D — n my eyes! Hatchway, I always | 
took you to be a better feaman than to oveiTet 
our cliaife in fuch fair weather. Blood ! did*nt 
I tell you we were running bump afhore, and bid 
you fet in the lee-brace, and haul upon a wind ?'* 
** Yes, replied the otlier with an arch fneer, I 
do confefs as how you did give fuch orders, after 
you had run us foul of a poll, fo as that the car- 
riage lay along, and could not right herfelf." " I 
run you foul of a poft ! cried the commander ; 
d-^n my heart ! you're a pretty dog, an' t you, 
to tell me fo aboveboard to my face ? Did I 
take charge of the chaife ? Did I jftand at the 
helm?** " No, anfwered Hatchway; I muft 
confefs you did not fleer ; but howfomever, you 
cunned all the way, and fo, as you could not 
fee how the land lay, being blind of your lar- 

. board eye, we were fall afhore, before you knew 
any thing of the matter. Pipes, who flood 
abaft, can teflify the truth of what I fay." 
♦* D ~ n my limbs ! refumed the commodore, I 
don*t value what you or Pipes fay a rope yarn. 

• You're a couple of mutinous I'll fay npr 

toiore; but, you fhan*t run your rig upon me, 
damn ye. I am the man that learnt you, Jack 
Hatchway^ to fplice a rope, and raife a per- 
pendicular.** 

The lieutenant, who was perfeftly well ac- 
quainted with the trim of his captain, did not 
chufe to carry on the altercation any farther; 
but taking up his cann, drank to the health of the 
ftranger, who very courteoufty returned the com- 
pliment, without, however, prefuming to join 
in the converfation, which fuffered a confiderable 
paule* During this interruption, Mr. Hatchn 
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way''s wit difplayed itfelF in feveral prailical jokes 
upon the commodore, v/ith whom, he knew, it 
was dangerous to tamper in any other way. Be- 
ing without the fphere of his vifion, he fecurely 
pilfered his tobacco, drank his rumbo, made wry 
faces, and (to ufe the vulgar phrafe) cocked his 
eye at him to the no fmall entertainment of th.e 
fpe6lators, Mr. Pickle himfelf not excepted, who 
gave evident tokens of uncommon fuisfaftion at 
the dexterity of this marine pantomime. 

Mean wliile, the captain's choler gradually fub- 
fided, and he was pleafed to defire Hatchwa)', by 
the famihar and friendly diminutive of Jack, to 
read a news-paper that lay on the table before 
him. This talk was accordingly undertaken hy 
the lame Heutenant, who among other para- 
graphs, read that which follows, wich an eleva- 
tion of voice that feemed to prognofticate fom.e- 
thing extraordinay. " We are informed, that 
admiral Bower will very foon be created a Britilh 
peer, for his eminent fervices during the war, 
particularly in his late engagement with the 
French Fleet.'* Trunnion was thunder ftruck at 
this piece of intelligence. The mug dropt from 
his hand and fhivered into a thouland pieces ; 
his eye gliftened like that of a rattle- fnake, and 
fome mmutes elapfed before he could pronounce, 
** Avaft! overhaul that article again." It was 
no fooner read the fecond time, than fmiting 
the table with his fift, he ftarted up, and with 
the moft violent emphafis of rage and indigna- 
tion, exclaimed, ** D— n my heart and. liver ! 'tis 
a land lie, d'ye fee ; and I will maintain it to be a 
lie, from the Iprit-fail yard to the mizen-top-fail 
haulyards! Blood and thunder! Will. Bower a 
peer of this realm! a fellow of yefterday, that 
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fcarce knows a maft frc^ a manger ; a fnDtty- 
nofe boy, whom I myfelf have ordered to the 
gun, for ftealing eggs out of the hen-coops ! and 
I Hawfer Trunnion, who commanded a fhip be- 
fore he could keep a reckoning, am laid afide, 
d'ye fee, and forgotten ! If fo be, as this be the 
cafe, there is a rotten plank in our conftitution, 
which ought to be hove down and repaired^ 
damn my eyes ! For my own part, d'ye fee, I was 
none of your Guinea pigs ; I did not rife in the 
fervice by parliamenteermg intereft, or a hand- 
fome bitch of a wife. I was not hoifted over the 
bellies of better men, nor ftrutted athwart the 
quarter-deck in a laced doublet, and thingum- 
bobs at the w rifts. Damn my limbs ! I have been 
a hard-working man, and ferved all offices on 
board from cook's fhifter to the command of ^ 
vefTel. Here, you Tunley, there's the hand of 
a feaman, you dog." So faying he laid hold on 
the landlord's fift, and honoured him with fuch 
a fqueeze, as compelled him to roar with great 
vociferation, to the infinite fatisfad^ion of the com- 
modore, whofe features were a little unbended^ 
by this acknowledgment of his vigour ; and he 
thus proceeded in a lefs outrageous ftrain : *' They 
make a damned noife about this engagement wita 
the French ; but, egad 1 it was no more th?iii 
a bumboat battle, in coraparifon with fome that 
I have feen. There was old Rook and Jehnings> 
and another whom I'll be damned before I name, 
that knew what fighting was. As for my own 
"SJiare, d'ye fee, I am none of thofe that hollow 
in their own commendation : but if fp be that \ 
were minded to ftand my own trumpeter, fome 
pf thofe little fellows that holcj their heads fa 
high, would be ts^en ^ at^ck^ ^ the faying is : 

they 
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they would be afhamed to fhew their colours, 
d — n my eyes ! I once lay eight glafles along- fide 
of the Flour de Louie, a Irench man of war, 
though her metal was heavier, and her comple- 
ment larger by an hundred hands than mine* 
You, Jack Hatchway, damn ye, what d'ye grin 
at ? D'ye think I tell a ftory, becaufe you never 
heard it before ?** 

" Why, look ye. Sir, anfwered the lieute- 
nant, I am glad to find you can (land your own 
trumpeter on occafion : thof I wifti you would 
change the tune ; for that is the fame you have 
been piping every watch for thefe ten months 
paft. Tunley himfelf will tell you, he has .heard 
It five hundred times." " God forgive you, Mr. 
Hatchway, faid the landlord, interrupting him ; 
as I'm an honeft man and a houfekeeper, 1 never 
heard a (yllab of the matter.'* 

This aeclaratipn, though not ftriflly true, was 
extremely agreeable to NIr. Trunnion, who, with 
an air of triumph, obferved, " Aha! Jack, t 
thought I fliould bring you up, with your gibes 
and your jokes ; but fuppofe you had heard it 
before, is that any reafon why it fhpuldn't b^ 
told to another p.erfon ? There's the flranger,^ 
belike he has heard it five hundred times too ; 
han't you brother?'* addrefling himfelf to Mr. 
pickle ; who, replying with a look expreffing 
curiofity, " No, never ;" he thus went on : 
" Well you feem to be an honeft,^ quiet fort of 
a man ; and therefore you myft know,, as I faid 
before, I fell in with a French man of war> 
Cape Finifterre bearing aboqt fix leagues on the 
weather bow, and the chace three leagues to« 
leeward, going before the wind : whereupon I 
fet my ftuadipg failS| ai^ coming up with her, 

lioified 
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boifted my jack and enfign, and poured in a 
wbole broadfide, before )ou could count three 
rattlins in the mizen flirouds ; for I always keep 
a good look-out, and love to have thp firft fire.** 
•* That I'll be fworn, faid Hatchway : for the 
day we made the Triumph, you ordered the men 
to fire when ihe was hull-to, by the fame token 
we below pointed the guns at a flight of gulls ; 
and I won a cann of punch from the gunner, by 
killing the firfl bird." Exafperated at this far-j* 
cafm, he replied with great vehemence, •* You 
lie lubber ! d - n your bones \ what bufmefs 
have you to come alwa}'s athwart my haufe . in 
this -manner ? You, Pipes, was upon deck, and 
can bear witnefs, whether or not I fired too fooii. 
Speak, you blood of a , and that upon the 

word of a feaman : how did the chace bear of 
us, when I gave orders to fire ?** 

Pipes, who had hitherto fat filent, being thus 
called upon to give his evidence, after divers 
ftrange gefticulations, opened his mouth like a 
gafping cod,, and with a cadence like that of the 
eaft wind fin ging through a cranny, pronounced, 
** Half a quarter of a league right upon our 
lee-beam," " Nearer, you porpufs-fac'd fwab I 
(cried the commodore) nearer by twelve fathom : 
but, howfomever, that's enough to prove the 
falfehood of Hatchway's jaw — and fo, brother 
dVe fee (turning to Mr. Pickle), I lay along-fide 
or the Flour de Loufe, yard-arm and yard-arm, 
plying our great guns and fmall arms, arid heav- 
ing in ftink-pots, powrder-bottles, and hand- 
grenades, till our (hot was all expended, double^ 
headed, partridge and grape : then we loaded 
with iron crows, marlin fpikes, and old nails, 
but finding the Frencliman took a great deal af 

drubbings 



PEREGRINE PICKLE. 17 

idrubbing, and that he had (hot away all biir 
rigging, and killed and wounded a great number 
of our men, d'ye fee, I refolved to run him on 
board upon his quarter, and fo ordered our 
grapplings to be got ready ; but Monfieur per- 
ceiving what w^e were about, filled his topfails 
and" fheered off, leaving us like a log upon the 
water, and our fcuppers running with blood.'* 

Mr. Pickle and the landlord paid fuch extra- 
ordinary attention to the rehearfal of this exploit, 
that' Tnmnion was encouraged to entertain them 
with more ftories of the fame nature ; after which 
he obferved by way of encomium on the govern- 
ment, that all he had gained in the fervice was a 
lame foot and the lofs of an ej-e. The lieutenant, 
who could not find in his heart to lofe any oppor- 
tunity of being witty at the expence of nis com- 
manaer, gave a loofe to his fatirical talent once 
tnore, faying, ** I have heard as how you came 
by your lame foot, by having your upper decks 
overftowed with liquor, whereby you became 
cranky and roll'd, d'ye fee, in fuch a manner, 
that by a pitch of the fliip, your (larboard heel 
•was jammed in one of the fcuppers ; and as for 
the matter of your e)'e, that wsus knocked out by 
your own crew when the Lightning was paid on: 
there's poor Pipes, who was beaten into all the 
colours of the rainbow for taking your part, and 
giving you time to (heer off; and I don't find as 
how you have rewarded him according as he de- 
ferves." As the commodore could not deny the 
truth of thcfe anecdotes, however unfeafonably 
they were introduced, he afFe6led to receive them 
with good humour, as jokes of the lieurenant*s 
own inventing ; and replied, " Ay, avs Jack, 
every body knows your tonguc'is no flander; 
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but, howfomever, Til work you to an oil fo^ 
this, you dog." So faying he lifted up one of hi^ 
crutches, intending to lay it gently a-crofs Mr^ 
Hatchway's pate ; but Jack, with great agilit}^, 
tilted up his wooden leg, with which he wardec^^ 
off the blow, to the no fniall admiration of Mr. 
Pickle, and uttef aftonifhment of the landlord, 
who, by the bye, had expreffed the fame amaze- 
ment, at the fame feat, at the fame hour, every 
night for three months before. Trunnion then 
direSing his eye to the boatfwain's mate. ^ You 
Pipes (laid he), do you go about and tell people 
that I did not reward you for Handing by me, 
when I was hufsled by thcfe rebellious rapfcal- 
lions ; damn you, ha'n't you been rated on the 1 
books ever fiiice?'* Tom, who indeed had nQ I 
words to fpare, iaX finoakiog his pipe with great i 
indifference, ancl never drearned,- ox paying any re- 
gard to thefe interrogations ; which being repeat- 
ed and reinforced with many o^ths, tliat (hpWT 
ever) produced no effeft, the commodore pullfi4 
out his purfe, faying!| ^ Here vou bitch's babyt 
Acre's fomething better than a unart ticket ;" and 
threw it at his lilent delivererj who received and 
pocketed his bounty, without the leaft demonftra-r 
tion of furprize or fatisfaftion ; while the donor 
turning toMr.Pickle, ** You fee, brotlier (faid he)^ 
I make good the old. faying, we failors get money 
like horfes, and fpend it like affes ; corpe, Pipes, 
let's have the boatfwain's whittle, and be jovial." 
This mufician accordingly applied to his mouth- 
the filver.inftrument that hung at a button hole 
of his jacket, by a chain of the fame metal, and 
though not quite fo raviftiing as the pipe of 
Hermes, produced a found fo loud and ftirill, that 
the ftranger (as it were inftin£lively) flopped 

lus 
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lars, to prefim^e his organs of. hearing from 
I a dangerous inv^fiop. Thp prelude being 
. executed. Pipes fixed his eyes upon the egg 
m oilrich th^t depended fcpm the ceilii 
without once moving them from that objei 
ormed the whole cantata in a tone of voice 
feemed to be the joint ifliie of an Irifli bs^g- 
, and a fow-gelder's horn ; the commodore, 
lieutenaiit and landlord jc^ned in the choru^ 
ating this elegant ftanza^ 

Bujftl?, buftlc, brave boy$ ! 

I^t us Hng, let us toil, 

And drink all the while. 

Since labour's the price of our joys. 

he third line was no fooner pi>pnQimccd> tbuxi^ 
cao^ w^s lifted ^<^ evie^^ w^% ipouth with 
1^1^ uniformity ; 4nd the o^t word takexir 
t tlvs end of their draught with a twamg^ 
Uy expreQive and harmonious. In ihoi^C 
company beg^n to underft^ui^ ooe another \ 
Pickle feemed to reli(b the entertainment, 
a correfpondence immediately commenced 
een him and Trunriion, who fliook him by 
^and, dr^k to further acquaintance, and 
invited him to a mefs of pork and peafe in 
garrifon. The compliment was returned, 

fellowfliip prevailed, and the night was 
y far advanced) when the. merchant's man 
ed with a lanthorn to light his mailer home ; 

wliich, the new friends parted, after a 
lal promil^ pf meeting next evening in the 
place* 

CHAP. 
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Chap. hi. 

idrs. Grizzle exerts her/elf in finding a proper ^ 
_ match for her brother ; who is accordingly intro- 
duced to the yoiing lady^ whom be marries in iue 

Jeafon. 

I Have been the more circumftantial in opening 
the chara6ler of Trunnion, becaufe he bearar 
si confiderable fh^e in the courfe of thefc me- 
moirs ; but, now it is high time to refiime the 
confideration of Mrs. Grizzle, who, fince hef 
arrival in the country, had been engroffed by a 
double care, namely that of finding a futtablc 
match for her brother, and a comfortable yoke* 
fellow for herfelf. 

Neithei;was this aim the refult of any Sni- 
fter or frail fuggeftion, but the pure dilates of 
that laudable ambition, which prompted her to 
the prefervation of the family name. Nay, jRj 
difinterefted was fhe in this purfuit, that, pofl- 
poning her neareft concern, or at leaft leaving 
her own fate to the filent operation of her charms, 
fhe laboured with fuch indefatigable zeal in be- 
half of her brother, that before they had been 
three months fettled in the coimtr)'', the general 
topic of converfation in the neighbourhood, was 
an intended match between the rich Mr. Pickle 
and the fair Mifs Appleby, daughter of a genlle- 
man who lived in the next parifti, and who, 
though he had but little fortune to beflow upon 
his children, had (to ufe his own phrafe) re- 
plenifhed their veins with fonie of the befl blood 
in the country, 

Tbii 
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This young lady whofe charafter ancj dilpo- 
fition Mrs. Grizzle had inveftigated to her owil 
fatisfaftion, was deflined for the fpoufe of Mr. 
Fickle, and an overture accordingly made to her 
faher, who being overjoyed at the propofal, gave 
his confent without hefitation, and even recom- 
ftiended the Immediate execution of the projeft 
Ivith fuch eagernefs, as feemcd to indicate either 
a fufpiciort of Mr. Pickle's conftancy, or a diffi- 
dence of his own daughter's complexion, which 
perhaps, he thought too fatiguine to keep much 
longer cool. The previous point being thus fet- 
tled, our merchant, at the inftigation of Mrs. 
Grizzle, went to vifit his future father-in-law, 
and was introduced to the daughter, with whom 
he had, that fame afternoon, an opportunity of 
being alone. What pafTed in that interview, I 
never could learn, though from the charafler of 
the fuitor, the reader may juftly conclude, that 
ihe was not much teized with the impertinence 
of hisaddrefTes. He was not, I believe, the lefs 
Welcome for that reafon ; certain it is, (he made 
no objediion to his taciturnity, and when her 
Neither communicated his refolution, acquiefced 
with the moft pious refignation. But, Mrs. Griz- 
zle, in order to give the lady a more favourable 
idea of his intelleds tlian what his converfatioH 
could poi&bly infpire, was refolved to didlate a 
letter, which her brother (hould tranfcribe and 
tfanfmit to his miftrefs, as the produce of his own 
underftanding ; and had aAually compofed a very 
tender billet for this purpofe; yet her intention 
was entirely fruftrated by the mifapprehenfioii of 
the Jover himfelf, who, in confequence of his 
filler's repeated admonitions, anticipated her 
fclicme) by writing for himfelf, 3J\d diC^^tdawv^ 
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the letter one afternoon, while Mrs. Grizzle was 
vifiting at the parfon*s. 

Neither was this ftep the efFeft of his vanity or 
precipitation ; but having been often allured by 
nis filter, that it was abfolutely necefTary for him 
to make a declaration of his love in writing, he 
took this opportunity of afting in conformity with 
her advice, when his imagination was unengaged 
or undlfturbed by any other fuggeftion, without 
fufpefting in the leaft that (he intended to fave 
him the trouble of exercifing his own genius. 
Left, therefore, as he .imagined, to his own in- 
ventions, he fat down and produced the following 
itiorceau, which was tranfmitted to mifs Appleby, 
before her filler and counfellor had the leaft inti- 
mation of the affair. 

Mifs Sallx Appleby. 

Madam, 

UNderftanding you have a parcel of heart, 
warranted found, to be difpofed of, fhall 
be willing to treat for faid commodity, on reafon- 
able terms ; doubt riot, fliall agree for fame ; fliall 
wait of you for further information, when and 
where you fliall appoint. This the needful from 

Yours, &c. 

Gam. Pickle. 

This laconic epiftle, fimple and unadorned as 
it was, met with as cordial a reception from the 
perfon to whom it was addreffed, as if it had 
been couched in the moft elegant terms that deli- 
cacy of paflion and cultivated genius could fup- 
ply: nay, I believe, w^s the more welcome, on 

X 
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account of its metcatitile plainnefs; becaufc 
when an advantageous match is in view, a fenfi-**« 
ble v^onian often confiders the floveeiy profeffions 
atid rapturous exclamations of love, as enfnaring 
fittir^iguities, or at beft impertinent preliminaries, 
that rfetard the treaty they are defigned to pro- 
mote : whereas Mr. Pickle removed all difagree- 
able uncertainty, by defcending at once to the 
moft Intereftihg particular. 

She had no fooner, as a dutiful child, commu- 
nicated this billet-doux to her father, than he as a 
careful parent vifited Mr. Pickle, and in prefence 
of Mrs. Grizzle, demanded a formal explanation 
df his fentiments with regard to his daughter 
Sally. Mr. Gamaliel, without any ceremony, af- 
fured him he had a refpeft for the young woman, 
and with his good leave, would take her for bet- 
ter for worfe. Mr. Appleby after having ex- 
preffed his fatisfaiftion that he had fixed his affec- 
tions in his family, comforted the lover with the 
aflurance of his being afgreeable to the young 
Ikdy,* and they forthwith proceeded to the ar- 
ticles of the marriage-fettlement, which being 
difcuffed and determmed, a lawyer was ordered to 
engrofs them; the wedding-cloafhs were bought, 
and in ftiort, a day was appointed for the cele- 
bration of their nuptials, to which every body of 
any fafhion in the neighbourhood was invited. 
Among thefe conimooore Trunnion and Mr* 
Hatchway we?e not forgotten, being the fole 
companion^ of the bridegroom, with whom, by 
this time,' they had contrafted a fort of intimacy 
at their noftumal rendez^oiis. 

They had received a previous intimation of 
what was on the anvil, from the landlord, before 
Mt; Picklr thought proper to declare himfelf ; in 
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<^ viads, cbc tope of dbe aoc 

^g^crsaanfe-'s ^^DCfixA zt rhHr c^fctii^ fix: 

gJ crrtsragT be£vs, b^ bees dif fuOv and | 

of matriziijnT, oq windi Ix bJcf fortii 

grsar \'t:lifma>^ of abnJ*, levelieji at the (ai 

wix>m hs rcprefenrcd 2S i^ils incarnate, 

from ae3 to tormeat laankind ; and in pai 

LtT, inveigbed agzLnil old maids, for \irLo 

feen^ed to entertain a fii^iilar averiioii ; 

bis friend Jack confirmed the truth of a 

allegatiGiis and grati&d his own malignant 

at the (ame time, \rf cl^icbing every fen 

with a fly joke upon the married llate, , 

upon fome allufion to a (hip or fea-friring 

He compared a woman to a great gun k 

with fire, brimBone and noife, which being 

lently heated, will bounce and fly, ancT pla^ 

devil, if you don*t take fpecial care of her bn 

ings. He laid flie was like a hurricane that i 

blows from one quarter, but veers about t 

points of the compafs : he likened her to a pa 

galley curioufly rigged, with a leak in her ] 

which her hufband would never be *^ble to 

He obfer\'ed that her incfinations were like 

Bay of Bifcay ; for why ? becaufe you 

heave your deep fea lead long enoueh, wit 

ever reaching the bottom. That he who c< 

to anchor on a wife, may find hlmfelf mo 

in damned foul ground, and after all, can't 

lui blood flip his cable ; and that for his 

art, thof he might make fliort trips for pafl 

le would never embark in woman on the vo' 

of life, becaufe he was afraid of foundering ir 

firll foul weather. 

In all probability, tliefe infinuatlons made 1 
Imprcflion on the mind of Mr. Pickle, who' 
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not very mv<^ inclined to run great riiks of saijjt 
kind; but the inju^^ons aad ifnportunities dlP^ 
fais fifter, who was bent upon die. match, over* 
balanced d|ke opinion of his fea friends, wbp 
finding bim determined to marry, notwithftand- * 
ing all the hints of caution they had thrown out, 
refolved to accept his invitation, and nonoure4 
liis niq>tijds with their prefence accordingly. 

C li A p. IV. 

7A^ kbavmr of Mrs. Grizzle at the txjuddhq^ 
with an aumnt Bfthiffiefti. 

I Hope it wiM not be tliought uncharitafefci if I 
. advance by W^y <>f^ conji<Shite, thit Mrs; 
Crizzlf, on this'jgrand occafioh, fmnmoned het 
l(rhol6 exectiori, to j^liy off tjie altilfcry df \^\ 
chartnSy upon thefingle gentlemen who Were in^ 
Vited to the entertainment : fure I arii (he dil^ 

fJayed to the beft advantage aJl theehjgaging qua^ 
ities fte pofleffeci : her affability at dmner Was 
altogether liiicbtnfnon, her attention to th«j gtieflj 
was fimerfluoulfy hofpitabfe, her. tt^ngue was 
flieathaa With a moft agreeabte artd ihfantiire Hfj^ 
her adarefs was perfedly oWlging ; and thbughj 
confcious of the extraordinary capacity of ner 
ftiouth,' fhe w6luld not venture to hazara a Mug^, 
fhe modelled her lips intt) an enchanting fimpcr*, 
which played upon her countenance aHjray^ 'On^ j 
ha/ (he* evfen profited by ihat defeat irt hl^r vijfioii 
We have sJready'bbferved, ahd'fecurify contem* 
bTat^'t^fe fcfifetiries Which were moff to her lil^-* 
mg, wnSe the^reft of the company believed hef 
regaf ai were di^fed in a cferit^ coittriry dli^atiortv 
*^ what humffity of cdttvnlaitect ^idi^^it?- 
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.^lye the cpm^Hmenti df . thofe 'whd' could not 
help praifing ' tile ' ^feg^ce of tfte banqti^t ^1 * and 
liow jSioufly did file fetee that ' opportunity of 
commemoralting the honours of her firci by ob- 
lerving that it was no merit in her to underftarid 
Ibmethirig of entertainments, as'flie had occafion 
to pre fide at fo ttiiny, 'ddrirlg the rnayoralty of her 
papa ! Fair fr6m difcovering the lean fymptom of 
ftride and exaltfitioiiy when the opulence of her 
family became the fubjedl of converfation, flie 
alTumed a feverity df countenance ; and after 
liaving- moralized on the vanity of riches, de- 
clared that thofe who looked upon her as a for- 
pji^e^^yfl^r^ very, much miftake^ ; , for her fathar 
Ij^d/f^t her |iQ mqir^ th^ ppor five thoufar^ 
f Qpn^?* which, with what little fhe had fayed of 
the ^ntereA fince his fieath, was^iall fhe haid to de- 
pend updn : indeed, if fhe had placed her chief 
felicity in, yv^alth, fhe fhould not have been fo 
fprward in, deftroymg her. own expeftations, by 
^vifing ^d prompting the event at which they 
w?ere now, fo. happily, ^ffembled; but/ fhe hoped 
fjie fho^lxjUalw^ys have virtue enough to pbflpone 
any intei;efled confideration, when it fhould hap- 

?en to.elafh with the happinefs of her friends, 
"inally, fuch was her modefty and felf-dehial, that 
fli^ induftrioufly informed thofe whom it might 
cotjcern, that fhe was no lefs than three years 
oj^^rthap the bridq; though had flie added ten 
to the. reptoning, fhe would hav6 cpmmitted no 
jx^flake.in point of computation. 
. Tp contribute as much as lay iri her pow:er to 
the fatisfailion of all prefent, fhe in the afternoon 
riQg^ed them with a tune on the harpfichord, ac- 
cpiopanied with her voice, which, though not the 
49f^ melodious in the world, I dare fay, would 
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faaive be'eiT eqieJly at their fervice, could £he have 
vycd with Philoind in foiig ; and as the laft effort 
of her complaifance, when dancing was propofed, 
flbe was prevailed upon, at the requeft of her new 
filter,, to open the ball in perfon. 

In a word, Mrs. Grizzle was the principal figure 
in this feflival, and almoft eclipfed the bride, who^ 
far from feeming to difpute the preheminence, 
very wifely allowed her to make the beft of her 
talents ; contenting herfelf with the lot to which 
fortune had already called her, and which flie 
imagined would not be the lefs defirable, if her 
fifter-in-law were detached from the family, 

I believe I need fcarce advcrtife the reader^ 
that during this whole entertainment, the com-* 
modore and his lieutenant were quite out of their 
element ; and this, indeed, was the cafe with the 
bridegroom himfelf, who being utterly unac-v 
quainted with any fort of polite commerce, found 
Limfelf under a very difagreeable rejftraint during 
tlic whole fcene. 

Trunnion, who had fcarce ever been on fliore 
till he was paid off, and never once in his whole 
life in the company of any females above the 
rank of thofe who herd upon the Point at Portf- 
mouth, was more embarraffed alx)ut his beha- 
viour tlian if he had been furrounded at fea by 
the whole French navy. He had never pro- 
nounced the word Madam fince he was born ; Ai 
that. far from entering into converfation with the 
ladies, he would not even return the con^pliment, 
or give the leafl nod of civility when they drank 
to' his health; and I verily believe, woula 'rat^i^r 
have fuffercd fuffocation than alfowed the fimple 
phrafe, your fervdnU ^o proceed from, his mouth. 
He was altogether as inflexible with r^f^Ato iK^ 
i C 2 ^XUta^ 
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attitudes of his body ; fcMr etcher tbrongh €bQi^ 
Hacy or baflifulneis, he fet uprif^ without mo^ 
tion, infomoch that he provokm the mittb of a 
eertaiii wag, who addrefling hlmlielf to the fiea-* 
tenant, afked whether that was the commodore 
himfelf, or the wooden lion that uled to ftand at 
his gate ? An image, to which it muft be owned^ 
Mr. Trunnion's perfon bore no foint lefemblance. 

Mr, Hatchway, -vidio was not quite fb nnpo* 
liihed as the commodore, and had certain notions 
that feemed to approach the ideas^ of common hfe, 
made a lefs uncouth appearance ; but then he was 
a wit, and though of a very peculiar genius, par* 
took largely of that difpofition whidi is common 
to ail wits, who never enjoy themfetves, except 
when their talents meet with thofe marks of dif* 
tinftton and veneration, which (in their own 
opinion) they deferve. 

Thefe circuraftances being premiied, it is 
not to be wondered at, if this triumvirate made 
no. objeflions to the propofal, when fome of 
the grave perfonages of the company made a 
motion for adjourning into another s^artment, 
where they might enjoy their pipes and bodies, 
while the young folks mdulged themfelves in the 
continuance of their own favourite diverfionr 
Thus refcued, as it were, from a ftate of annihi- 
lation, the firft ufe the two lads of the caftlc 
made of their ^xiftence, was to ply the bride- 
groom fo hard with bumpers, that in lefc than 
an hour he made divers eirorts to ling, and foon 
after was carried to bed, deprived of all msmner 
of fenfation, to the utter dilappointment of the 
bridemen and maids, who, by this accident, were 
prevented from throwing the ftocking, and per- 
forming certain other ceremonies pra£iifed on 

tich 



PEREGRINE PICKLE. 29 

fuch occafiom. As few the bride, flie bore this 
tmsfemme with great good humour, and indeed^ 
on ali occaiions, behaved hke a difcreet womai^ 
perfe8:i)r wdl acquakted with the nature of her 
own fituation. 

C H A P. V. 

Mrs. Pickte njfumes iht reins ofgwernment in her 
cwn family ; her fifter^-in^-aw undertakes an en' 
terprize of great moment ; but is for feme time dU 
verted from her purpofe^ by a very inter efAng con- 

. Jideratlon. 

\X7Hate^r deference, not to fay fid)mi{rioxiv 
^^ flie had pwd to Mrs. Grizzle befoi^e 
file was fo nearly allied to her family^ (he qo 
fomer became Mrs. Pickle^ than ihe tiu>tt|^ht it 
incumbent upon her to a£l up to the digmty pf 
the chara^r ; and the very day after im mar- 
rii^, ventur^ to di^te Ivith hej: nfter*in-la>f 
on dhe fubjed of her own pedigree, which (h^ 
affinned to be more honound3le in all refpe^ 
thaa that of her bufband ; obferving that (ihrer<s4 
yopnger brothers of her houfe had arrived at the 
ftation of lord mayor of London, which was the 
higheft pitch of greatnefs that any of Mr. Pickle'ft 
predeceSbrs had ever attained. 

This prefutfiption was l&e a thunderbolt to 
Mrs. Grizzle, who began to perceive that Oie 
iaiad not fucceeded quite fo well as (he imagined^ 
in fele&ing for her brother a gentle and obedient 
yoke^fellow, who would always treat her with 
that {Mx>found refpe^l which (he thought due to 
her fuperior genius, and be entirely regulated by 
her advice aiid dire£tion : however Ibe iliU conr 

C 3 tinued 
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tinned to manage the reins of government in the 
houfe, reprehending the fervants as tdual ; an of- 
fice ihe performed with great capacity, and in 
which fhe fcemed to take fingular dehght, until 
Mrs. Pickle, on pretence of confulting her cafe, 
told her one day Ihe would take that trouble upon 
herfelf, and for the future affume the manage- 
ment of her own family. Nothing could be more 
mortifying to Mrs. Grizzle than fuch a declara- 
tion, to which, after a confiderable paufe, and 
flrange diftortion of look, fhe replied, <* I fliall 
never refufe or repine at any trouble that may 
conduce to my brother's advantage.'* " Dear 
madam," anfwered the filler, " I am infinitely 
obliged to your kind concern for Mr. Pickle*s 
intereft, which I confider as my own, but I can- 
not bear to fee you a fufferer by your friendffaip ; 
and, therefore, infift upon exempting you from 
the fatigue ybu have borne fo long.** 
• In vain did the other proteft that fhe took 

})lcafure in the tafik ; Mrs. Pickle afcribed the af- 
ixratice to her excefs of complaifance, ani ex* 
prefled fuch tendernefs of zeal for her dear fifter's 
health and tranquillity, that the reluftant maiden 
found herfelf obliged to refign her authority, 
withotil enjoying tne leaft pretext for complain** 
ing of her being depofed. 

TThis difgrace was attended by a fit ofpeeviih 
devotion that lafted three or four weeks ; during 
which period, fhe had the additional chagrin of 
feeing the young lady gain an abfolute afcendency 
over ^he mind of her brother, who was perfuaded 
to f(6t Up a gay equipage, and improve his houfe* 
keeping, by an augmentation in his expence, to 
the araoiint of a thoufand a year at leafl : tho' 
his alteration in the ceconomv of hishoufehold 
- . effeded 
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fff€;^d,npi;tej?geiijtliisQwn^^i^^ pr man- 

ner Q^ lif^i fox as foon as the painful ceremony 
of jreijeivijjgpand returning vifits was, performed^ 
he li^.recourfe again to the company of liis fea- 
frie^ds, with whom he fpent the befl: part of his 

tune. But if he was fatisfied with his condition, 

I • . . . 

the ^iafe was otherwife with Mrs. Grizzle, wbo 
finding her importance irpi^the f^amily greatly di- 
minifti^d, her attradlions' neglefted by all the 
male-l-fcx in the neighbourhopdL and the wither- 
ing hand of timp hang threatening,over hei: head, 
began to feel thp horror of eternal virginity, and 
in a fort of defperation, refolved at' any rate to 
refcup herfelf froni. that reproachful and. uqcom- 
fortable fttuatioi). ,Thus de.terminedj Ihe formed 

I5nt;cij?ri?j^ ai^ fpffiqi^^^ ih?Hi l^ers, wovild have 

ojther.than, to. ip^ke a cpnqi^ft^or thecommo- 
dopre';^ ]ieaj;t, wlMi^i^ the re^ulgr will eafily beUev6 
wa§ .|iqt,,V9ryjfuif(;eptible of tender impreffions; 
tejt,4Pp. jtjie,con|raiy, forti^ed Vijh iiuenfibility 
fi^^ipr^udif;^^ aggiinft. the dx^r^is of the wjjole 
(f |i^;;ai^4 PfT^^^^fWly iprepoffefled .tp the prejudice 
^ fha.% ,p^ ,di^ii:^uilhe;d by the appeflatipn of 
i^jri^d$, ip^wh^ch Mrs, Grizzle was, by $Iiia 
tlm^' unhappily ranked. 3he never^helefs took 
the >*field^ ^ii^id having invt?fted this feemingly im- 
?i^e^^}h %^#». began tp break gr9undoue 
4#3rf Wl?^n Jir%»i9flP^^^^ ^ J^er brother's, by 
fei^fil^g SPf.tm.^^^^^k^S cpmiwpd^tions oa 
t^.lWl^^yh W fi^erit^. of fea-fa^ing Jf ople^j 

P?yifi&-^ P^^ti^F attention to his plaire, .ajad af- 
i^ipg j^Ompefi ojf approbation at every, tljing he 
bJ/iy ."^^ch ^y any mea^s fhe could conffru^ into 

C 4 ^; ' -' ^^^^ 
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nay, even when he left decency an the |eft haod^ 
(whicVwas often tho cafe) ihe ventured to re^ 
primandhis freedcnn of fpeech witl^.a gracious 
gnn» faying, ^* Sure you gentlemen bdonging 
to the fea have fuch an odd way with you/' 
But all this complacency was fo inefFedual) that, 
bs from fufpcfting the true caufe of it, tlie com- 
modore, that very evening, at the club, in pre- 
fence of her brotlier, with wliom, by this time, 
be could take any manner of freedom, did not 
fcruple to damn her for a fquinting, block-faced, 
chattering pifs-kitchen ; and immediately after 
drank deipair to all old maids. The toaft Mr. 
Fickle pledged without the leaft hefitaEtio% 
and next day intimated to his filler, who bore 
the indignity wieh iincprifing refigtiatiorl, andiKi 
not tltefefore'delift'frotn her fcheme, uik|>rcM^ 
as it fftmed to ht^ tmtil her attention wfts tuSm 
^ff, and engaged in another care, whtcl^ fer 
£ome time, ii;iterrupted the ptogrefs of this de^ 
fign» Her filler nad not been married tnnRy 
ittonths, when fhe , exhibited evident ryni]^toifii 
of pregnanqy, to the geheral latisfaflion of alt 

gncenied) and the inexptreifiUe joy ef-*MBr 
azzle, who (as we have already hinted) wi« 
inott interefled in the prefervation of the fmnily- 
fiame, than in any other confideration what<* 
ever. She theiefore no fooner difcovered zjpftht^ 
ances to jtrKfy and confirm her hopes, than ]k>ft-t 
^ning her own pcrrpbtfe, and laj^ng afide thai 
tique and refentmeint (he had conceived froni^ thp 
t^hayi^ur of Mrs. Pickle, when (he iup^dfal 
her authority ; or peihaps, considering her in fKi 
other light than that of the veUcle which cpn« 
tainedy and was deftined to convey her brother*! 
Wir to fight» Ihe detennined to exert tor iitter«» 
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m6tt in iMirfii^ tending, and cheriflung hei^ 
Airing the term of her irapcMtant charge. With 
This view (he purchafed Culpepper's Midwifiy^ 
which, with that fagacious performance £gnified 
with Ariflotle's name, flie ftudied with indt&ti<^ 

f^le casi;, atid diligently penifed the Compleat 
loufewife, together with (^incy*s Difpenfatoryi. 
culling every jelly, marmalade^ and- conlierve 
wMch thefe aiithors recommend as etcher lalutarir 
or toothfome, for the benefit and ccmifort of her 
fifter-in^law, during her geftatioa. She reftrided! 
her from eating roots, pot-herbs^ fruit, and ali 
forts of Vegetables ; and one day whetl Mrs. Pickle 
had plucked a pe^h wkh her own haad^ and 
i^raiin the vtfy aA of putting k bawe c a her 
teeth, Mm. Gri^^le perceived the raft attempt^ 
md running t^ to her, M i^pon her knees m 
die gsfrden, impaling her, widi tears in her 
eyes, ^toitM fdch a pernicious appente. Her 
Tequeft wasno feoner con^lied wkh, thani, recoil 
fc^dfing that if he)* fiftet's^ longing was baulked^ 
the child might be affefled with (bme dHagreeable 
nWk, df deplorable ' direaTef fte bened as elur- 
adftly that die would fwallow the fniks, and in 
Ihe^ mean time tm for (bene cordial wtoter of het 
own'compofing, which ibe forced vponhet fiiker^ 
as an antidote to the poifon ih« hadreiceived*^ 

Tins ex^(&ve zeai and tendemefs did not bil 
t6 be very tMmbkfi^me to Mn. Pidde^ who 
Hat^g fev<^v<ed divers plans for the .lecovfry of 
Iter own esde^ at length determinrdi to engags 
Mm. Grizzle in (licb emj^oyinefit 4s wpvU inteis^ 
tupt that ctofe attendance wt^hihe found ib 
teazing and £fagreeable» Neither did fte wait 
long for an of^chrttinky ol putting her idcteioii 
SI fxtfflict4 T^ veTf next 'day, a g tm k mm 
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bap^limg to dine with Mr. Pickle^ uitfottu*- 
nately mentioned a pine-apple, part of which he 
had eatdh a week before at the houfe of a noble-: 
inan who lived in another part of the country, 
at the difl^ce of an hundred miles at leaft. 
r J The name of this fatal fruit was no fooner 
pronounced than Mrs. Grizzle, who ince&antly 
watched her fifier's looks, took the alarm, be*: 
cauie (he thoudbt they gave certain indications 
t)f curicrfity and defire ; and after having obfepved 
that ihe herfelf could never eat pine-apples, which 
wens altogether unnatural produdlions, extorted 
iiy the force of artificial fire, out of filthy manure, 
kiked with a fiuikering voice, if Mrs. Pickle 
was not of her way of thinking ?. This young 
fady,' who wanted neither flyneis nor pen^ra^ 
.tion, at once divined her meaning, and replied 
S!rith feeming imconcern, that for her own pai^ 
ihe fliould never rapine, if there wai^ not a^ pinef 
•apple in the univerfe, .provided (he could ini- 
4alge herfelf with the ft^dls of her own couzir 

'TUs anfwtr was calculated for thfs bene& 

«of ^tfae ftranger, whd ; would certainly have fuJFf 

-jisTedfor jns .impnidence by the relentment ^ 

hits. Grizzly hsd her fijter j^xpreffed the leaft 

rehih for tlie fmit in quefiion. It had the d&- 

ifired e£kdy^ and re*«fta]i|lifiied the peace of the 

comp^'}(v which wa$,nK»t a little endangered by 

idle geiitleniah's want of confideration. Neaqt 

snommgi) However, after breakfaft, the pregnaoft 

•lady, in purfuance of her plan, yawned (as k 

rwere by acddent) full in the face of her maiden 

fifter, who being infinitely difturbed by th^ 

xeoEfVulfion,. afiini^ it was a fymptom of lon^ 

'ing> .aa4 infixed upon koowiipg t];^ 9^X^^ ui 

-, I ^ % ^ ' defixe. 
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Imil^ told her flie ^^^^^^f^ a^QK)!): 4e]iciQif^ 
pipe-apple in her fleepV* ;;tlu§.^^ was 

atteqded with an immediate .fcr^ih^ I^ttf5re4 by 
Mrs', Grizzle, who inftantly perceiving her filler 
furprized.at the exclamation> clafped her in her 
arms, and afTured her, with a fort of hyfteric^I 
laugh, that (he could not help fcfeamiag with joy, 
becaufe' (he had it in her pp^^r to £raxify l>ef 
dear, fifth's wiffi ; a lady in t|(^ ,jTk^ighbQphoQa 
having promifed to fend her> ip^?i priefi^rit,, a cou- 
ple of delicate pine-apples, which Ihe would 
that very day go in queft of. 

Mrs- , Pickle would by ,no means confent to 
this jpfopofal, on pretence of fparing the other 
unneceflary fatigue; and aiTured, her, that if (he 
had any defire to eat a pine-apple, it was fo faint, 
diat'the difappointment could produce na bad 
cooTequence^ But this alTurance \fas conveyed 
ia a maojaer (which ihe knew ve^ well how to 
adopt) that inAead oC diiTuading, gather ftimu- 
lated Mrs. Grizzle to fet out immediately, not 
on a vifit to that lady, whofe promife (he herfelf 
had feigned with a view of confulting her filler'a 
tranquu^^^ but on a random fearch thro' the 
whole, country for tliis unlucky fruit, wlxich "vyas 
like to produce fo much .vexation and prejudice 
to her and her father's houfe. 
. During tluree \y hole days an4 nights, did (ho, 
attended by a valet, ride fjom place to, placc^ 
without fuccefs^ unmindful of heir hea}th, andf 
carelels pf her reputation^ that .begaa jto fuifer. 
ijroin the nature ojf her inquiry, which wai pm* 
(iied witKTuch peculiar eagemefs an^l diftra<£llon,, 
that, every bcj^y with whom ihe converled, jboktci 
, ^.,i f ;: C 6 upua 
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ttpcHi her as an unbappy perfon^ whofe itvtdlefii 
were not a little cKfocdfered. 
' Baffled in ail her refearchei within the coanty> 
file at length i^olved to vifit that very nobleman^ 
at whofe houfe the officious flranger had been 
(for her) fo unfortunately regaled, and actually 
arrived in a poft-diaife at the place of his habitat 
tion, vrhere flie introduced her bufinefs as ai) 
affidr on which the happinefs of a whole family 
depended. By virtue of a prefent to his lord- 
(hip's ^rdener fhe procured the Hefperian fruit^^ 
with which fhe returned in triumphs 

CH A R VL 

Mrs. Grizzle is indefatigable in grattfyH^ b^ 
fift9r\ hngin^s. Peregrine is biurn^ and tmi'^ 
mtged contrary ta the dire£li$ns md renmijlranm 
cfhis auht^ wb^, ii dijgyftid upM that accmnt %, 
md refumei the plan wbifh Jbe badbefcre re*^ 
jeffid. 

THE fucccfs of this device would have en*- 
couraged Mrs* Pickle to praftife more of 
the feme fort upon her fifter-in-law, had flie nor 
bee9 deterred by a violent fever which feizedhei^ 
zealouf ally, 'mn confequence of the fatigue and 
uneafinefs flie had undergone ^ which^ while it 
lEkfted, aft eiie<%ially conduced to her repofc, a^ 
»ny other fcratagem fljc couW invent. But Mrs,^ 
Griazle's hcrfth was no fboner reftorcd', than the 
other being as much incommoded as ever, wai 
obliged, in her own defence, to have recourfet<> 
lome other contrivance } i^manafed her ortifi-* 

ce» 
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ces in fuch a manner, as leaves it at this day ^ 
dotd>t, i^ether ihe was neafly fo whimfical an<t 
dqpricious in her appetites as me herfelfpretended 
to be ; for her longings were not refirided to the 
demands of the palate and ftomadi^ but alfo af- 
feSed ail the other organs of ienfe, and even in* 
vaded her imagination, which at this period 
feemed to be firangely dileafed. 

One time fhe lorded to pinch her hufband's 
ear ; and it was with infinite difficulty that his 
lifter, could prevail upon him to tmdergo the ope- 
ration. Yet this talk was eafy, in comparifoil 
with another (he undertook for the gratification 
of Mrs. Pickle's unaccountable defire ; whkh wail- 
fio other than to perfuade the commodore to fub-* 
ttiit his chm to the mercy of the big-bellied ladjr^ 
who ardently wiflied for an opportunity of pluck- 
ing three black hairs from his beard, when this, 
propofal was firft communicated to Mr. Trun*. 
Iiton by the hufband, his anfwer was nothing but 
a dreadful effufion of oaths» accompanied with, 
fijch a fiare, and delivered in fuch atone of voice^ 
as terrified the poor befeecher into immediate 
filence ; fo that Mrs. Gritzlewas fain to take the 
whole entetprize upon herfelf, and next day went 
to the garriion accordingly, where having obtained 
entrance by means of the lieutenant, who, while 
his commsmder was aSeep, ordered her to be ad- 
mitted for the joke's fake, (he waited patiently 
liQ he turned out, and then accoSed him in the 
^aifd* where he ufed to perform his mordin^ 
^hXk* He was thunderftnu:k at the suppearance 
6f a woman in a place which he had hithert6> 
kept fai:red from tli^ whole fex, and immediately 
hegm tp utt^r an apoftrophtj to Tctoi Pipe^ 
l^fe turn it Wiis tbea to watch ; when Mrs^ 



flS Tie ArvENTVihES 0/ r 

Grizzle falling on her lineei^l)efoxe him^ cojojoxi^j 
liim with many pathi^tic* ijupplications^. to^jtiear 
and grant her requefl^ which was np fpQi^r figj^ 
nifiea» than he bellowed in fuch an outragebu^ 
manner, that the whole court re-echoed the 
opprobious term bitch j and the word damnation^ 
which he repeated With furprifing volubility, 
without any fort of propriety or copneflion; 
and retreated into liis penetralia, leaving the baf- 
fled devotee in tlie humble pofiure {he had lb 
unfuccefsfully chofen to melt his obdurate 
heart. 

Mortifying as this repulfe mull have been to a 
lady of her ftately di^fition, (he did not relinquilb 
her aim* but endeavoured to intereft the commo- 
dore's oounfellors and adherents in her caufe. 
With this view fhe folicited the intereft of Mr. 
Hatchway, who, being highly pleafed with a cir- 
cumftanoe fo produdlive of mirth and diverfion, 
readily entered Into her meafures, and promifed 
to employ his whole influence for her fatisfadlion : 
and as for the boatfwain's mate he was rendered 
propitious by the prefent of.a guinea, which 
Ihe flipt into his haiid. In Ihort, Mrs. Grizzle 
was continually engaged in this negociation for 
the fpace of ten days, during which the commo- 
dore w^ fo incefTantly peftered with her remon^ 
ftrauoes, and, the admonitions of his alTociates, 
that he fwore his peQ}de had a defign upon his 
life, whiph becomirig a burthen to him, he at, lal{ 
complied, and ^was cpndufled to the f<xne like 
a vidim to the altar, or rather, like a relu^nt 
bear, when .he is led, to the ft^e amidft' th^ 
fhouts and cries of butchers and their dogs • 
Afte* sjl, this yiQpry was not quite fo decifive 
as the, conquerors imagined \ for the patient be-; 

L. .J.J ■ •; «« 
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hg tctf and tlie-vpfcifonner prepared with, a, paii^ 
pf pincers^ a finall diffigulty occurred : {he 
could not for fome time difcern one black hair 
on the whole fuperficies of Mr. Trunnion's face ; 
when Mrs. Grizzle, very much alarmed and 
difconcerted, had recourfe to a magnifyinff glais 
tliat flood upon her toilet ; and after a molt accur 
rate examination, difcovered a fibre of a duiky 
hue> to which the inftrument being appliec^ 
Mrs. Pickle pulled it up by the roots, to the no 
fmall difcompofure of the owner, who feeling 
the fmart much more fevere than he had expect* 
«d,. darted up, and fwore he would not part 
with another hair to iave them all from dam- 
jiation. 

Mr. Hatchway exhorted him to patience and 
irefignation^ Mrs. Grizzle repeated her eptreaties 
vrith; great humility ; but finding him deaf to all 
lier prayers, and abfolutely bent upon leaving 
the houie, ihe cls^fed his knees, and begged for 
the 4ove of God that he would have compafTioa 
upoii a difirefled family, and endure a little more 
for the iiaLke of the poor infant, who would other- 
wife be. bom with a grey beard upon its chin. 
Far from being melted, he was rather exafpera^d 
by this reflexion ; to whicli he replied with great 
indignation, " Damn you for a yawrljghted- 
bitch ! he'll be hanged long enough before he 
has any beard at all :" fo faying, he difeqgaged 
bimfelf fnom her embraces, flung out at the door, 
.and halted homewards with fuch furprizing 
fpeed, tl;^ the heutenant could not overtake 
mm juntil he had arrived at his own gate ; and 
J^Irs* Grizzle was (b jnuch aiFc&ed with his ef- 
^pe, that her filler, in pure compafSon, defired 

i^, would' poi iiffli<:^ li^lf, prote^ing.that hejr 
\r • i - ^^^ 
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own wifii was already gratified, for fhe had 
plucked three hairs at oncey having from the be^ 
ginning been didbious of the commodore's pa-- 
tience. But the labours of this affiduous kinf- 
t7omaA did not end with the atehievement of 
this adventure ; her eloquence or induftry wai 
employed without ceafing, in the performance of 
other tafks impofed by the ingenious craft of heir 
fifter-in-law, who at another time conceived an 
infuppreflible afiedlion for a fricaffce of frogSy 
which (hould be the genuine natives 'of France ; 
fb that there was a neceflity for difpatching a 
meflenger on purp6fe to that kingdom : but ai 
fhe cowd not depend upon the integrity of any 
common fervant, Mrs. Grizzle undertook thai 

!)rovince, and aftually fet fail in a cutter for Bo- 
ogne, from whence flie returned in eight anft 
forty hours with a tub fall of thofe live animals^, 
which being dreffed according to art, her fitter 
would not tafte them, on pretence that her .fit of 
longing was paft : but then her inclinations took 
a different turn, and fixed themfelves npon a cu- 
rious implement belonging to a lady of qualify 
in the neighbourhood, wiuch was reported to be 
a very great curiofity ; tliis was no other than a 
porcelam chamber-pot of admirable workman- 
fliip, contrived by the honourable owner, who. 
kept it for her own private ufe> an} cherifiied it 
as an utenfiJ of ineftimable vakie. 

Mrs. Grizzle ihuddered at the firft hint (he 
^ceived of her fitter's defire to poflefs this piece 
of famiture ; becaufe flic knew it was not fi> 
be purchafed ; and the lack's character, which 
was none of the moft amiable in point of hu^ 
inanity and condefcenfion, forbad all hopes of 
borrowing it fox 2^ fesfen^ flic ^bcitfore attempt^ 
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to r^on domu this caprickms metite^ as 
1 exferava^uice of imagination which oiuriit to 
Gondbated and repseifed^ and Mrs. ricklet 
all i^pearancct was convinced and (atisfied 
her arguments and advice : bat^ neverthdeftt 
uld make ufe of no other ocmvenience^ and 
IS threatened with a very dangerous {upfTtf&on* 
mz&d at the peril in which (he fuppofed her 
he, Mrs. Grizzle flew to tlie v. lady's houfe, 
d having obtained a private audience, difclofed 
i melancholy fituation of her iifter, and im- 
)red the benevolence of her ladyfhip ; who» 
atrary to expectation, received her very gra- 
n^fly, and confented to indulge Mrs. rickle't 
iging* Mr. Pickle began to l^ out of humour 
tie ^»cp^c6 to wiudi be was txmkd by tha 
hAc^ of his wife, who was h&rtdf alarmed at 
• hft aoeidait, «td^or the future kej^t her 
ley within botindi; iafiNBuch, that vrithout 
tag fubjeft tfo any moie extraordinary ttouble» 
rs. Gn2;ile framed the Uxim wifhed fruits of 
r dettnlft «3(pe^tion in me birdi of a fiao 
ff vAm^im fifter in a fa#monthi brought 

ii^WorlA- 

I-Aadl 4>tnlt tfaM^fcri^M of the rejoicingSi 
itk irtge iltfittite on this important occalion, 
1 only obferve that Mrs. Pickle's modier and 
[it4^K>dgodmotherS| and the commodore af- 
sd^ the eeremofiy as god&^ther to the child, 
to was ehiiAtned by the name of Pereeine, 
<loa(iptimait fd the memory <^ a deceafea un<^ 
\. ^ White the mother was confined to her hed^ 
1 iBcapabte of maintaining her own authority, 
r^. drizzle took charge of the in&nt by a dou-^ 
rdaim ; imd fi^rintended with furprizing vi-» 
j^kce ^ niilfe and midwife in all tfi^ particu* 

lara 
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lars of their rdpeftive ofiBices» wMch w»re per-; 
formed by her exprefs diredion. But no fooni^r 
was Mrs. Pickle in a condition to re-aifumeitiiQ 
management of her own affairs^ than ihe thought 
proper to alter certain regulations concerning the 
childy which had obtained in confequence: of her 
filler's orders, direfiing, among other innova- 
tions, that the bandages with wluch the infant ha4 
been fo neatly rolled up, like an Egyptian mum-n 
my, ihould be loofened and laid alide, in order tq 
rid nature of all reflraint, and give the blood free 
fcppe to circulate ; and with her own hands (ha 
plunged him headlong every morning in a tub-full 
of cold water. Tliis operation feemed fo barj)a- 
i!0us to the tender-hearted Mrs. Grizzle, that fhe 
Bot only qpfpfed it wil^hiallh^r doqu^ce, ihf4* 
ding tAuodance of te»rt aver the facrifico wh^ 
it, was made; but tpokthorlb ivmiidii^tdfy; <Mid 
departed for the habitatii^n ,of an emiwQt qoij^^tty 
pbyficiian, whom i^ coofulted. ia tkdkyWofdi^r 
** Pray^\ do^r^ ili.it iiiot (botb idimg^fQiis. ajid 
eruelito be the tas$i»Si^ letting ft p909 tepdi^r mIs 
&nt perHh, by foi*(ii:^:iti» watcur «srfccrfid>asi icerJj^ 
** Yes, rqplied tbedo£l:or, downri^ Q^ufj^er, <( 
l^ffirm.'* *^ lieeyou afe aperfdii o^fvgre^tjjjarn- 
ing and fagacityy (aid the other : aiid Ivinuft b^ 
you will be fo good as. to figmfy your .opiniQii 
m your own hand^writiijig,** The do£ior imme-, 
diately con^lied wiith her requ^it, and; exp/0irp4 
bimfelf upon a flip of paper to. jthis pUrpf^fo^ ^ . , r 
Thfe are, to certify vmm it may.fonc^n^jhift, 
I firmly hdieve^ and M is nfy Hfudteriiblf qfinifin^ 
that ivhofecQir letteth an infant perijl)^ by foufing 
it itk md,mattr% evtn though the faid- water Jh^uU, 
not be fo Cfild as ice^ is in effeSi guilty of thf mut'^ 
der of the faid infcint^ i (is wjiifeTs foyhand^ ^ .,- 
i : Comfit Coiycynth. 
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Having obtained Ais certificate, for which the 
phyfician was haxidfomely acknowledg<edy Ihe re- 
turned extriting; and hoping, with inch autlio- 
rity^ to overthrow all oppofition. Accordiiigly 
next morning, when her nephew was about to 
undergo bis diurnal bapti&n, (he produced the 
commiifion, whereby Ihe conceived herfelf im- 
powered to over-rule fuch inhuman ^oceedings^ 
But ihe was difappointed in. her exj^QMionf 
confident as it was; not that Mrs; Pietle pre- 
tended to diflfer in opinion from Dr. Cojycynth, 
" for whofe character and fentiments. (faid flic]^ 
I have fuch veneration, that I fhall carefully ob-. 
ferve tte caution im|died in this very certificate, 
by which, far from condemning my mcthod-of 
practice, he only ajferts that killing is murderer 
anrafifeveration, the truth of whibh^ it is Xo -bd 
hi^d, I ihall never difpaite.'* c r * .> 

Mrs. Grizzle, who, fix>th to fay* had ratheif 
too fuperficially confidered the claufe by which 
flie thought librfelf authorized, perufed the pa-^ 
per with' more accttsacy, and was confounded af{ 
her own want of penetration. Yet though fliQ 
was a>nftited^ihe was hy no means convinced tllat 
heir obje<£lions to the cold bath were unreafou't 
9d>le ; on the contrary, after having beftowed 
iiindry oj^robrious epithets on the phyCcian^ 
for lus want of Jcnowledge and candoio', (he pro-t 
tefted in the moft earneft and fdlemn manner 
againft the pernicious pra&ice of dipping th^ 
child ; a apiece of crueky which, .with God's jifn 
fiftance^ ihe (hould never fuffer to be infiifSted otk 
her own iiTue ; and waihing her hands of thp 
m^mchic^y conTequence that would^ certainly en^ 
foev ihut herfelf up in her clofet, .to indul^ hen. 
forrow and vexation. She was dcceiYed|l^Qi!«^ 



ever, 
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ever, in her prognoftic ; the boy, infiead of de- 
clining in point of heiltht fixmed to 9£X!pm fiefli 
vigour from every {Junge,- as if be had been re« 
fomd to difcredit the wifibm and forefight of 
his aiuit, wfaO) in all prob^ility, could never fcr«» 

?' ve him for this want of reverence and re^cd. 
his cpi^dare is founded iq)on her bdiavkiur 
10 him in the fecpiel of his infiuicy, during wliidi 
Ihe was known to torture him more than once^ 
when flie had opportunities of thrufting pins wm 
his fie(h9 without any danger of b^g deteded. 
In a wordy her affe^lions were in a little time 
ahogether alienated from this hope of her family^ 
whom (he ad)andoned to the con^bd of his mo^ 
tber, whofe province it undoidMedly was to nub* 
nage the nurture of her own child ; vdiife Ihe 
hmrlelf reftuned her c^perations xx^etk the commo* 
dore, whom (he was relbhredat any rate to tx^ 
tivate and inflave. And it moft be owned, that 
Mrs. Grizsde's knowled^ of the hiunan hmst 
never (hone fb ooi^cuous, as in the methods fli^ 
pttrttied for die accoin{di(hni6iit of this importairt 
aim. 

ThnM^ the rough unpoHihed hu& that eafed 
Ae foul of Tnmnion, (he could ea(tly diftinguifh 
a large (hare of th^ vanity and felf--conceit that 
genendly predominate even in the moft favage 
breaft ; and to this (he conftantly appoited* In 
his prefoice (he always exclaimed ^ainft the 
craft and diihoneft difihniUation of' the world \ 
and never failed of uteering particdar iave9i^ive& 
againft thofe arts of chicanery, in which the law-* 
yers are fo conver(ant to the prejudice and rum 
of th^ fellow^creatures : obferving that in a (ea-« 
frring hfe, fo £aur as (he had opportunities of 
jttd|^ or being informed^ tbeie w«t nothing 

but 
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bill fiA&Miiff &»cerky, and a beauty eonCempt 
fof ev^py thing that was mean or &Ifi{b» 

TIbs kind of convcrlatioiH with the afllflante 
{f ceitam partiaihur civilities,^ infenlibly made an 
inopfeflipn on the mind of the oommodofe; an4 
ifai^ the moie effe^UuJ, as his fonaef ptcpoflef* 
fiOQS were built ufxm very ilender foundations : 
bb ai«tipatl^ to old maids» which he had con- 
ceived vfpGR heariay, began gradually to dimi« 
niib, when ^ he found they were not quite fucl| 
infenvd animals as they had been r^refented; 
and it was not long before he was hescrd to ob- 
ferve at the- club, that Pickle's fifter had not b 
much of the cqre of bitch in h^ as he had ima* 
gined. This negative compliment, by the medi-* 
um of her toother, foon reached the ears of Mrs# 
Grizzle, who, thus encousaged^ redoubled all 
her arts> and attention ; (6 that in lefs than three 
tnondbs after, he in the (arae place diftinguiifaed 
her with the epithet of a dsunned fenfiUe jade. 
• Hatchway taking the ahum at this declaration^ 
which he feared foreboded fomething fatal to hi^ 
uiten^, told his commander with a fneer, that 
&e had fenfe enough to bring him to^ under her 
fiem J and ho did not doubt but tliat fuch an old 
crazy veflel would be die better for being taken 
in tow. *^ But howfomever, added this arch ad*^ 
vifer^ I'd have yoU take care of your uppev 
workis ; for if onee you aare made fail to her poopf 
agad! flie'U fpank it away, and m^ake every beans 
in your body cra(;k wkb draining." Our fhe^^ 
|neje^r's whole plan had like to have beenniH 
UMdby the e&& which this malicious hint had 
upon Trunnion, whofe rage and fufpicion being 
"wakeiied at once, his coloiur chaai|||ed from tawn]f 
to:a cadaverous pale» aod then ibifting to a deep 
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and duflcy red, fucli as we fometiihes obferve 
the fky when it is replete with thunder, he, afr< 
his ufuaV preamble of unmeaning oaths, anfwe 
in thefe words : ** Dafnn ye, you jiity-lfe^*4 
dogj'you wouM give all the ftowage in yoill 
hold to be as found as I am ; and as for bein# 
taken in tow, d'ye fee, I'm not fo difabled but 
that I can lie niy courfe, and perform my voyage 
without any afhftance ; and, agad I tio man (hall 
ever fee Hawfer Trunnion lagging -a-ftern iit 
the wake of e^er a bitch in chrillendom." 

Mrs. Grizzle, who every morning interroga- 
ted her brother with regard to the fubjefl of nis 
night's converfation with his friends, foon re- 
ceived the unwelcome news of the commodore's 
averfion to matrimony; andjuftly imputing the 
greateft part of his«difguft to the fatirical infi- 
huations of Mr. Hatchway, refolved to level this 
obftruftion to her fuccefs, and a£lually found 
means to intereft him in her fcheme. She had 
indeed, on fome occafions, a particular knack at 
making converts, being probably not unacquaint- 
ed with that grand fyftem of perfuafioh, which 
is adopted by the greateft perfonages of the age, 
as fraught with maxims much more effedual 
than all thfe eloquence of Tully or Demofthenes, 
even when fupported by the demon ft rations of 
truth : befides, Mr. Hatchway's fidelity to his 
new ally, was confirmed by his forefeeing in his 
captain's marriage an infinite fund of gratification 
for his own cynical difpofitiori. Thus therefore, 
converted and properly cautioned, he for the fu- 
ture fuppreffed all the vnrulence of his wit againft 
the matrimonial ftate; and as he knew not how 
to open his mouth in the pofitive pratie of any 
jjerfon whate\'er, took all oppgrtunities of ex- 
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eating Mrs. Grizzle by name, from the ccn- 
kia^ he* liberally beftowed upon the reft of her 
fex. 7 <« She is not a dmnkard, like Nan Caftick 
df Deptfordy he would fay; not a nincompoop, 
like P^ Simper of Woolvfich ; not a brimftone, 
Eke Kate Coddle of Chatham ; nor a ihrew, like 
Ndl Griffin on the Point Portfmouth (ladies 
to whom, at diffeisem times, they had both paid 
their addre&s) f but a tight, good-humoured, ftn« 
fible wench, who knows very weU how to box 
her compafs ; well trimmed aloft, and well 
heathed alow, with a good cargo under her hatch- 
es." Tlie commodore at firtt- imajgined this com- 
mqidation was ironical, but hearmg it ,repeate4 
aij^in and aga!inj was filled with aitonifhnlent at 
tbi^ furpH^ing change in the lieutenant's beha- 
viour ;iand after a long fit of mufing, concluded 
that Hatchway himfelf harboured a matrimonial 
dcdgn on the perfon of Mrs. Grizzle. 
'- Pleafed with this conje6ture, he rallied Jack 
m hb turn, and one night toafted her health 
as a coro'plimeht to his paflion ; a circuinftance 
which the lady learned next day by the ufual ca- 
ijal.df her imeIHgehce, and interpreting as the 
iefult bf his own tcndemefs for her, me con- 
gratulated herfelf upon the viflory fhe had ob- 
tained ; and thinking it unneceffary to continue 
the rieferve flie liad hitherto iftduftrioufly affefted, 
refolved from that day to fweeten her behaviour 
towards: him with fuch ^ difti of aflk^on, as 
could hot fail to perfiiade him tfadt he had m*- 
fjattd her with a reciprocal flame. In confe- 
qoenceof thas determination, ht was invited to 
^niKr, and While he ftaid, treated with fuch 
dbytng proofs of her regard^ that not only the 
ic^ of thexon^any, but even Truimion himfelf. 



48 ?iBtf Adventuhes (jf ' 

perceived her dri& : and UkiH^ the alarm accord^ 
ngly, could not hdp exchdming) ^^ Oho! I fed 
how the land lies, and if I don't weather thd 
pome, I'U be dwm'd^'* Having thus exprefled 
Umfelf to hiS afflided inamorata, liSe made the 
bed of his way to the j^rifon, in which he 
fimt himfelf up for tiae (pace of ten days, and 
had no comAunkaticm with his friends^ anido^ 
ynefticks but by looks, which wore moft fignifi^ 
cantly piA»reiqae% 

CHAP. VII. 

JDivers flralagems are mvititedand put In pra£Iici^ 
. in ordif to overcome the obJUnacy tf Trunnion, 
who at length is t^azed and tortured inta the no^^ 
wedlock. 



THIS abrupt departure and unkind decla* 
ration affeded Mrs. Grizzle fo inucb^ 
that fhe fell fick of forrow and mortification t 
and after haring Confined herfelf to her bed foe 
three days, fent for her brother, told him flie 
perceived l\er tti/i drawing, near, and dejfire^ 
tJiat a lawyer might be brou^t, in order tq 
write her laft will. Mr. Pickle, furprized at hef 
demand, began to aft the part of a comforter,^ 
afTuring her that her diftemper was not at all 
dangerous ; and that he would ijnftantly fend for 
a phyfician, w|io would convincej her tjiat fhe; 
vvasiii no. manner of , jeopardy.^ .fo that ^here wa^ 
1^0 occafioa at prefent to employ .an^oflEicioi^ 
attorney in fuch a melanchoiy talk. Indeed^ 
this afieftionate brother was or opinion^ that > 
will was altogether fuperfluousr at any r^te, a& 

he 
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he hlmfelf was heir at law to his fifter's whole 
real and perfonal ellate. But fhe infilled upon 
his compliance with fuch determined obftinacy^ 
that he could no Ibnger refill hqr importunities \,^ 
and a fcrivenef arriving, (he di(9:ated and executed 
her will, in which (he bequeathed to commodore 
Trtmnion one thoufand pounds, to purchafe a 
mourning ring, which (he hoped he would wear 
as a pledge of her friendlhip and aflfeftion. Her 
brother, though he did not much relilh this tefti- 
mony of her love, neverthelefs that fame evening 
give an accouht of this particular to Mr. Hatch- 
way, who was alfo, as Mr. Pickle a(rured him^ 
generoufly remembered by the teftatrix. 

The lieutenant, fraught with this piece of in- 
telligence, watched for an opportunity, and as 
fooh as he perceived the commodore's features 
a little unbended from that ferocious contrac-' 
tion they had retained fo long, ventured to in- 
form him that Pickle's filler lay at the point of 
death, and that (he had left him a thoufand 
pounds in her will. Tliis piece of n^ws over- 
whelmed him with confufion, and Mr. Hatch- 
way imputing his filence to remorfe^ refolved 
to take advantage of that f^ivourable moment, 
aiid counfelled him to go and vifit the poor young 
woman, who Was dying for love of him. But 
his admonition happened to be fomewhat unfea- 
fonable ; for Trunnion no fooner heard him men- 
tion the caufe of her diforder than his morofity' 
refcurring, he burft out into a violent fit of cur- 
fing, and forthwith betook himfelf again to his 
h«(iTimo'ck, where he lay uttering, in a low growl- 
fing tone .of voice, a repetition of oaths and 
irfiprecatioAjS, *fbr the*fpace of fqur and twenty 
hours, without" ceafing. This was a. deUclovi^^ 

'Vol. L U to^-^ 
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meal t6 the lieutenant, who^ eager to inbance the 
pleafure of the entertainment, and at the fame 
time conduce to the fuccefs of the caufe he had 
cfooufed, invented a ftratagem, the execution 
of which had all the efFeft he could defire. He 
prevailed upon Pipes, w^ho was devoted to his 
lervice, to get upon the top of the chimiiey 
belonging to the commodore's chamber, at mid- 
night, and to lower down by a rope a bunch of 
ftinking whitings, which being performed, he 
N put a peaking trumpet to his mouth, and hoi- , 
lowed down the vent, in a voice like thunder, 
** Trunnion ! Trunnion ! turn out and be 
fpliced, or lie ftill and be damned." This dread- 
ful note, the tenror of which was increafed by 
the filence and darknefs of the night, as well ' 
as the "echo of the pafTage through which it 
was conveyed, no fooncr reached the ears of the 
aftonilhed commodore, tlian turning his eye to- 
wards the place from whence this folemn addrefs 
feemed to proceed, he beheld a glittering obje<3: 
that vanifhed in an inftant. Juft as his fuperfti- 
tious fear had improved the apparition into fome 
fupematural meffenger clothed in fliining ar- 
ray, his opinion was confirmed by a fudden ex- . 
ploiion, which he took for thunder, though it 
was no other than the noife of a piflol fired down 
the chimney by the boatfwain's mate, according 
to the inftruftions he had received ; and he had 
time enough to defcend before he was in any 
danger of being detefted by his commander, 
who could not for a whole hour recolledk him- 
felf from the amazement and confternation which 
had overpowered his faculties. 

At length, however, he got up, and rung his 

bell with great agitation. He repeated the mm- 

* mons 
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inons more than once, but no regard being paid 
to this alarm, his dread returned with double ter- 
ror, a cold IWeat bedewed his limbs, his knees 
knocked together, his hair briftled up, and the 
remains of his teeth were fliattered to pieces in 
the convulfive vibrations of his jaws. 

In the midll of this agony he made one de^- 
rate effort, and butfting open the door of his 
apartment, bolted into Hatchway's chamber, 
which happened to be on the fanie floor* I'here 
he found the lieutenant in a counterfeit fwoon, 
who pretended to wake from his trance in an 
ejaculation of "Lord have mercy upon us!** 
And being queftioned by the terrified commo- 
dore with regard to what had h&ppened, aflured 
liim he had heard tlie fame voice and clap of 
thunder by which Trunnion himfelf had been 
difcompofed. 

Pipes, whofe turn it was to watch, concurred 
in giving evidence to the fame purpofe ; and the 
commodore not only owned that he had heard 
the voice, but likewife communicated his vifion^ 
with aH the aggravation which his difturbed 
fancy fuggefted. 

A confultation immediately enfued, in which 
Mr. Hatchway very gravely obferved, that the 
finger of God was plainly perceivable in thofe fig- 
nals ; and that it would be both fmful and fi>olim 
to dlfregard his commands, efpecially as . the 
match propofed was, in all refpefts, more ad- 
vantageous than any that one of his years and 
infirmities could reafonabiy expeft ; declaring 
that for his own part he would not endanger his 
foul and body by living one day longer under the 
feme roof with a man who defpifcd the holy 

D z wUl 
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will of heaven ; and Tom Pipes adhered to the 
fame pious refolution. 

Trunnion's perfeverance could not refill the 
number and diverfity of confiderations that af- 
{aulted it; he revolved in filence all the oppofite 
motives that occurred to his reflexion ; and 
after having been, to all appearance, bewildered 
in the labyrinth of his own thoughts, he wiped 
the fweat from his forehead, and heaving a pi- 
teous groan, yidded to their remonftrances in 
thefe words : " Well, fince it muft be fo, I 
think we muft e*en grapple. But damn my eyes ! 
'tis a damn'd hard cafe that a fellow of my years 
(kould be compell'd, d'ye fee, ta beat up to 
windward all tilt reft of my life, againft the 
current of his own inclination.'* 

This important article being difcuffed, Mr. 
Hatchway let out in the morning to yifit the de- 
fpairing ihepherdefs^ and was handfomely rewarded 
for the enlivening tidings with which he blefTed 
her ears. Sick as (he was, fhe could not help 
laughing heartily at the contrivance, in confe- 
quenee of which her fwain's aflent had been ob- 
tained, and gave the lieutenant ten guineas for 
Tom Pipes, m confideration of the part he adled 
in the farce. 

In the afternoon the commodore fuffered him- 
felf to be conveyed to her apartment, like a 
felon to execution, and was received by her in 
alanguiftiing manner and genteel delhabille, ac- 
companied by her fifter-in^law ; who was, for 
very obvious reafons, extremely folicitous about 
her fuccefs. Though the lieutenant had tutored 
him touching his behaviour at this interview, 
he made a thoufand wry faces before he could 
pronounce the iimple iklutation of Haw d'ye ? to 

his 
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his miftrefs ; and after bis counfellor had urged 
him with twenty or thirty whifpers, to each 
of which he had replied aloud,^ " Damn your 
eyes, I won't," he got up, and halting towards 
the couch on which Mrs. Grizzle reclined in a 
ilate of ftrange expeftation, he feized her hand 
and preffcd it to his lips ; but this piece of gal- 
lantry he performed in fuch a reluAant, uncouth; 
indignant manner, that the nymph had need of 
all her refolution to endure the compliment with- 
out fhrinking ; and he himfelf was fo difcon- 
certed at what he had done, that he inftantly 
retired to the other end of the room, where he 
fat filent, and broiled with fliame and vexation. 
Mrs. Pickle, like a feiifible mstlron, quitted the 
place, on pretence of going to the nurfery; 
and Mr. Hatchway taking the hint, recolleded 
that he had left his tobacco pouch in the parlour, 
whither he immediately defcended, leaving the 
two lovers to their mutual endearments. Never 
had the commcdore found himfdf in fuch a 
diiagreeabfe dilemina before. He fat in an agony 
of fufpence, as if he every moment dreaded the 
diffQlution of nature ; and the imploring figlis 
of his future bride added, if poffible, to tlie 
pangs of his diflrefs. Impatient of his fituation, 
he rolled his eye around in queft of fome relief, 
and unable to contain himfelf, exclaimed, 
** Damnation feize the fellow and his pouch too ! 
1 believe he has fheered off and left me here in 
the flays." Mrs. Grizzle, who could not help 
taking fome notice of this manifeftation ^f 
chagrin, lamented . her unhappy fate in being 
fo difagreeable to him, that he could not put up' 
with her company for a few moments without 
repining; and began in very tender terms to 

D 3 , \^- 
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reproarh him with his inliumanrty anci indiffer- 
ence. To this expoftulation he replied, "Zounds? 
•what would the woman hd^y^ ? kt the parfon do 
his office when he wool, here I am ready to be 
reeved in the matrimonial block, d'ye fee, and 
damn all nonfenfical palaver.** So faying, he 
retreated, leaving his miftrefs not at aH difobliged 
tit his plain-dealing. That fame evening the 
treaty of marriage was brought upon the carpet, 
and, by means of Mr. Pickle and the lieutenant^ 
fettled to the fatisfaftion of all parties, without 
the intervention^ of lawyers, whom Mr. Trun- 
nion exprefsly excluded from all fhare in the bu- 
finefs ; making that condition the indifpenfible 
preliminary of the whole agreement. Things 
being brought to this bearing, Mrs. Grizzle^s 
heart dilated with joy ; her health, which, by the 
bye, was never dangeroufly impaired, fhe reco- 
vered as if by inchantment, 2sA a day being 
fixed for the nuptials, employed the^ fliort period 
of her celibacy nn chooiing ornaments for the 
celebration of her entrance into the married 
fiate. 

CHAP. VIII. 

Preparations are madi for the cemmodoris wedding^ 
which is de fayed by an accident tbatt hurried him 
the Lord knows whither. 

THE fame of this extraordinary conjundion. 
fpread all over the county; and on the 
day appointed for their fpoufals, the church was 
furrounded by an inconceivable multitude. The 
commodore, to give a fpcciiuen of his gallantry,. 

by 
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by the advice of his friend Hatchway, refolvei 
to appear on horfeback on the grand occafion, 
at the head of all his male attem&nts, whom he 
had rigged with the white fliirts and black caps 
formerly belonging to his barge's crew ; and he 
' bought a couple of hunters for the accommoda- 
tion of himfelf and his lieutenant. With this 
equipage then he fet out from the garrifon for the 
church, after having diipatched a meffenger to 
apprize the bride that he and his company were 
mounted. She got immediately into the coach, 
accompanied by her brother and his wife, and 
drove direftly to the place of affignation, where 
feveral pews were demolifhed, anddivers perfons 
almoft preffed to death, by the cagernefs of the 
crowd that broke in to fee the ceremony perform- 
ed. Thus arrived at the altar, and the prieft 
in attendance, they waited a whole half-hour 
for the commodore, at whofe flownefs they be- 
jgan to be tinder fome apprehenfion, and accord- 
'mgly difmiffed a fervant to quicken his pace. ^ 
The valet having rode fomething more than a 
mile, efpied the whole troop difpofed in a long 
field, croffihg the road obliquely, and headed by 
the bri(fegroom and his friend Hatchway, who 
'finding himfelf hindered by a hedge from pro- 
'ceeding farther in the fame direSion, fired a pif- 
tol,, ainfl ftood over to the other fide, making 
zti ohtixtt togle with the line of his former courfe ; 
and tlje reft of *the fquadron followed his example, 
keiepitig always in the rear of each other, like |i 
iligit of wild geefe. 

oUrprized at this ftrange method of journey- 
ing, tjie meffenger came up, and told the cora- 
;rriodwre that 'hii lady and her company expected \ 
ifttii'm the chutch, wWere they had tarried a 
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confiderable time, and werr heginning to b« 
very uneafy at his delay ; and therefore defired 
he would proceed with more expedition. To 
this mqflage Mr, Trunnion replied, ** Hark 
ye, brother, don't you fee we make all poflible 
fpeed ? go back and tell thofe who fent you* 
that the wind has Ihifted fmce we weighed an- 
chor, and that we are obliged to make very 
fhort trips in tacking, by reafon of the narrow- 
nefs of thQ channel j and that as we lie within 
fix points of the wind, they muft make fome 
allowance for variation and leeway.'* " Lord, 
Sir I faid the valet, what occafion have you to 
go zig-zag in that manner ? Do but clap Ipurs 
to your horfes, and ride ftraight forward, and 
I'll engage you fhall be at uie church porch 
4n lefs than a quarjtej of an hour.'^ ."What! 
jright in the wind's ^ye ? anfwexed the com- 
jfrwider; abej'! brother, where ^i yojn learn 
your navigation ? Hawfer Trunnion is nqt tp 
pe taught at this tinie of day Ipxfyr %o lie,.his 
^cQurfe', or^kee^iis p'^n ^eckoi:^pg. And^.a3 fer 
^pu, .brpther, you be,Jl lyiow'tte^t^ini pf ^jour 
ojvn frigate." The courier £uding jje ^d to dp 
yiith people w}io would iiot he eatfilyperfiiadejl 
put 6i their own opinions, ^rpturped to the teii^ 
jle, ,^nd jn^d^ a report oj .\y)^a^ ,he -hafl j^ 
^d h^ard^ %o the uo frpall qppiJQ^^tioii of thp 
ibride, who ,bad begun .to 4ifcoy^,^fQme,'f|gj^ 
pf dif(juiet. Cpmpqpr^d, rhowever,» by thk^pfi^ce 
]of intelligence, ihe ^exerted her, papence JFor thp 
Tpace of another lialf hour, duriiigfyvhich period 
feeing no .bridqgroojn arrive, ihc; wasr exceedingly 
sdarmed ; fo that all the, ipeflatora could ealUy 
perceive hex perturbation, wKifch; manifd^'itr 
Jelf ip fi;e^e]^t p^ita49ps> h^t-)[ieawjy^, ,^ 
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alterations of countenance, in fpite of the affift- 
ance of a fmelling-bottle which flic incefliantly 
applied to her noftrils. 

Various were the conjeftures of the company 
on this pccafion :# fome imagined he had miilaken 
tte place of rendezvous, as he had ne\^r been at ' 
church fince he firft fettled in that parifh ; others 
believed he had met with fome accident, in 
confequence of \rfiich his attendants had carried' 
him back to his own houfe ; and a third fet, in 
which the bride herfelf was thought to be com- 
prehended, could not help fufpeding that the 
commodore had changed his mind. But all 
thefe fuppofitions, ingenious as they were, hap- 
pened to be wide of the true caufe that detained 
him, which was ho other than this : the com- ' 
modbre and his crew had, by dint of turning, 
almoft weathered the parfon's houfe that ftood 
to windward of the church, when the notes 
of a pack of hounds unluckily reached the carfe 
of the two hunters which Trunnion and the 
lieutenant beftrode. Thefe fleet animals no 
fooner heard the enlivening found, than, eager 
for the chace, they fprung away all of a fudden, 
and flrained every nerve to partake of the fport, 
flew acrofs the fields with incredibly Ijieed, over- 
feaped hedges and ditches, and every thing in 
their way, without the Icaft regard to their un- 
fortunate riders. The lieutenant, whofe fteed 
had got the heels of the other, finding it would 
be great folly and prefumption in hitn to prc- 
t€fna to keep the faddle with his wooden leg> ' 
very wifely took the opportunity of throwing, 
himfelf off in his paflage through a field of rich " 
clover, among which he lay at his eafe ; and ' 
iceing hi& captain advancing at luH gdlop, hailed^ 
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him with the fahitation of " What chear ? lio I'' 
The commodore, who was in infinite diftrefs, 
eyeing him aflcance, as he paiTed, replied with a 
faultering voice, ^^ O damn you! you are iafe 
at an anchor ; I wifli to God I were as fail moor- 
ed." Neverthelefs confcious of his difablod 
heel, he would not venture to try the experiment 
which had fucceeded fo well with Hatchw9.y, 
but refolved to flick as clofe as poffible to his 
horfe's back, until providence {hould interpofe 
in his behalf. With this view he dropped his^ 
whip, and with his right hand laid fail hold on 
the pummel, contra£ting every mufcle in his 
body to fecure himfelf in the feat, and grinning 
moil formidably, in confequence of this exer- 
tion. In this attitude he was hurried on a confi* 
derable way, when all of a fudden his view was. 
comforted by a five bar gate that appeared before 
him, as he never doubted that there the career 
of his hunter mufl necefTarily end. But, alas t 
he reckoned without his hofl ; far from halting, 
at this obftru6lion, the horfe fprung ovei it witb 
amazing agility, to the utter confufion and dif- 
order of his owner, who lofl his hat and periwig 
in the leap, and now began to think in good 
earnefl, thaj^ he was a6lually mounted on the 
back of the devil. He recommended himfelf 
to God, his refleflion forfook him, his eye- 
light and all his other fenfes failed, he quitted 
the reins, and faftening by inflind: on the mane, 
was in this condition conveyed into the midft 
of the Ijportfmen, who were afloniflied at the 
fight of luch an apparition.. ^ Neither was their 
furprize to be wondered at, if we refle6l on the 
figure that prefented itfelf to their view. The 

commodore's perfon was at all times an objed of 

admiration; 
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aAaail-atioii ;vjQPiUdi more ib:€KB this occafion^ wlmi 
^very. fingularity was aggravated by the circiun^ 
^aii€e$ ot his dxefs a^d difafier* 

He^iad put Qn in honour of his nuptials his h^ 
^oatof bUie broad cloth^ cut by a taylorof Ramf- 
gaMte, and trimmed wkh five dozen of brafs but* 
.ton^) laige afldifmalli; his breeches were of the 
iaiBe^ piQce> rfafteneid at the knees with large 
bunches of tape ; his waiftcoat was of red plulh 
iapelled with green velvety and gamiflied with 
vellum holes ; his boots bore an infinite xefem-* 
blance^ both in colpur and fhape, to a pair of 
leatb^ buckets ; hb ihoulder was graced with a 
Jbf09A ibuff belt, -from whence depended a huge 
•bfoigeiii with aliik like that; of a backfv\rord ; and 
Ion eachftd^ of his ][mznmel appeared a rufty pif«> 
tol rammed in. a cafe covered with abear-ikin* 
The lots of his tye- periwig and laced iiat, which 
y^re cunofirtie& of the kind, did not at all contri- 
bute ? to the improv^fnent of the pi£lure, but on 
the contrary, iby exhibiting his bald pate, and the 
^tiiral exteofion ,of his lanthom/jaws, added to 
the peculiarity and extravagance of the whole* 
iSudb a fpeSacIe could not have failed of di- 
verting the whole company from- the* chace, had 
bis hone thought proper to purfue a different 
route, but the beaft was too keen a fporter to 
choofe any other way than that which the ftag 
followed ; and therefore, without flopping to gra- 
tify the curiolity of the fpeSators, he ia a few mt#* 
nutes putjftripped every hunter in the field. There 
beiiig a deep hollow vjray betwixt him and the 
hounds, rather than ride round about the length 
ef a furlong to a path that croffed the lane, he 
tranfported himfelf at one jump, to the unfpeak- 
M£ ailQpiihmesu .an^ terror of a w^iggoner who 
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fihanced io be undemeath, and&W thi& pli^iio^ 
^neiion fly oyer his carriage, l^hift wa^ not the 
only adventure he atchieved^ QE^he ftag ha^Hcig 
iaken a deep river that 4ay in hiswaty, every man 
direi^ed his courfe to a bridge ' in the ndgh- 
lx>urhood ; but our bridegroom^s coutfer defpi&ig 
all iiicb conveni^iaes^ plunged into 4^Jfireani 
^ithou^ hefitation, aiid fwkm m a t^ni^ing to 
the oppoflte fliore. This fudden i^mer(k>n[ into 
Sifi element of which Trunnian f^ras properly a 
native, in all probability helped to re<cruit the 
exhaufied (pirits of his rider, who at his landing 
on the other fide gave fome tokens of lin&ttiony 
i>y hollowing aloud for s^ftance^f'vtrhtchfefe b&ML 
4iot poffibly receive, becaufe his horfe^till ii$j^i- 
^ained the advantage he had gained, and wovdidt 
not allow himfelf to be overtaken. 

In (hort, after a long chace that lafted feveral 
liours, and extended to a dozen miles at leafl, he 
jwastbe firft in at die death of the deer, being fek 
conded by tbe lieutenant's gelding, whieh, axi->^ 
tuated by the fame fpirit, had, without a rider^ 
followed his conq>anion's example. 

Qur bridegroom finding himfelf at laft brought 
Jup, or, in other words, at the end of his career^ 
look the c^)portimity of this firft paufe, to defire 
^he huntiman would lend him a hand in dif- 
i[DOunting ; and was by their condefcenfion (afely 
pli|ced on the grafs, where he fat filing at die 
company as they came in, with fuch wildnds' of 
aftoniOiment in his tdoks, as if he had been^ a 
creature of another fpecies, dropt among them 
irom the clouds. 

Before diey had fleihed the hounds, however^ 
he recoIle<3:ed himfelf, and feeing one of the 
fyoxt&oaskX^ a Iisall flaik out of his pocket and 

apply 
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^egpiply it to bis ino>udb) j^^ the cordial to be 
2IO Other ^han aeat Coniac> which it really wast 
^oid expreffing a defire of participation, was im^ 
medtately^ accommodated with a moderate dok^ 
jwfakh perfe6kly completed his recovery. 
.V. fi^i.this time he and his two horfiis had en^ 

Kifed the attention of the whole crowd ; while 
iT' admirbdvthe eleg^mt proportion' and un- 
conlmon fpiri62iif.d]£itvro animaliS) tihe cell con^ 
temptated the furprizing appearance of their ma-% 
fer, whom before they had only feen en pqffant ;. 
and at kngth« ane of the gentlemen accofting 
him very «ourteou%^ fignifiej^ his wonder at 
fisemg him in fuch an equipage^ and aiflced if he 
had not dix>]^>ed his tomps^idn hy :the way< 
•< W^, look ye, brother, ^ (i:epUed the com^ 
modpre) mayhap you think me an odd fort of al 
fellow, feeing me in this trim^ efpcacially as £ 
baVe loft part^of my rigging ; bnt this here is the 
crfe, d*ye fee : I weighed anchor from my own. 
hottfe this morning at ten A. M. with feir wea-r 
thier; and a fairourable breeze at fonth fouth-» 
eaft, being bound to the next chuich on the 
vc^ge of matrimony : but howfomever, we had 
not run down a quarter of a league, when the 
wind fflrifting, bio wed diredly- in Our teeth ; fa 
tJiat we were forced to tack all the way> d'ye fee> 
and bad atmoft beat up within fight of the port^ 
when thefe fons of bitches of horfes, which I 
had bought but two days before (fcwr my owrt, 
part, I believe they are devils incarnate) luflfed: 
round in a trice, and then refofing the helm> 
drove away- like lighting with me »id my lieu- 
tenant, who foon Cettne to anchor in 8tfi exceed- 
ing good birth. As for my OA^n part, I haver 
been jcardied Q^m locks, and flatsy and qiiiQk.«tt 
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iands ; amoi^ which I have pitched away af ^i9^ 
cial good tye-perriwig, and an iron bound hat ;, 
and at laft, thank God ! am got into fmooth war 
ter and fafe riding: but if ever I venture my car- 
cafe upon fuch a hare'um fcare'um blood of a 
bitch again, my name is not Hawfer Trumiion,. 
d— n my eyes !** 

One of the compaiy, ftnicfc with this nnne^ 
which he had often heardy immediately laid hold 
on his declaration at the ciofe of this fingniar ae<^ 
count; and obferving that his horfes were very 
vicious, aiked how he intended to return ? ** Ai 
for that matter (replied Mr. Trunmon), I ani 
refolved to ^hire a iledge or waggon, or fuch a 
thing as ajack-afs ; for 1*11 be d— n'd if ever I 
crofs the back of a horfe again." " And what 
do you propofe to do with thefe creatures? (faid 
the other, pointing to the hunters) they feem tto 
have fome mettle ; but then they ai:p meer colts^^ 
and will take the devil and all of breaking* 
Methinks this binder one is fhoulder-flif^edi'' 
** Damn them (cried the commodore), I wifh 
both their necks were broke, tl^of the two coft 
me forty good yellow-boys.*' " Forty guii^as i 
(^exclaimed the flranger, who was a fquire and a 
jockey, as welt as owner of the pack) Lord I 
Lord ! how a man may be impofed upon I Why^ 
thefe cattle are clumfy enough to go to plow:, 
mind what a flat counter; do but obfeihre how 
(harp this here one is in the whithers ; then he'sv 
fired in the further fetlock." In fliort, this con- 
noiffeur in horfe-flefh, having difcovered in thenk 
all the defefts which can poffibly be found in that 
fpecies of animals, offered to give him ten gui- 
neas for the two, faying he would convert them 
into beafts o£ biirtheB. The owx]^> who (afteii 

what 
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what had happened) was Very well difpofed to 
liften to any thing that was faid to their preju- 
dice, impUcitly believed the truth of the Aran- 
ger's affeverations, difcharged a furious volley 
of oaths againft the rafcal who had taken him in, 
and forthwith ftruck a bargain with the fcfuire> 
who paid him inftantly for his purcliafe ; in con- 
fequence of which he won the plate at the next 
Canterbury races. 

This affair being tranfaded to the mutual fa*-^ 
tisfa6lion of both parties, as well as to the gene- 
ral entertainment of the company, who laughed^ 
in their fleeves at the ^xterity of their friend^ 
Truimion was fet upon the iquire's own horfe,. 
and led by his iervant in the midft of this caval- 
cade, which proceeded to a neighbouring village,, 
where they had befpoke dinner, and where our 
bridegroom found means to provide himfelf with 
'siother hat and wig. With regafd to his mar^ 
riage, he bore his d^fappointmeiit with the tem- 
per of a philofopher; and the exercife he had 
imdergone having quickened his appetite, fat 
down atr table in the midfi of his new acquaint- 
ance, making a very hearty meal, and moiften- 
ing every morfel with a draught of the ale, which 
he found very much to his fatisfa^liouw 
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CHAP. IX. 

He is found by the lieutenant \ recondu^ed to his own 
boufe J married to Mrs. Grizzle, who meets with 
a fmall misfortune in the nighty and afferts her 
prerogative next morning : in confiipience of which 
her hufband's eye is endangered* . 

MEAN while lieutenant Hatchway made 
fhift to hobble to the church, where he 
informed the company of what had happened ta 
t)ie commodore ; mi the bride behaved witfii 
reat decency on the occafion ; for, as^ fooa as 
le underftood the danger to which ha: future 
hulband was expofed, Qie fainted in the arms of 
her lGft^r-in-law, to the furprize of all the fpec- 
tators, who could not comprehend the caule of 
her diforder ; and when flie was recovered by 
the application of fmelUng-bottles, cameftly beg- 
ged that Mr. Hatchway and Tom Pipes would 
take her brothei'sr co^h^ aad go in qoeft of theijf 
commander^ 

This tafk they readily undertook, 'being efcort- 
ed by all the reft of his adherents on horfeback ; 
while the bricfe and her friends were invited to 
the parfon's houfe, and the ceremony deferred 
till another occafion. 

Tlie Heutenant, fteering his cotirfe as near the 
line of direftion in which Trunnion went off, a» 
the coach-road would permit, got intelligence of 
his track from one farm-houfe to another ; for 
fuch an apparition could not fail of attrafting par- 
ticular notice ; and one of the horfemen having 
picked up his bat and wig in a bye path^ the whole 

troop 
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troop entered the village where he was locked, 
about four o'clock in the afternoon. When they 
underllood he was fafely houfed at the George, 
they rode up to the door in a body, and expreiled 
their fatisfaftion in ^hree cheers ; which were re- 
turned by the company within,, as foon as they 
were inftru£led in the nature of the lalute by 
Trunnion, who by this time had entered into 
all the jollity of his new friends, and was indeed 
more than half feas over. The lieutenant was 
introduced to all prefent as his fworn brother, 
and had fomething tofled up for his dinner. Tom 
Pipes and the crew were regaled in another room ; 
jlikI a frefti pair of horfes being put to the coach, 
about fix in the evening the commodore, with 
all his attendants, depai^ted for th^gari^ifon, after 
having fliook hands with every individual in the 
houfe. 

Without any I farther ; accident he was conn 
vey^ in fafety to his own gf^e ;hefpre i^iiae, and 
coinmitted to the ((ai)e;^f Pip<?s, v^ho carried him 
inSiantly tp lus .ha^niock^ while tljie iieuteriyov^ 
.was dnven ^way to |t;he:p|ace where the bride an4 
jier f;riends remained m gr^t anxiety, which va- 
niihed when he aflured them that his commodore 
was fafe, being /uccee^ed by abundance of 
■inirth and pleafantry at the .account he gave qf 
TriRifiion's adventure. , ^ , 

j4"^Qther day wa$ fixed for tire nuptials ; and 
in order to .teuik the puriofity ofi idle people 
which, l^s^d given ,great oiBence, the parfon was 
prevailed upqn to perform tlie ceremony in the 
garrifon, which all that day was adorned witt 
Sags, and pendants difplayed, and at night illumir 
nated by the diredlion of Hatchway, who alf<;> 
ordered the pateraroes to be fired jls (qonas thp 
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' ttiarriage knot was tied. Neitlier were the other 
parts of the entertainment neglefled by this inge- ' 
nibus contriver, who produced undeniable proofs 
of his elegance and art in the wedding fuppcr, 
which had been committed to his management 
and direction. This genial banquet was iii- 
tirely compofed of fea-difhes ; a huge pillaw, 
confifting of a large piece of beef fliced, a couple 1 1" 
of fowls, and half a peck of rice, fmoaked in I • 
the middle of the board : a di(h of haid filli 1 1. 
fwimming in oil, appeared at each end, the fides 1 1 
being furnifiied with a mefs of that favoury com- 1 
pofition known by the name of lob's courfe, aril I 
a plate of falma^undy. The fecond courfe dif- 
played a goofe of a mphftrous magnitude, flanked 
Math two Guinea hens^^ a pig barbacu'd, an hock 
of fait pork in the midft of a peafe puddings air 
-leg of mutton roafted, with potatoes, and anoAer 
boiled with yams. The third fervice was made 
wp of a loin of frefli pork with apple fauce, a kid 
fmothered with onions, and "a terraj)in baked irf 
the (hell; and laft of all, a prodigious fea |^ 
was prefented, with- an infinite volume of pSi- 
cakes and fritters. That every thing might be 
ahfwerable to the magnificence of this delicate 
feaft, he had provided vaft quantities of ilrbng 
beer, flip, rumbo, and burnt brandy, with plenty 
of Barbadoes water for the ladies ; and hired dl 
the fiddles within fix miles, who, with the addi^ 
tion of a drum, bag-pipe, and Welch-harp, rt- 
galed the guefts with a moft melodious concert. 

The company, who were not at all exceptious> 
feemed extremely well pleafed with every parti- 
cular of the entertainment ; and the evening be* 
ihg fpent in the moft focial manner, thie briefc 
W^ by her fifter conduced ^ to her apartment, 

where, 
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I where, however, a trifling circumftance had like 
to have deftroyed the harmony which liad been 
hitherto maintained. 

I have already obferved, that here was not 
one jRandlng bed within the walls ; therefore the 
reader will not wonder that Mrs. Trunnion 
was out of humour, when fhe found herfelf im- 
der the neceffity of being confined with her f|K)ufe 
in a hammock, which tho' enlarged with a dou- 
ble portion of canvas, and dilated with a yoke 
for the occafion, was at heft but a difagreeable, 
not to fay dangerous fituation. She accordingly 
complained with feme warmth of this inconve- 
nience, which flic imputed to difrefpe<S, and* at 
firft abfolutely refufed to put up with the expe- 
dient : but Mrs. Pickle foon brought her to rea- 
fon and compliance, by obferving that one night 
would foon be elapfed, and next day fhe might 
regulate her own oeconomy. 

Thus perfuaded, fhe ventured into the vehicle, 
and was vifited by her hufband in lefs than an 
hour, the company being departed to their own 
homes, and the garrifon left to the command of 
his lieutenant and mate. But it feems the hooks 
that fupported this fwinging couch were not cal- 
cuhted for the addition of weight for which they 
were now deftined to bear; and therefore gave 
way in the middle of the night, to the no fmall ter- 
ror of Mrs. Trunnion, who perceiving herfelf fall- 
ing, fc reamed aloud, and by that exclamation 
brought Hatchway, with a light into the cham- 
ber, Tho* fhe had received no injury by the fall, 
fhe was extremely difcompofed and incenfed at 
the accident, which fhe even openly afcribed to 
the obftinacy and whimfical oddity of the com- 
modore, in fucb petulant terras as evidently de-i 
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dared that flie thought her great aim accom- 
pliftied, and her authority fecured againft all the 
(hocks of fortune. Indeed her bedfellow feem- 
ed to be of the fame opinion, by his tacit refigna- 
tion ; for he made no reply to her infmuationsj 
but with a moft vinegar afpeft crawled out of his 
neft, and betook himfelf to reft in another apart- 
ment, while his irritated fpoufe difmifled the 
lieutenant, and from the wreck of the hammock 
made an occafional bed for herfelf on the floor, 
fully determined to provide better acconunoda- 
tion for the next night's lodging. 

Having no inclination to fleep, her thoughts, 
during the remaining part of the night, were en- 
^roffed by a fcheme of reformation flie was re- 
iolved to execute in the family; and no fooner 
^id the firft lark bid falutation to the morn, than 
starting from her humble couch, and huddling on 
her cloaths, fhe fallied from her chamber, ex- 
plored her -way thro' paths before unknown, and I 
in the courie of her refearches perceived a Jarge ^ 
ibell, to which flie made fuch eircdlual application 
as alarmed every foul in the family. In a mo« 
meat file was furrounded by Hatchway, Pipes, 
and aU the reft of the fervants half-dreffed ; but 
feeing none of the feminine gender appear, flie 
began to Roan at the floth and lazinefs of the 
maids, who, flie obferved, ought to have been 
at work an hour at leaft before flie called ; and 
then, for the firil time, underftood tliat no wo- 
man was permitted to fleep within the walls. 

. She did not fail to exclaim againfl; this regula- j 
tion: and being informed that the cook and ? 
chambermaid lodged in a fmall ofiice-houfe that 
ftood without the gate, ordered the draw-bridge 
to be let down, and in perfon beat up their 

c^arters^ 



PEREGRINE PICKLE. 69 

• 

quarters, commanding them forthwith to fet about 
fcouring the rooms, which had not been hitherto 
kept in a very decent condition, while two men 
were immediately employed to tranfport the bed 
on which (he ufed to lie from her brother's houfe 
to her new habitation ; fo that, in lefs than two 
hours, the whole ceconomy of the garrifon was 
turned topfy-turvy, aud every thing involved in 
tumult and noife. Trunnion being difttirbed and 
diftrafted with the uproar, turned out in his 
(hirt like a maniac, and arming himfelf with a 
cudgel of crab-tree, made an irruption into his 
wife's apartment, where perceivmg a couple of 
carpenter's at work, in joining a bedftead, he, 
with many dlieadful oaths and opprobrious in- 
veftives, ordered them .to defift, fwearing, he 
would fuffer no bulk^heads nor hurricane houfes 
to ftand where he was mafter : but finding his re- 
monftrances difregarded bythefemechanicks,wha 
believed him to be fome madman belonging to 
the family, who had broke from his confinement, 
he afTaulted them both with great fury and in- 
dignation, and was handled fo roughly in the 
encounter, that in a very fhort time he mea-> 
fured his length on the floor, in confequence of 
a blow that he received frofti a hammer, by which 
the fight of his remaining eye was grievoufly en- 
dangered. 

Having thus reduced him to a ftate of fub- 
jeSion, they refolved to fecure him with cords, 
and were adually bufy in adjufting his fetters, 
when he was exempted from the difgrace by 
the accidental entrance of his fpoufe^ who refcued 
him from the hands of his adverfaries, and, in 
the midft of her condolence, imputed his misfor- 
tune to the inconfiderate roughnefs of *his own 
d'jfjpjolition. Via 
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He breathed nothing but revenge, and made 
fome efforts to chaftife the infolence of the work- 
men, who, as ibon as they underftood his quality, 
aiked forgivenefs for what they had done with 
great hunaility, protefting that they did not know 
he was mafter of the houfe. But, far from be- 
ing fatisfied with this apology, he groped about 
for the bell (the inflammation of his eye having 
utterly deprived him of fight), and the rope being, 
by the precaution of the delinquents, conveyed 
out of his reach, began to ftorm with incredible 
vociferation, like a lion roaring in the toil, pour- 
ing forth innumerable oaths and execrations, and 
calling by name Hatchway and Pipes, who be- 
ing Within hearing, obeyed the extraordinary fum- 
raons, and were ordered to put the carpenters in 
irons, for having audacioufly aflaulted liim in his 
own houfe. 

His myrmidons feeing he had been evil-in- 
tfeated, were exafperated at the infult he had 
fuffered, which they confidered as an affront upon 
the dignity of the garrifon : the more fo, as the 
mutineers feemed to put themfelves in a pofture of 
defence, and fet their authority at defiance : they 
therefore unfheathed their cutlaffes, which they 
commonly wore as badges of their commiffion ; 
and a defperate engagement, in all probability, 
would have enfiied, had not the lady of the caftle 
interpofed, and prevented the effefts of their ani- 
mofity, by affuring the lieutenant that the com- 
modore had been the aggreffor ; and that the 
workmen, finding themfelves attacked in fuch 
an extraordinary manner, by a perfon whom they 
did not know, were obliged to aft in their own 
defence, l^ which be had received that unlucky 
C9ntufioB« 

Mr. 
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Mr. Hatchway no fooner learnt the fentiments 
of Mrs. Trunnion j than flieathing his indigna- 
tion, he told the commodore he {hould always be 
ready to execute his lawful commands ; but that 
he .could not in confcience be concerned in op- 
prefling poor people who had been guilty of no 
offence. • 

This unexpe<£led declaration, together with the 
behaviour of his wife, who in his liearing defired 
the carpenters to- rcfume their work, nlled the 
breaft of Trunnion with rage and mortification. 
He pulled off his woollen night-cap, pummelled 
his bare pate, beat the floor alternately with his 
feet, fwore his people had betrayed him, and 
curfed himfel£ to the loweft pit of hell, for hav- 
ing admitted fuch a cockatrice into his*family. 
But all thefe exclamations did not avail : they 
were among the laft effays of his refinance to the 
will of his wife, vfrhofe inftuence among his ad- . 
herents had already fwallowed up his own ; and 
who now peremptorily told him, that he muft 
leave the management of every thing within doors 
to her, who underftood beft what wa$ for his ho- 
npur and advantage. She then ordered a poul- 
tice to be j)repared for his eye, which being ap- 
plied, he was conmiitted to the care of Pipes, by 
whom he was led about tlie houfe like a blind 
bear growling for prey, while his induftrious 
yoke-fellow executed every circumftance of the 
plan fhe had projedled ; fo that, when he reco- 
vered his vifion, he was an utter firanger in his 
own houfe. 
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C H A P. X. 

The commodore being infome cafes reft^^ his lady has 

recourfe to artifice in tht eftablijhment of her thromi 

' Jbe exhibits fyptoms of pregnancy^ to the unfpeak" 

able joy <j/' Trunnion, who neverthelefs is baulhi 

in his expeffation. 

TH E S E innovations were not eflfefted with- 
out many loud objeSions on his part ; and 
divers curious dialogues paffed between him and 
his yoke-fellow, who always came oflF victorious 
from the difpute ; infonmch th^t his countenance 
gradually fell ; he began to fupprefs,-and at length 
entirely Hlevoured his chagrin; the terrors of fu- 
perior authority were plainly perceivable in his 
features, and in lefs than three mouths he be- 
came a thorough-paceu huftand. . Not that lus 
obftinacy was extinguiftied, tho* overcome; in 
fome things he was as inflexible and muliih as 
ever, butthen he durft* not kick fo openly, and 
was reduced to the neceflity of being pamve in 
his refentments, Mrs. Trunnion, for example, 
propofed that a coach anA^fix fhould be pur-^ 
chafed, as fhe could not ride on horfeback, and^* 
the chaife was a fcandalous carriage for a perfon' 
of her condition; the commodore, confcious of 
his own inferior capacity in point of reafoningi ' 
did not think proper to difpute the propofai, ' 
bitt lent a deaf ear to her repeated jicmonftraiices, 
tho* they were enforced with every argumenr^^ 
which {he thought could footh, terrify, fhame, or 
decoy him into compliance : in vain did flie urge 
the excefs of afFeSion fhe had for him, as me- 
riting fome return of tendernefs and condefcen- 
% fion ; 
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Hon ; he was even proof agalnft certain menacing 
hints fhe gave, touching the refentment of a 
flighted woman ; and he ftood out againft all the 
^ confiderations of dignity or difgrace, Hke a bul- 
wark of brafs. Neither was he moved to any in- 
decent or unkind expreflions of contradidion* 
even when fhe upbraided him with his fordid dif- 
pofition, and put him in mind of the fortune and 
honour he ha:d ^ acquired by . his marriage, but 
feemed to retire within himfelf, iike a tortoifo 
when attacked, that fhrinks within its fhell, .and 
lilently endured the fcourge of her , reproaclies, 
without feeming fenfible of the fmart. 

This, however, was the only point in which 
Ihe had been baffled fince her nuptials ; and as fhe 
could by no means digefl the mifcarriage, flie tor- 
tured her invention for fome new plan, by which 
(he might augment her influence and authority : 
what her genius refufed, was fupplied by acci- 
dent ; for fhe had not lived four months in the 
garrifon, when (he was feized with frequent 
qualms and reachings, her breafls began to har- 
den, and her llomach to be remarkably promi- 
nent : in a word, fhe congratulated herfelf on the 
fymptoms of her own^ fertility, and the commo- 
dore was tranfported with joy, at the profpeft of 
an heir of his own begetting. 

She knew this was the prbper feafon for vindi- 
cating her own fovereignty, and accordingly em- • 
ployed the mc^ns which nature had put in her 
power. There was not a rare piece of furniture 
and apparel for which fhe did not long ; and one 
day as (he went to church, feeing lady Stately *s 
equipage arrive, fhe fuddenly fainted away. Her 
hufband, whofe vanity had never been fo perfedlly 
gratified as witU this promifed haxveft of his own 
V^QL. h E fowingy 
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fowing, took . thCs alarm, immediat^y, and in . or- , 
4er to prevent relapfes of that Ituid, whiqli mig^ 
be attended with fatal coiafequences to his hq^e,, 
gave her leave to befpeak a:coach,.horfe$ andK-^ 
veries, to her own liking; Thus authorized ftiQ, 

• in a very little time exhibited fuch a fpecimenjif 
her own tafte and magnificence, as afforded {pecu- 
lation to the whole county, and made Trunnion'^ 

c heart quake within him, becaufe he ibrefaw no li- 
mits ^to* her extravagance, which alfo manifefied 
itfelf in the moft expenCve preparations. for her 
lying-in. 

Her pride, which had hitherto regarded the re- 

vprefentative of her father's houfe, feemed now to 
lofe .all that hereditary refpeft, anc^ prompt her 
Ito outlhine. and undervalue the elder branch of 
her family. She behaved to Mrs. Pickle witha 
fort of civil referve that impUed a confcious fu- 
periority, and an emulation in point of grandeur 

' immediately commenced between the two fiflers. 
She every day communicated her importance to 
the whole parifli under pretence of taking the air 
in her coach, and endeavoured to extend her ac- 
quaintance among people of faftiion* \Nor was 
this an undertaking attended .^ith great difficulty, 
for all perfons whatever, capable of maintaining , 
a certain appearance, will always, find ad million 
into what is called tlie baft company, and be 
rated in point of character. according to their own 
valuation, without fubje£lipg their pretenfioips to 
the fraalleft doubt or examination. In all her vi- 
fits and parties (lie feized every opportunity of de-^. 
daring her prefent condition, pbferving that fli^ 
was forbid by her phyficians to tafte fuch a pickle» 
and that fuch a difh was poifon to a woman in her 
way: nay, where (lie was on a footmg of Sk 

t miliarity, 
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InHfetrity, flie affefled to make wry faces, and 
complained that the young rogue began to be very 
unruly, writhing herfelf into divers contortions, 
as if flie had been grievoufly incommoded by the 
mettle of this future Trunnion. The hulband 
himfelf did not behave with all the modei'ation 
that might have been expefted ; at the club he 
frequently mentioned this circumftance of his own 
vigour as a pretty fuccefsful feat to be performed 
by an old fellow 'of fifty-five, iand confirmed the 
opinion of his ftrength by redoubled fqueezes of 
the fandlofd's hand, which never failed of ex- 
torting a ladsfaftory certifi(iate of his might. 
When his companions draaik to the Hans en 
helder^ or Jack in the low cellar, he could i^t' 
help difplayiitg an extraordinary complacence of 
countenance, and fignified hfe intention of fend- 
i»g the young-* dog to fea, as f6on as he fliould be 
abk to carry a cartridge, in ht)pes of feeing him 
an officer before his own death. 

This hope hdped to eonfole him under the ex- 
trjiofdinary expence to which he was expofed by ^ 
the proftifionof his wife, efpecially when he con-i 
Cdered that hi« compliance with her prodigality 
would beiittiited to the expiration of the nine 
months, of which the beft part was by this time 
elapfed ; yet in fpite of all this^hilofophtcal refig- 
nation, her fancy fometimes foared to fuch a ridi- 
culous and'intolerable pitch of ihfolence and abfur- 
dity, that his temper forfook him, and he could 
not help wifhing in fe:rct, that her' pride might 
be confounded in the diffipation of her moft 
flattering hopes, even tho' he himfelf Ihould be a 
principal fufferer by the difappointm^it. Thefe, 
nowever, were no other than the fuggeftions of 
temporary difgufts,^ that commonly mbfided as • 

E % fud- 



J6 ^he Adventures of 

fuddenly as they arofe, and never gave the leaft 
difturbance to the perfon who infpired them, be- 
caufe he took care to conceal them carefully from 
'her knowledge. 

Mean while flie happi}y advanced in her rec- 
Voning, with the promife of a favourable iffiie; 
^he term of her computation expired, and in the 
Bfiiddle of the night (he was vifited by certain 
warnings that feemed to befpeak the approach of 
tlie critical moment. The commodore * got op 
with great alacrity, and called the midwife, who 
had been feveral days in the houfe ; the goflips 
were immediately fujnmoned, and the mofl intc- 
refting expedlations prevailed ; but the fymptoms 
of labour gradually vanifhed, and, as the matfont 
tagely obferved, this was no more than a £slie 
alarm. 

Two nights after they received a lecond inti- 
ination, and as fhe was fenfibly diminifhed in the 
waift, eviery thing was fuppofed to he in a fair 
way ; yet this vifitation was not more cQncIufive 
than the former ; her pains wore off in fpite of 
all her endeavours to encourage them, and the 
good women betook themfelves to their refpec- 
tive homes, in expeflation of finding the third 
attack decifive, alluding to the well-known ma- 
xim, that number three is always fortunate. For 
once, however, this apothegm failed; the next 
c?ill was altogether as ineffedual as the former ; 
aisd moreover, attended with a phaenomenon 
which to them was equally flrange and inexpli* 
cable : this was no other than fuch a redudlion 
in the fize of Mrs. Trunnion as might have been 
cxpedtad after the birth of a full-grown child. 
Startled at fuch an unaccountable event, they fat 
in clofe 4ivan i and concluding that the cafe was 

in 
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in all refpedls unnatural and prodigionsy defned 
that a meffenger might be immediately ^lifpatched 
for fome male praditioner in the art of mid- 
wifery. 

The commodore, without gueffing the canfe 
of their perplexit)', ordered Pipes immediately on 
tliis piece of duty ; and in lefs than two hours 
they were afliiled by the advice of a furgeon of 
the neighbourhood, who boldly affirmed that the 
patient hadjiever been with child. This affeve- 
ration was like- a clap of thunder to Mr. Trim- 
nion^ who had been, during eight whole days and 
niffhts, in continual expedbition of being hailed 
with the aq[^)ellation of father. 

After fame recoUedlion he fwore the furgeon 
was an ignorant fellow, and that he would not 
take his word for what he advanced, being com- 
forted and confirmed in his want of faith by the 
infinuations of the midwife, who flill perfifled to 
feed Mrs. Trunnion with hopes of a fpeedy and 
fafe delivery ; obferving tliat fhe had been con- 
c^ned in many a cafe of the fame nature, where 
a fine child was found, even after all %ns of the 
mother's pregnancy had difappeared. Every twig 
of hope, how flender foever it may be, is eagerly 
caught hold on b)^ people who find themfelves in 
danger of being difappointed. To every queftion 
. propofed by her to the lady with the preambles 
of ** Han't you?" or " Don't you i" an an- 
fwer was made in the affirmative, whether agree- 
able to 'truth or not, becaufe the refpondent 
could not find in her heart to difown any 
fymptom that might favour the notion flie had 
fo long indulged. 

This experienced proficient in the obftetric 
art w^ therefore kept in clofe attendance for the 
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fpace of three weeks, during which the patient 
had feveral returns of 'vs'hat (he pleafed herfelf 
with believing to be labour painsf^ till at length 
Ihe and her hufband became the {landing joke of 
the parifh ; and this infatuated couple could fcarce ; 
be prevailed upon to part with their hopes, even 
when flic appeared asilank as a greyhound, and, 
they were furnifhed with other unqueftionabfe 
proofs of their having been deceived. But they 
could not for ever xemain under the influence of 
this fweet delufion, which at laft faded away, said . 
was fucceeded by a paroxyfm of fbame and con- 
i^fion, that kept the bufbam vnthin doors^ for the 
fpace of a whole fortnight,' and confined his lady 
tp her bed for a feriesof weeks, during which 
flie fufFered all the anguifli of the mojlttntenfe^ 
mortification ; yet ev^i this was..f\ibdued by the 
lenient hand of time. 

- The firft refpite from her chagjin was einiployed. 
in the ftriiSl difcharge of what are called the du- 
ties of religion, which fhe performecUwith Ac 
moft rancorous feverity, fetting on foot a perfe- 
cution in her own family, that- made the houfe 
too hot for all the menial fervants, even rufBed 
the almoft invincible indifference of Tom Pipes, 
harafled the commodore himfelf out of all pa- . 
tience, and fpared no individual but lieutenant. 
Hatchwayi whom flie never ventured to difobligc. 
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CHAP. XL 

Mn. Trunnion ere6i% a tyranny in the garrifoftj 
while her hujband conceives an affedfionfor his ne-* 

' phew Perry, who manifejls a peculiarity ofdifpO' 
fttion even in fns tender yiars. 

HAVING excrcifed herfelf three months 
in fuch pious amufements, fhe appeared 
again in the world ; but her misfortune had made 
fuch an impreflion on her mind, that (he could 
hot bear the fight of a chilcj, and trembled when- 
ever the converfation happened to turn upOn a 
chfiftening. Her temper, which was naturally 
none of the fweeteft, feemed to have imbibed a 
9olible' proportion of fouring from her difaj:)point- 
fcaent ; of confequence her company was not much 
coveted, and (he found very few people difpofed 
tb treat her with thofe marks of confideration 
which ihe' looked upon as her due. This negleft 
detached her from the focidty of an Unmannerly 
■World; fhe concentred the energy of all her 
t^ents in the government of her own houfe, 
which groaned accordingly under her arbitrary 
fHvay ; and- in the brandy -bottle, found ample 
tonfolation :for all the affliftion ihe had under- 
•gone. 

As for the commodore, he in a little time wea- 
thered his difgrace, after having fuftained many 
fevere jokes from the lieutenant ; and now his 
chief aim being to be abfent from his^ own houfe 
is much as poflible, he frequented the public-' 
houfe more than ever, more afliduoufly cultivated 
the friendftiip of his hrother-in-law Mr. Pickle, 
and in the courfe of their intimacy conceived an 
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affeftion for his nephew Perry, which did not end 
but with his Hfe. Indeed i^ inuft be owned that 
Trunnion was not naturally deficient in the foclal 
paflions of the foul, which, tho' they were 
ftrangely warped, difguifed and overborne by the 
circumftance of his bolfterous life and education, 
did not fail to inanifeft themfelves occafionally 
thro* the whole coiirfe of his behaviour. 

As all the hopes of propagating his own name 
had.periflied, and his relations lay under the in- 
terdiction of his hate, it is no wonder tliat thro* 
the familiarity and friendly intercourfe fubfifting 
between him and Mr. Gamaliel, he contraded a 
liking for the boy, who by this time entered the 
third year of his age, and was indeed a very 
handfome, healthy, and promifing child ; and what 
feemed to ingratiate him ftill more with his un- 
cle, was a certain oddity of difpofition for which 
he had been remarkable even from his cradle. It 
is reported of him, that before the firft year of 
his infancy was elapfed, he ufed very often, im- 
mediately jiftec being drefled, in the midft of the 
carefTes which were bellowed upon him by his 
mother while fhe indulged herfelf in the cojitem-* 
plation of her own happinefs, all of afudden to 
alarm her with a fit of fhrieks and cries, which 
continued with great violence till he was ftripped 
to the fkin with the utmoft expedition by order 
of his affrighted parent, who thought his tender 
body was tortured by the mifapplication of fome 
unlucky pin ; and when he had given them all 
this difturbance and unneceffary trouble, he would 
lie fprawling and laughing in their faces, as if; 
he ridiculed the impertinence of their concern. 
Nay, it is affirmed, that one day, when an old 
woman who attended in the nurfery had by 
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fiealth conveyed a bottle of cordial waters to 

her mouth, he pulled his nurfe by the fleeve, and 

by a flight glance detefting the theft, tipt her 

the wink with a particular flynefs of countenance, 

as if he had faid wijth a fneer, ** Ay, ay, that is 

" what you muft all come to." But thefe in- 

flances of refleftion in a babe nine months old 

are fo incredible, that I look upon them as ex pojt 

faSlo obfervations, founded upon imaginary re- 

colleftion, when he was in a more advanced age, 

and his peculiarities of temper became much more 

remarkable ; of a piece with the ingenious 

difcoveries of thofe fagacious obfervers, who 

can difcern fomething evidently charaiSlcriftic in 

the features of any noted perfonage whofe cha- 

rafter they have previoufly heard explained ; yet, 

without pretending to fpecify at what period of 

his childhood this Angularity firft appeared, I 

can with great truth declare, that when he firft 

attrafled the notice and alTedlion of his uncle, it 

was plainly perceivable. 

One would imagine he had marked out the 
commodore as a proper objecSt of ridicuFe, for al- 
moft all his little childifh fatire was levelled a- 
gainft him, I will not deny that he might have 
been influenced in this particular by the examMle 
and inftrudlion of Mr. Hatchway, who delighted 
in fuperintending the firft eflays . of his genius* 
As the gout had taken up its refidence in Mr. 
Trunnion's great toe, from whence it never re- 
moved, no not for a day, little Perry took great 
pleafure in treading by accident on this infirm 
member; and when his uncle, incenfed by the 
pain, ufed to damn him for a heir-begotteri brat, 
be would appeafe him in a twinkling by returning 
the cmfe with equal emphafis, and aflung what 
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was the matter with old Hannibal Tough? aft 
appellation by which the lieutenant had taught 
him to diftinguifh this grim commander. 

Neither was this the only experiment he tried 
upon the patience of the commodore, with whofe 
nofe he ufed to take indecent freedoms^ even while 
he W2^ fondled on his knee ; in ond month he 
j)ut him to the expence of two guineas in feal- 
fkin, by picking his pocket of divers tobacco 
pouches, all of which he in fecret committed to 
the flames. Nor did the caprice of his difpofi- 
tion abftain from the favourite beverage of Trun- 
nion, who more than once fwallowed a whole \ 
draught in which his brother's fnufF-box had been 
emptied, before he perceived the difagreeable in- ' 
fufion : and one day, when the commodore had i 
chaftifed him by a gentle tap with his cane, he ^ 
fell flat on the floor as if he had been deprived of 
all fenfe and motion, to the ' terror and amaze- 
ment of the ftriker ; and after having filled the 1 
whole houfe With confufion and difmay, opened 
his eyes, and laughed heartily at the fuccefs of his 
own impofition. 

It would be an endlefs and perhaps no very* 
agreeable taflc, to enumerate all the unlucky 
pranks he played upon his uncle and others, be- 
fore he attained the fourth year of his age ; about 
which time he was fent, with an attendant, to a 
day-fchool in the neighbourhood, that (to ufe 
bis good mother's own expreflion) he might be 
out of harm's way. Here, however, he made 
little progrefs, except in mifchief, which he prac- 
tifed with impunity, becaufe the fchool-miftrefe 
would run no rifle of difobliging a lady of for- 
tune, by exercifing unneceffary feverities upon 
her only child, Neverthelefs, Mrs. Pickle was 

not 
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not fo blin(Uy partial as to be pleafed with fuch 
unfeafonable indulgence. Perry Was taken out 
of .the hands of this courteous teacher, and com- 
mitted to the inftruftion of a pedagogue, who was 
ordered to adminifter fuch correftion as the boy 
fhould in his Opinion deferve. This authority he 
did not negleft to ufe; his pupil was regularly 
flogged tysrice a day,, aiid, after having been 
fulyefted to ;this courfe of difcipline for the fpaee 
of, eighteen months, declared the moft obflinate, 
dull and untoward genius that ever had fallen 
under his cultivation ; inftead of being reformed, 
he femed rather hardened and confirmed in 
his vicious inclinations, and was dead to all fenfa 
tyf. fear as well as fhame. . . His mother was * 
extremely mortified at thefe fymptoms of ftur 
pidity, which fhe confidered as an inheritance, dcr 
ri\^ed from the fpirit of his father, and confe- 
qusntly infurmountablc by all the efforts of hu- .. 
man care. But the commodore rejoiced ovef the 
ruggednefs of his. nature, and was particularly 
pleafed when upon, enquiry he found that Perry . 
had beaten all tlje boys in the fchool ; a circumr 
ftance from which he prognofticated every thing., 
that w^ fair and fortunate in his future fate; 
obferving, that at his age he Wmfelf was juft fuch 
another. The boy,, who was now turned of 
fixi having profited fo little under the birch of 
hL'5 iihlpiaring governoK, Mrs. Pickle was counfel- 
led to fend him to a boarding fchool not far from 
Ldndoh, which was kept by a certain perfon 
very eminent for his fuccefsful method of educa- 
tiofi. This advice fhe the more readily embraced, 
beeaufe at that time fhe found her felf pretty far 
gone with another child, that fhe hoped would 
confoie, her for the^difappbintiiient fhe had met. . 
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vrith In the unpromifing talents of Perty, or at 
any rate divide her concern, fo as to enable her 
to endure the abfence of either* 

CHAP. XIL 

Peregrine is fent to a hoarding-fchool^ becomes re* 
mariahlefor bis genius and ambition. 

THE commodore underidanding her deter- 
mination, to which her hufband did not 
venture to make the leafl; obje£lion, interefted 
himfelf fo much in behalf of his favourite, as to 
fit him out at his own charge, and accompany 
him in perfon to the place of his deftination ;. 
where he defrayed the expence of his entrance, and 
left him to the particular care and infpeSion of 
the ulher, who having been recommended to him 
as a perfon of parts and integrity,^ received per 
advance a handfome confideration for the ta(k 1^ 
undertook. 

Nothing could be better judged than this piece 
of liberality ; the afliftant was aftually a man o£ 
learning, probity, and good fenfe ; and though 
obliged by the fcandalous adminiftration of for- 
tune to ao: in the charafter of an inferior teacher,i 
had, by his fole capacity and application, brought 
the fcnool to that degree' of reputation, whicait 
never could have obtained from the talents of his^ 
fuperior. He had eftablifhed an oeconomy, which^ 
though regular, was not at all fevere, by enaft* 
ing a body of laws fuited to the age and compre^ 
henlion of every individual ; and each tranfgref- 
hr was fairly tried by his peers, and puniflieJ 
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according to the verdiS of the jury* No boy- 
was fcourged for want of apprehenfion, but a 
fpirit of emulation was raifed by well-timed praife 
and artful comparifon, "and maintained by a diftri- 
bution of fmall prizes, which weie adjudged to 
thofe who fignalized themfelves either by their 
induftiy, fobriety, or genius. This tutor, whofe 
name was Jennings, began with Perry, accor J- 
iag to his conftaiit maxim, by examining the 
foil ; that is, ftudying his temper, in order to 
confult the biafs of his difpofition, which was 
ftrangely perverted by the abfurd difcipline he 
had undergone. He found him in a ftate of fut- 
ien infenubility> wliich the child had gradually 
contra6ted in a long courfe of ftupifying correc- 
tion ; and at firft he was not in the leaft acEluated 
by that comrtiendation which animated the reft 
of his fchool-fellows ; nor was it in the power 
of reproach to excite his ambition, which had - 
been buried, as it were, in the grave of difgrace : 
the uflier therefore had recourfe to contemptuous 
negled, with which he affefted to treat this ftub- 
born fpirit ; forefeein^ that if he retained any 
feeds of fbntimcnt, this weather would infallibly 
raife them into vegetation: his judgment wa» 
juftified by the event ; the boy in a little time 
began to make obfervations ; he perceived the 
marks of diftinftion with which virtue was re- 
warded, grew aftiamed of the defpicable figure 
he liimfelf made among his companions, who, fer 
from courting, rather fhunned his converfation, 
aixl adlually pined at his own 'want of import- 
ance. 

Mr. Jennings faw and rejoiced at his mortifi- 
cation; which he fuffered to proceed as far as pof- 
fible, without endangering his health. The child 

loft 
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loft all relifti for diverfiorr, loathed his food, grew 
penfive, folitary, and was frequently found weep- 
ing by himfelf. Thefe fymptoms plainly evinced 
the recovery of his feelings, to which his gover- 
nor thought it now high time to make applica- 
tion ; and therefore by little and little altered his 
behaviour from the indifference he had put on, ^ 
to- the appearance of more regard and attention* , 
This produced a favourable change in the boy, 
whofe eyes -fparkled with fatisfa6lion one day, , 
when his mafter ^xpreffed Jiimfelf with ^ fliew of v 
furprife in thefe words, " So, Perry ! I find.you i 
don't want genius, when you thirifc proper to ufe . 
it/' Such encomiums kindled the fpirit of emu- 
lation in his little breaft; he exerted himfelf with = 
furprifing alacrity, by which he foon acquitted \ 
himfelf of the imputation of dullnefs, and ob- - 
tained fundjpy honorary filver pennies, as acknow- - 
ledgments of his application : his fchool-fellpws s 
now folicited his friendfhip as eagerly as they . 
had avoided it before ; and in lefs than a twelve^ 
month after hi^ arrival, this fuppofed dunce was 
remarkabld' for the brightnefs of his parts ; hav- • 
ing in that (hort period learnt to read EngHfh j 
perfeftly well, made great progrefs in writing, . 
enabled himfelf to fpeak the French lariguage t 
wkhout hefitation, and acquired fome knowledge • 
in the rudinients of the Latin tongue, The ufher : 
did riot fail to tranfmit an account- of. hii profi- 
ciency to the commodore^ who received it with' , 
tranfport, and forthwith commiinicated the hap-, 
py tidings to the parents. 

Mr. Gamaliel Pickle, who was never fubje(?l' 
to violent emotions, heard them with 5 fort of • 
phlegmatic fatisfaftion, that fcarce manifefted it- 
felf either in bis counteAanc^ or expirei&ons ; nor 
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31d the child's mother break fofth into that rapture 
and admiration which might have b^n expcQed, 
when (he tmderftood how much the talents of her - 
fifft-bom had exceeded the hope^ of her warmeft 
imagination. Not but thatfhe profeffed her- 
felf well pleafed "vt^ith Pefry's reputation ; though 
ftie obferved that in thefe commendations the ^ 
truth was always exaggerated by fchool-mafiers, 
for their own intereft ; and pretended to wonder 
that the ulhcr had not mingled more probability 
with his praife. Trunnion was offended at her 
indifference and want of faith, and believing that 
flte refined too much in her difcernment, fwore 
that Jennings had declared the truth, andnotliing. 
but the • truth ; for he himfelf had prophefied • 
from the beginning, that the boy would turn out 
a credit to his family. But by this time Mrs. 
Pickle was bleffed with a daughter, whom fhe 
had brought into the world about^fix months be- 
fore the intelligence arrived ; fo that her care and 
affeftion being otherwife engroffed, the praife of 
Perry was the lefs greedily devoured. The abate- 
iaent of her fondnefs was an advantage to his 
education, which would have been retarded, 
jUftl perhaps ruined by pernicious indulgence and 

Srepoftercfus interpofition, had her love coni^- 
ered him as an -only child; whereas her concern 
being now diverted to another objeft that Ihared; 
at leaft, one half of her affeftion, he was left 
to the management of hisrpreceptor, who tutored 
him according to his own plan, without any lett 
or interruption. Indeed all his fagacity and cir- 
eumfpeftion were but barely fufficient to keep 
the young gentleman in order ; for now that he 
had won the palm of viftory from his rivals in 
point of fcholarihip, hi$ ambition dilated, and 
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he was feized with the defire of fubjefling the 
whole fchool by the valour of his arm. Before 
he could bring his proje6l to bear, innumerable 
battles were fought with various fuccefs -^ every 
day a bloody nofe and complaint were prefented 
againft him, and his own vifage commonly bore 
fome livid marks of obftinate contention. ^ At 
length, however, he accomplifhed his aim ; hi& 
adverfaries were fubdued, his prowefs acknow- 
ledged, and he obtained the laurel in war as well 
as in wit. Thus triumphant, he was intoxicated 
with fuccefs. His pride rofe in proportion to 
his power, and in fpite of all the endeavours of 
Jennings, who pra<3ifed every method he could 
invent for curbing his licentious conduft, with- 
out depreffing his fpirit, he contrafted a large 
proportion of infolence, which a feries of misfor- 
tunes that happened to him in the fequel could 
fcarce effeftually tame. Neveithelefs there wa& 
a fund of good nature and generoGty iix his com- 
pofition ; and though he eftabliflied a tyranny 
aniiong his comrades, the tranquillity of his reign 
was mtaintained by the love rather than by jna 
fear of his fubjeSs. 

In the midft of all this enjoyment of empire^ 
he never once violated that refpeftful awe with 
which the ufher had found means to infpire him ;. 
but he by no means preferved the fame regard 
for the principal raafter, an old illiterate German 
quack, who had formerly praSifed corn-cutting 
among the quality, and fold cofmetic walhes ta 
the ladies,, together with teeth powders, hair- 
dying Hquors, prolific elixirs, and tin6lures to 
fweeten the breath* Thefc noftrums reconi- 
^ended by the art of cringings in which he wa* 
confummate) ingratiated him To much with people 
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•f iafhion, that he was enabled to kt op fdiool 
with five and twenty bays of the beft families, 
whom he boarded on his own tenns, and under-" 
took to inftruA in the. French and Latin lan- 
gua^eS) fo as to qualify them for the colleges of 
Weftminfter and Eaton* While this plan was ia 
its infancy, he was fo fortunate as to meet with 
Jennings^ who for the paultry confideration of 
thirty pounds a year, which his neceffities comr 
pelled him to accept, took the whole trouble of 
educating the children upon himfelf, contrived 
an excellent fydem for that purpofe, and by hi* 
alfiduity and knowledge executed all the particu- 
lars tx) the entire fatisradion of thole con5:erned9 
who, by the bye, never inquired into his quali-* 
fications, but fu£fered the other to enjoy the fruits 
of bis labour and ingenuity » 

Over and above a lar^ ftock of avarice, igj-^ 
norance and vanity, this fuperior had certain ri* 
cliculous peculiarities in his perfon, fuch as a bunch 
|q)pnliu ^ck, and diilorted limbs, that feemed. 
to attra<i the fatyrical notice of Peregrine, who^ 
young as he was, took offence at his want of re- 
verence for his ulhcr, over whom he fometimes 
chofe opportunities of difplaying his authority, 
that the boys might not difplace their veneration. 
Mr. Keypftick, therefore, fuch as I have de- 
fcribed him, incurred the contempt and.difplea- 
fure of this enterprifing pupil, who now being 
in the lothyear of his age, had capacity enough, 
to give 'him abundance of vexation. He under- 
went many mortifying jokes from the invention 
of Pickle and his confederates.; fo that he began 
t<^ entertain fuipicion of Mr. Jennings, who he 
could not help thinking, had been at the bottom 
of ^h(?ip alii ^id ipirited up principles of rebelliou 
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in the ichool, with a view of making hinifelf in- 
dependent. Poffeffed with this chimeri, which' 
was void of all foundation, the German de- 
fcended fo low as to tamper in private with the 
bdys, from whom he hoped to draw fome very 
important 'difcovery ; but he was difappointed in 
his expeSation; and this mean pra&ice reaching 
the ears of.his ufher, he voluntarily refignedi his 
employments Finding interefl: to ' obtain holy 
orders in a little time after, he left the kingdom, 
hoping to find a fetdement in fome ofeour Amcri- 
tan plantations. 

" llie departure of Mr. Jmiings produced a 
gi^eat revolutiioh in the affairs of Keypftitk, '4hidi 
decHned frbm that moment^ becaufe he had nei- 
ther authority to enforce obedience, nor prudence 
to maintain order among his fcholars; fo '^t 
the fchool degenerated into anarchy and' cbiifii- 
lib'n, and he hiinfelf dwindled in the obiitioii 6i 
his emplojf^ers, Who locked upion him lii fli^r- 
^nnuatied, ^d%ithdrew their chiHren fitim'Sfe 
tilition. 

^ Peregrine feeirig^ this diffolutJon of ifljfeir fo'tiety, 
dnd finding himfelf every* day deprived of fome 
companion, began to repine at his fituation, and 
I'efolved, if polfible, to. procure his releafe froip 
the jurifdiftion of the perfon whom he both de- 
fefted and defpifed. With this view he went to 
"Vrork, and (rompofed the following billet, addfeifed 
tb the commodore, which was the firft fpecimen 
of his compofition in the epiftolary way. 

Honoured jamd loving uncle, %, 

ipT Oping you are in good health, this ferves 
*^ to inform you, that Mr.' Jennings is gone, 
a&d Mr* Keypftick will.never meet Vrith his fel- 
low. 
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tew. The fchool is already almoft broke up, and i 
the reft daily going away ; and I beg of you of all 
love to have me fetcljed away alfo, for I cannot 
bear to be iny longer under one who is a per fe6t 
ignoramus, who fcarce knows the declination of 
mufa^ and is more fit to be a fcare-crow»than a 
fchool-mafter 4 hoping you will fend for me foon, 
with my love to my aunt, and my duty to my ho- 
loured parent-s, craving* their bleffiiig and yours*^ 
And this is all at prefent from, honoured uncle, . 
ydur well-beloved and dutifiil nephew and god- 
f0n, and humbk fervant. to ^command ^tfll;. 
death, 

• 

Trunnion was overjoyed at the receifit of this 
l^teir, whkhhe teokol uponas one of thegrea 
^ lefforCs of human genius^vand as fuchcommuni- 
cated * the contents to -his lady, whom- %e *4iad ' 
diftufbed for the puipofe in the middle of her de-* 
vl>tion, by- feeding, a raeffage to her clofet,' tthi-' 
ther it was her €U%om very frequently to retire. '-. 
Ship was out of: humour, atn- being interrupted, 
and therefore did notperufe this fpecimen of her : 
nephew's underftahding with aH the rielifh that 
the- commodore himfejf had enjoyed ; ' on the -. 
contrary, after fundry paralytica! endeavours to 
fyeak (for her tongue fometimes refufed its 'of- 
fi^), iht obferved that the- boy was,a pert jacka- 
napes, and deferved to be^'feverely chaftifed for 
treating his betters with fuch difrefpeft. Her huf- - 
band undertook his godfon's defence, reprefent- 
ing with great warmth that he knew Keypftick 
to be a good for nothing pimping old rafcal, and 

that 
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tliat Perry fliewed a great deal of fpirit and good 
feufe in defiring to be taken from under his com- 
mand ; he therefore declared that the boy fhould 
not live a week longer with fuch a {hajnbling fon 
of a bitch, and fan^tioned his declaration . with 
abundance of oaths. 

Mrs. Trunnion compofing her countenance 
into a look of religious demurenefs, rebuked him 
for his pro£me way of talking ; and afked in a 
magifterifd tone, if he intended neve;r to lay afide 
that brutal behaviour ! Irritated at this reproach, 
be anfwered in terms of indignation, that he 
knew how to behave himfelf ais well as e*er a wo- 
man that wore a head, bade her mind her o^n 
affairs, and with another repetition of oaths gave 
her to underiland that he would be mailer in his 
own houfe. 

This infinuation. operated upon h^r fpixits-like 
fri^ion upon a glafs globe { her face gleamed with 
leientment,, and every pore feemed to emit p^rti* 
cles of flame. She replied with inc;redible flu^c)r 
of the bittereft expreflions. He retorted equal 
rage in broken hints and incoherent implica- 
tions. She rejoined with redoubled fury, and in 
conclufion he was fain to betake himfelf to flight, 
ejaculating curfes againft her; and muttering 
fomething concerning the brandy-bottle, which, 
however) he took care fhould never reach her 
ears. 

From his own houfe he went direflly to vifit 
Mrs. Pickle, to whom he imparted Peregrine's 
epillle, with many encomiums upon the boy's 
promifing parts ; and finding his commendations 
but coldly received, defired flxe \|ould permit him 
to take lus godfon under his own care. 

Thi* 
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This lady, whofe family was now increafed by 
another (on who feemed to engrofs her care for 
the prefi^nt, had not feen Perry during a courfe 
of four years, and ivith regard to him, was' per- 
feSly weaned of that infirmity known by the 
name of maternal fondnefs ; fhe therefore con- 
fentcd to the commodore's requeft with great 
condefcenfion, and a polite compliment to him 
on the concern he had all along manifefted for the 
welfare of the child. 
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The commodore takes Peregrine under his own care. 
*fhe boy arrives at tbegarrifon y—isfrangely re* 
eeived by his own mother ; — enters into a confe^ 
deracy with Hatchway and Pipes, and exe^ 
cutes a couple of waggijb enterprizes upon his 
aunt. 

TRunnion having obtained this permiflion, 
that very afternoon difpatched the lieute- 
nant in a poft-chaife to Keypftick's houfe, from 
whence in two days he returned with our young 
hero ; who being now in the eleventh year of 
his age, had outgrown the expedation of all his 
family, and was remarkable for the beauty and 
elegance of his perfon. His godfather was tranf- 
ported at his arrival, as if he had been adlualiy 
the iffu© of his own loins. He fliook him heartily 
by the hand, turned him round and round, fur- 
veyed him from top to bottom, bade Hatchway 
take notice how handfomely he was built ; . 
%ieez€d his hand again, faymg, ^< Damn ye. 
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you dogj I fuppofe you don't vAlue fuch an old 
" cTSLzy fon of a bitch as me a rope's end. You 
* have forgot how I wont to dandle you on my 
knee, when you was a little urchin no bigger than 
the Davit, and played a thoufand tricks upon me, 
'burning my l^cco-pouches and poifoning my 
Tumbo : O ! damn ye, you can-grin fail enough 
I fee ; 1. warrant you have learnt more things than 
-writing -and the Latin lingo." "^ Even Tom Eipcs 
' exprefied uncommon fatisfia6Uon on this joyful 
occafion ; and coming up to Perry, thruft forth 
];iis fore paw, and accofted him with the faluta^ 
tion of " What chear, my young matter ? I am 
glad to fee the with all my heart." Thefe com- 
pliments being paiTed, his uncle halted to the do6r 
of his wife's chamber, at which het'ftood hollow- 
ing, " Here'« your fcinfmaii P6rry, befike jndu 
"Won't come-and bid him welcome." "Lord! Mr. 
Trunnion, faid fhe, w^y will you continualiy 
harafs me in this manner with your impeitineilt 
intrufion ?" " I harrow y6u, replied the ccWnmo- 
dore : 'fblood ! I believe your upper works are 
damaged, I only came to inform you that here 
was your coufm, whom you have not* feen theffc 
font long years; ahd I'll be idamn'd if there is* 
fuch "another of his age within the king's domi- 
anions, d'ye fee, either for make Or mettle; he^ 
u credit to the name, d'ye fee, "but damn niy eye» 
I'll fay no more 6f tlie matter ; •if you come y6H 
'may, ifyou won't you may let it alone." "Well, 
I won't come then (aiifwered his yoke-fellow) fcfr 
T am at prefent more agreeably employed." 
« Oho ! you are ? I believe fo too ;" cried the 
commodore, making wry faces and mimicking 
the^Sion of dramKlrinkmg* Then addrefTrng 

him- 
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liimfelf tp Hat^tt^y, " Prithee Jack (faid hejt 
go and tr)r thy flclll on that ftubbom hulk ; if any 
body eaix bring her about, I know you wool." 
The lieutenant accordingly taking his ftation at 
the door, conveyed his perfuafion u\ thefe words, 
" What won't you turn out and hail little Perry ? 
it willxlo your heart good to fee fuch a handfome 
young dog; Tm fure he is the very moral of you, 
and as like as if he had been fpit out of your own 
mouth, as the faying is, do fliew a little refpeA 
for your kinfman, can't you?" -To this remon- 
ftrance fhe replied in a mild tone of voice,* *^ Dear 
Mr, Hatchway, you are always teazing one, in 
fuch a manner ; fure. I am, no- body can tax me 
with unkindnefs, or want of natural affe£lion ;" 
fo laying, iheft^apened the door, and advancing 
»to the hall where her nephew flood, received him 
very gracioufly, and obferved that he was the 
very image of lier papa. 

Imthe^ternoon he was condiifled by the com- 
nxxloipe to the houfe of his parents ; and, (Irange 
to telj, *iio fopner was he prefented to his mother, 
' thanher countenance changed, (he eyed him wirfi 
tokens of aflfliftion and furprize, and burfting 
into tears, exclaimed her child was dead, and 
tlus was no. other tlian an impoftor whom they 
had brought to defraud her forrow. Trunnion 
was coniounded at this unaccountable pafBon, 
which had no other foundation than caprice arid 
whim ; and Gamaliel himfelf fo difconcerted and 
UQfettled in his own belief, which began to waver, 
that he knew not how to behave towards the 
boy, whom his godfather immediately carried 
back to the garrifon, fwearing all the way that 
Perry (hould never crois tt^ir tbreihold again 

with 
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with his good-will. Nay, To much was he Irt- 
cenfed at this unnatural ahd abfurd renunciation, 
that he refiifed to carry on any fitrther correfpdnd- 
cfnce with Pickle, until he Was appeafed by his 
folidtations and fubmiffion, and Petegrine owned 
as his fon and heir. But this acknowledgment 
Was made without the privity of his wife^ whofe 
vncious averfion he was obliged, in appearance, 
tb adopt. Thus exiled from his father's houfe, 
the young gentleman was left entirely to the dif* 
pbfal of the commodore, whofe affeftion for him 
daily increafed, infomuch that he could fcarce 
prevail upon himfelf to part with him, when his 
education abfolutely required that he (hould be 
otherwife difpofed of. 

In all probability, this extraordinary attach- 
ment was, if not produced, at leaft rivetted by 
tjhat peculiar turn in Peregrine's imagination, 
which we have already obferved; and which, 
glaring his refidence in the caftle, appeared in 
fandry ftratagems he praSifed upon his uncle and 
aunt, under the aufpices of Mr. Hatchway, who 
afiifted him in the contrivance and execution of 
alV his fchemes. Nor was Pipes exempted from 
a fhare in their undertakings ; for, being a trufty 
fellow, not without dexterity in fome cafes, and 
altogether refigned to their will, they found him 
a ferviceable inftrument for their purpofe, and 
ufed him accordingly. 

The firft fample of their art was exhibited upon 

, Mrs. Trunnion. They terrified that good ladj^with 
ftrange noifes when (he retired to her devotion. 
Pipes was a natural genius in the compofition of 
dilcords ; he could imitate the found produced by 
the winding of a jack, the filing of a law, and 

tlie fwinging of a malefactor hanging in chains ; 
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Jie could counterfeit the brapng of art afs, the 
fcrefeching of a niglit-owl, the caterwauling of 
cats tlie howling of a dog, the fqueaking of a 
pig, the crowing of a cotk ; and he had learned* 
the war hoopi iittettd by the Indian^ in North 
itenerica, Thcfe talents were ekerted fucceflive- 
ly at dUferent times and places, to the terror ot 
Mrs. Trunnion; the difcompofure of the commo-: 
rfore himfelf, and the conftefnatibri of air the fer- 
vants iu the caftle. Peregrine, with a flieet over 
his clothes, foihctimes tumbled before his aunt in 
the .twilight, when her organs of yifion were a 
little impaired by the cordial (he had fwallowed ; 
and the boatftvain's mate taught him to (hoe cats 
with walnut^fliells, fo that they made a moft 
dreadful clattering in their nodlurnal excurfions. 
Tlie mind of Mrs. Trunnion was not a little dif- 
turbed by thefe alarms, which, in her opinion, 
porteh<fcd the death of fome principal perfon in 
the family 4 ihe redoubled her religious exercifes, 
and fortined her fpirits with frefh potations ; nay 
Ihe began to take notice tliat Mr. Trunnion's 
conftitution was very miich broke, and feemed 
difRitisfied when people obfcrved that they never 
fawhim look b'ettef'. Her frequenf vifits to the ^ 
dofet, where all her cotifolatibri was dcpofited, 
infpired the confederates with a device which had 
lik« to have been attended with tragical confe- 
quences. They found an opportunity to infufe 
iallap in one of her cafe-bottles, and fhe took fo 
largely of this medicine, that her conftitution 
had well nigh funk under the violence of it's 
efFe6l, She fuffered a fucceffion of fainting fits 
that reduced her to the brink of the grave, in 
fpite of all the remedies that were adminiftered by 
a phyfician, who was called in the beginniu^cC 
\.Oh. I. F V^x 
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her dlforder. After having examined the fymp- 
toms, he declar^pd that the patient had been poi-^ 
fpned with arfenic, and prefcribed oily draughts 
and lubricating injec^ons, to defend the coats of 
the ftomach and inteftines from the' vellicating 
particles of that pernicious mineral ; at the fame 
time hinting, with a look of infinite fagacity, that 
it was not difficult to divine the whole myftery. 
He aflfefted to deplore the poor lady, as if me 
was expofed to more attempts of the feme nature ; 
thereby glancing obliqbely at the innocent com- 
modore, whom the officious fon of JEkuldipuis 
fufpe^led as the author of this expedient, to rid 
his hands of a yoke-fellow for whom he was well 
known to have no great devotion. This imper- 
tinent and malicious infinuation made fome im- 
preffion upon the bye-ilanders, and furniflied am- 

?le field for flander, to afperfe the morals of 
"runnion, who was reprefented through the 
whole diftrift as a monfler of barbarity. Nay, 
the fufferer herfelf, though (he behaved with great 
decency and prudence, could not help entertain- 
ing fome fmall diffidence of her hufband; not 
that {he imagined he had zny defign upon her 
life, but that he had been at pains to adulterate 
the brandy, with a view of detaching her from 
that favourite liquor. 

On this fuppofition flie refolved to aft with 
more caution for the future, without fetting on 
foot any inquiry about the affair : wliile the 
commodore, imputing her indifpofition to fome 
natural caufe, after the danger was pall, never 
bellowed a thought upon the fubjedl ; fo that the 
perpetrators were quit of their fear, which, how- 
ever, had punifhed them fo effedlually, that they 

never 
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■ever would hazard any more jokes of the tame 
aature. 

The fliafts of their wit were now diredeJ 
againft the commander himfeif) whom they teiz- 
ed and terrified almoft out of his fenfes. One 
day while he was at dinner, Pipes came and told 
him, that there was a perfcm below that wanted 
to fpeak with him immediately about an ai&ir of 
the greateft importance, that would admit of na 
delay : upon which he ordered the ftrajiger to be 
told that he was engaged, and that he muft fend 
up his name and bufinels. To this demand he 
received for anfwer a meflage, importing thac 
the perfon's name was unknown to him, and his 
bufmefs of fuch a nature, that it could not be 
difclofed to any one but the commodore himfelf, 
whom he eameftly defired to fee without lots of 
time. 

Trunnion, furprifed at this impormnity, got 
up with great reludlance in the middle of hi» 
meal, and defcended to a parlour where the 
ftrangei* was, afked him in a furly tone what he 
wanted with him in fuch a damned hurry, that he 
could not wait till he had made an end of his 
mefs ? The other, not at all difconcerted at this 
rough addrefs, advanced clofe up to him on his 
tiptoes, and with a lopk of confidemce and conceit, 
laying his mouth to one fide of the commodore's 
head, whifpered foftly in his ear, ** Sir, I am the 
attorney whom you wanted to converfe with in pri- 
vate." "The attorney]" cried Trunnion, flar- 
ing and half choaked with choler. ** Yes, Sir, 
at your fervice, replied this ^-etainer to the law, 
and if you pleafe, the fooner we difpatch the afiFair 
the better ; for 'tis an old obfervation, that delay 
breeds danger." ** T/uly, brother, faid the com- 

F 2 imAq\^i 
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modore, who could no longer contain himfelft 
I' do confefs that 1 am very much of your way of 
thinking, d'ye fee ; and therefore you (hall bedif- 
patched in a trice;** fo faying, he lifted up Wb 
walking ftaff, which was fomething between a 
crutch and a cudgel, and difcharged it with fuch 
energy on the feat of the attorney's underftanding, 
that if there had been any thing but folid bone, 
the contents of his fkull muft have been ev^acu- 
ated. ^ ' 

Fortified as he was by nature againll: all fuch 
alTaults, he could not withftand the momentum 
of the blow, which in an inftant laid him flat on 
the fbor, deprived of all fenfe and motion ; and 
Trunnion hopped up ftairs to dinner, applauding 
himfel^ in ejaculations all the way for the ven- 
geance he had taketi on fuch an impudent petti- 
fogging mifcreant. 

The attorney no fooner awaked from his 
trance, into which he had been fo unexpeftedly 
lulled, than he caft his eyes around in queft of 
evidence, by which he might be enabled the*more 
eafily to prove the injury he had fuftained ; but 
not a foul appearing, he made fhift to get upon 
his legs again, and with the blood trickling over 
his nofe, followed one of the fervants into the 
dining-room, refolved to come to an explanation 
with the affailant, and either extort money from 
him by way of fatisfaftion, or provoke him to a 
fecond application before witneffes. With this 
view he entered the room in a peal of clamour, 
to the amazement of all prefent, and the terror of 
Mrs. Trunnion, who fhrieked at the appearance 
d fuch a fpedacle ; and addreffing binifelf to the 
commodore, " I'll tell you whaf. Sir, faid h^ if 
there be law in England, I'll make you fmart 

\ €Qt- 
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for this here affiiult ; you think you have fcreened 
yourfelf from a profecution, by fending all your 
fervants out of the way, but that circumftance 
will appear upon trial to be a plain proof of the 
malice propenfe with which the iaSt was com- 
mitted : efpecially when corroborated by the evi- . 
denc^ of this here letter, under your own hand, 
whereby I am defired to come to your own houfe 
to tranfa(^ an affair of confequence ; fq faying, he 
produced the writing, and read the contents in 
thefc words. 

Mr. Roger Ravine, 
S I R, 

BEING in a manrier prlfoner in my own 
houfe, I defire you will give me a call pre- 
cifely at three o'clock in the afternoon, and infift 
i^on feeing you myfelf,N as I have an affair of 
great confequence, in which your particular ad- 
vice is Wanted by your humble fervant, ; 

Ha'wser TruMnion', 

The one-eyed commander, who had been fatif- 
fied with the chaftifement he had already be- 
ftowed upon the plaintiff, " hearing him read this 
audacious piece of forgery, which he confidered 
as the effed of his own villany, ilarted up from 
table, and feizing a huge turkey that lay in a difh 
before him, would have applied it fauce and all by 
way of poultice to his wound, had he not been 
reftrained by Hatchway, who laid fafl: hold on 
both his arms, and fixed him to his chair again, 
advifing the attorney to fheer off with what he 
bad got. Far from following this falutary cpunfel, 

F 3 ' ^'V^ 
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he redoubled his threats, and fet Trunnion at de- 
fiance, telling him he was not a man of true 
courage, although he had commanded a Ihip of 
war, or elfe he would not have attacked any 
perfon in fuch a cowardly and clandefline man- 
ner. This provocation would Imve anfwered his 
purpofe effeSually, had not his adverfary's in^ 
dignation been repreffed by the fuggeftions of the 
lieutenant, who defired his friend in a whifper tQ 
be eafy, for he would take care to have the attor- 
ney tofled in a blanket for his prefumption. This 
propofal, which he received with great approba- 
tion, pacified him in a moment ; he wiped the 
fweat from his forehead, and his features relaxed 
into a grim fmile. 

Hatchway difappeared, and Ravine proceeded 
with great fluency of abufe, until he was inter- 
rupted by the arrival of Pipes, who without arty 
cxpoftulation, led him out by the hand, and coii- 
du(9:ed him to the yard, where he was put into a 
carpet, and in a twinkling fent into the air by 
the ftrength and dexterity of five flout operators, 
Whom the lieutenant had felefted from the num- 
ber of domeflics for that Angular fpell of duty. 

In vain did the aftoniftied vaulter beg for the 
love of God and paflion of Chrift, that they would 
take pity upon him, and put an end to his invo- 
hmtary gambols ; they were deaf to his prayers 
and proteftations, even when he fwore in the 
moft folemn manner, that if they would ceafe 
tormenting him, he would forget and forgive 
what was pafled, and depart in peace to his owft 
habitation ; and continued the game till they 
were fatigued with the exercife. 

Ravine being difmifled in a moft melancholy 
plight, brought an adlion of affault and battery 
' ^ - againlt . 
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s^ainft the commodore, and fubpoena'd all the 
fcrvants as evidences in the caufe ; but as none of 
them had feen what happened, he did not find 
his account in the profecution, though lie him- 
felf examined all the witnefles, and among other 
queftions, aiked,* whether they had not feen hinv 
come in like another man ? and whether they 
had ever feen any other man in fuch a condition 
as that in which be ha*^! crawled off? But thii 
laft interrogation they were not obliged to an- 
fwer, becaufe-it had reference to the fecond clir- 
cipline he had undergone, in which tliey, and 
they only were concerned ; and no perfon is 
bound to give'teftimony againft himfelf. 

In fhort, the attorney was nonfuitcd, to the 
fatisfadlion of all who knew him, and found him- 
felf under the necelTity of prov^ing that he had 
received, in courfe of poft, the letter which v\ as 
declared in court a fcandalous forgery, in order 
to prevent an indidlment with which he was 
threatened by the commodore, who little dreamt 
that the whole affair had been planned and exe- 
cuted by Peregrine and his affociates. 

The next enterprife in which this triumvirate 
engaged, was a fcheme to frighten Trunnion 
with an apparition, which they prepared and ex- 
hibited in this manner : To the hide of a large- 
ox. Pipes fitted a leathern vizor of a moft terrible 
appearance, ftretched on the jaws of a (hark, 
which he had brought from fea, and accommo- 
dated with a couple of broad glaffes inftead of 
eyes. On the infide of thefe he placed two rufli- 
lights, and with a compofition of fuphur and fait- 
petre, made a pretty large fufe, which he fixed" 
between two rows of the teeth. This equipage- 
being finifhed, he, one dark night chofenfor the* 

F 4 ijur- 
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purpofe, put it on^ and following the commo- 
dore iilto a long paffage in which he was pre- 
ceded by Perry with a light in his hand, kindled 
his fire-work with a match, and fc^gan to bellow 
like a bull. The boy, as it was concerted, look^ 
ing behind him, fc reamed aloud, and dropped th^ 
light, which was extinguijQied in the faU \ wbea 
T'runnion, alarmed at his nephew's conftemation, 
exclaimed, " Zounds \ what's the matteir ?'* Ab4 
turning about to fee the caufe of his difmay, be* 
held a hideous phantom vomiting blue flame, which 
aggravated the horrors of its afpeft. He was in* 
ftiantly feized with an agony of fear, wliich di- 
vefted him of his reafon ; neverthelcfs, he, ^ as it 
were mechaniGally, r«iifed his trufty fupporter in 
his own defence, and the apparition advancing 
towards him, aimed it at this dreadful smnoyancQ 
with fuch a convulfive exertion of flrength, that 
had not the blow^ chanced to light upon one oC 
the horns, Mr. Pipes would have had no caufe to 
value himfclf upon his invention. Mifapplied as 
lit was, he did not fail to ftagger at the (hock^ 
and dreading another fuch falutatioD> ctoied witH 
the commodore, and liaving tripped up his heels^ 
retreated with great expedition. 

It was then that Peregrine, pretending to re- 
colleft himfelf a httle, ran with all the marks of 
difturbance and affright, and called up the fer- 
vzxxi^ to the afliftance of their mafter ; whom; 
they found in a cold fweat upon the floor, his fea^ 
tures betokening horror and confufibn. Hatch-^ 
way raifed him up, and having comforted him 
with a cup of Nantz, began to enquire into the 
caufe of his difordetr : but he could not extraft 
one word of anfwer from his friend, who, after 
a confid^rable paufe, during which he feemed to 
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be ^9nrag[i6d up in profound contemplation, pro- 
nonnced aIoud> ^^ By the Lord ! Jack, you may 
by wha£ you wool ; but Fil be damned if it was 
not Davy Jones himfelf. I know him by his 
&ucer*eyes, his thiice rows of teeth, his homs 
and tail, and tlie blue fmoke that came otit of 
his noftrils. What does the black-guard, hell's 
baby want ^ith mq ? I*m fure I never committed 
nmrder, except, in the way of ray profeffion, nor 
wronged any mah whatfomever fince I firft went 
to fea.'' This fame Davy Jones, according ta 
the mythology of failors, is the fiend that pto- 
fides over all the evil fpirits of the deep, and is 
often feen in various ftiapes, perching among the 
rig^gon the eve of hurricanes, fliipwrecks, and 
odJer dififters, to which a fea- faring life is ex- 
pofed; fvarning the devoted tor etch of death and 
woe» No woinder then that Trunnion was dif- 
turbed by a fuppofed vifit of this daemon, which, 
ia his opinion, fordboded fome dreadful calamity. ; 

CHAP. XIV. 

& is alfo by their device engaged in an adventuri 
with the excifeman^ who does not find his account 
in his tnvn drdUery^ 

HOwfoever prepofterous and unaccountable 
that pafHon may be, which prompts per- 
fons, otherwife generous and fympathifing, to 
afl[i<9: and perplex their fellow-creatures, certkin 
it is, our confederates entertained fuch a large 
j^rc^rtion of it, that not fatisfied with the 
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pranks they had sdready played^ they ftill perfen 
cuted the commodore without ceaung. In the 
courfe of liis own hiftory, the particulars of which 
he delighted to recount^ he h^ often rehearfed 
an adventure of deer-ftealing, in which (during 
the unthinking impetuofity of his youth he had 
been unfortunately concerned). Far. from fuc*^ 
ceeding in that afchievement» he and his a£b- 
ciates had.(it feema) been made prifoners^ after ai^ 
obftinate engagement with the keepers^ and car- 
ried before a neighbouring juftice of the peace, 
who ufed Trunnion with great indignity^ and witb 
his companions committed him td jail. 

His own relations, and in • particular . an« uncle: 
on whom he chiefly depended^ treated him during 
his. confinen^nt with great rigour and inhuma- 
nity^ and abfolutely refined to inteipefe his influ- 
ence in hia behalf, unlefs he would fign a writing, 
obliging himfelf tO' go to fea within thirty days 
after hi^^. releafe, under the penalty of being pro-^ 
ceeded againft as a felon. The alternative was, 
cither to undergo tlus voluntary exile, or remaiifc 
in prifon- difowned and deferted by every body, 
and after all fufTer afi ignominious triai^. that 
might end in a fentence of tranfportation for 
Kfe. He therefore^ without much heiitationy. 
embraced the gropo^l of :his kinfman, and (as he 
<Aferved) was, in lefs than a month after his dif- 
charge, turned adrift to the mercy of the wind 
and wave^r*, ' 

Since that pexiod'he bad never maintained any 
«>rrefpondence >^ith his- relations, all of whom 
had concurred in fending him off; nor would te 
ever pay the leaft regard to the humiliations and 
fuj^lications of fome among thetn, who had 
profir^ed themfelves before bun, on the advance- 
ment 
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ment of hi& fortune : but he retained a molt inve-^ 
terate refentment againft his uncle, who was ftill- 
in being, tho' extremely old and infirm, and fre- 
quently mentioned his name with all the bitler- 
nefe of revenge. 

Perry being perfeflly well acquainted with the 
particulars of this fiory, which he had heard fa 
often r^ated,. propoled to Hatchway, that a 
perfon (houid be hired to introduce himielf tg the 
commodorje, with a fuppofititious letter of recom-- 
mendation from this detefted kinfman ; an impo- 
fition that, in all likelihood,, would afford abun- 
dance of diver fion. -» . 

The lieutenant reliflied the fcheme, an J young; 
Pickle having compofed an epiille for the occa- 
fion, the excifeman of the parifh^ a fellow of 
great impudence and fome humour^ in whom 
Hatchway could confide, undertook to tranfcribe 
and deliver it with his own- hand, and alfo per- 
fonate the man in whofe favour it was feigned to 
be writ. He, accordingly, one morning arrived 
on horfeback at the garrifon, two hours at leaft 
befofe Trunnion ufed- to. get up, and gave Pipes,, 
who admitted him, to underfiand, that he had. 
a letter for his mafter, which he was ordered to 
deliver to none but the commodore: himfelf. 
This mellage was no fooner communicated, 
than the indignant chief (who liad been: waked 
for the purpole) began to curfe the ipefTenger for 
breaking liis reft, aiid fwore be would n^t budge 
'till his ufual- time of turning- out. , This refolu- 
tion being conveyed to the ftfanger; he defired 
the carrier to go back and tell . him, he had fucli 
j(pyful tidings to impart, that he was fure the 
commodore would think himfelf amply rewarded. 

£d foe 
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for his trouble, even if he hM been raifed from 
the grave to receive them. 
' This afTurance, flattering as it was, would not 
have been powerful enough to pcrfuade him, had 
it not been affifted with the exhortations of his 
fpouFe, which never failed to influence his con- 
dinEl. He therefore crept out of bed, tho' not 
without great repugnance, and wrapping himfelf 
in his morning gown, was fupported down flairs, 
rubbing his eye, yawning fearfully, and grumb- 
ling all the way. As Toon as he popt his head 
into the parlour, the fuppofed ftranger made di- 
vers awkward bows, and with* a grinning a^ft 
accolled him in thefe words : ** Your moft hum- 
ble fervant, moft noble commodore 1 I hope you 
are in "good health ; you look pure and hearty ; 
aAd if it was not for that misfortune of your eye, 
one would not defire to fee a more pleafant coun- 
tenance hi a fummer's day* Sure as I am a living 
foul, one would take you to be on this fide of 
threefcore. Laud help us ! I fliould have known 
you to be a Trunnion, if I had met with you in the 
midft of SaHftjury plain, as the laying is." The 
commodore, who was riot^ at all in the humour 
of relifhing fuch an impertinent preamble, inter-- 
rupted him in this place, faying, with a peevifli 
s^ccent, ** Pfhaw ! pfhaw ! brother, there's r^ 
occafion to bowfs out fo much unneceflary gum, 
if you can't bring your difcourfe to bear on the 
right fubjeft, you had much better clap a ftoppei' 
o"n your tongue, and bring yourfelf up, d'ye fee : 
I was told you had fomething to deliver." ** De-* 
liver ! (cried the'waggifh impoftor) odds heart f 
X have got fomething for you that will make your 
very entrails rejoice within your body. Here'r 
a letter from a dear and worthy friend of yours. • 

Take^ 
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Tdce, read it^ and be happy. BleflSngs 6n lri» 
old heart ! one would think he had renewed ins 
age, like the eagles.** Trunmon*s expeftation 
being thus raifed, he called for his fpeSacles, 
adjufted them to his eye, took the letter, and be- 
ing curious to know the fubfcription, no fooner 
perceived his uncle*s name, than he ftarted back, 
his lip quivered, and he began to fhake in every 
limb whh refentment and {urprize : nevertlielefs, 
eager to know the fubjeft of an epilHe from a per- 
fon who had never before troubled him with any 
fort of addrefs, he endeavoured to rccoHeft 
himfelf, aitd penifed the content^ which were 
tbcfe: ' 

" Loving Nephew, 

I Doubt not but you will be rejoiced to hear of 
* my welfare ; and well you may, confidering 
what a kind uncle I have been to you in the days 
of your youth, and how little you deferved any 
fuch thing ; for you was always a gracelefs young 
Hiafi, given to wicked courfes and bad 'company, 
whereby you wbuld have come to a fhameful end, 
had it not b^n for my care in fending you out 
of mifchiePs way. But this is not the caufe of 
my prefent writing. The bearer, Mr. Timothy 
Trickle, is a diftant relation of yours, being the 
fon of the coufin of your aunt Margery, and 
is not over and above well as to worldly matters. 
He thihks of gpittg to London, to fee for fome 
poft itx fhe exciic or cuftoms, if fo be that you wil! 
recomrttehd hini to fome great man of your ac-; 
quaiiitance, and give him a^mall matter to keep 
him till he is provided. I doubt not, nephew,* 
but you will be glad to ferve him, if it was no ' 

more 
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more but for the refped: you.b^ar to me, ^rfx^ 

Loving Nephew^ » 

Your afiedl^oiiate Uhcle^ 
and Servant to commandy 

TOBIAH TSLVHKIOH.'* 

It would be a difEcult taik for the inimitable. 
Hogarth himlelf to exhibit the ludicrous expref- 
Con of the commodore's countenance, while he. 
read this letter. It was not a flare of aflonifh-^ 
ment, a convuUion of rage, or a ghafUy grin o£ 
revenge, but an afTociation.of all thre^ that took 
pofTeflion of his features. At length he hawkedl 
up, with incredible flraining, the interjedion? 
Ah! that feemed to have fluck fonse time in his. 
windpipe, and thus gave vent to his indignaticm: 
** Have I come along afide of you at lafl, you 
old flinking curmudgeon ! you lie, you loufy 
hulk, ye lie !. you did all in your power to foun- 
der me when I was a flrippling ; and as for beings 
gracelefs, and wicked,, and keeping bad eom-^ 
pany, you tell a damned lie again, you thief fi 
there was not a more peaceable lad in the countyy 
and I kept no bad company but your own, d'ye 
fee. Therefore, you Trickle, or what'n your, 
name, tell the old rafcal that fent you hither^^ 
that I fpit in Iiis face, and call him Horfjf\ that* 
\ tear his letter into rags, fo.; and that r trample 
upon it as I would upon hi& own villiE^iou^icar'^ 
cafe, d'yp fee." So fayingr hedanc^d in ^.foif 

:f frenzy uppn the fragments of the paper, whicW 
c had fcattered about the room, to tfa^tinex* 
ErefTible fatisfadlion of the triumvirate,^ who b&?t 
eld the. fcene*. 

. . The: 
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The excifeman having got between him and 
(he doQTy which was left c^en for his efcape> in 
cafe of neceffity, afibded great conAifion said 
lurprize at his behaviour, &ying, with an air o{ 
flK>rtification, ^ Lord be mecciiiil unto me ! is> 
this the way you treat your own- relations, and thc^ 
recommendatioBof your beft friend ? Stuely all gra- 
titude and virtue has left this (in&it world ! What 
will cou&i.Tim, and Dick, and Tom, and good mo,- 
ther Pipkin, and her \ daughters couiin Sue, and 
Pnie, and Peg, with aU the reft, of our kinf— 
folks fay, when they hear of this^unconfcionable 
mception that J have met witbi? Confider, Sir,, 
diat ingratitude is. worie. than the fin of witch- 
craft, aa the apoftle wifely obferves ; atid do not 
fend sie away with, firch unchriftian ufage, whichr 
will lay a heavy loaj^ of guilt upon your poor 
nuferabie foul." ** What, you are on a cruize . 
for a Poft, brotter Trickle, an't ye ? f faid Trun-.. 
lion, int^Frtqpting him) we ihall find a Poft" for 
yoa- in a trice, my boy. Here, Pipes, take this* 
&ucy fonof ^.)bitch^ belay him to the whipping-; 
poft in the yard* Til teach you to rowce me mr 
the morning with hch impertinent meffages." 
Pipes, who wainted to carry the joke farther than« 
the excifeman dreamt of, laid hold of him in a^ 
twinkluig, and executed the orders of his com-, 
mandei^ notwithftanding all his^nods, winking^, 
ainl fignificant geftures, which the boatf wain's, 
mate woulfl by nojiieans uhderfiand: ib tha£t he 
began'to repent of the part he aded in this per-^ 
formance, which was like to end fo tragically,, 
and ftood fattened to the ftake, in, a very difagree- 
able^ftate of fufpence ; cafting many a rueful loofe 
over his left fhoulder, (while Pipes was abfent 
ixi:q[^efi.(^a cat and nine tails) in expectation of 

being 



being relieved by" the interpofition of the lietite- 
nant, who did not, however, appear. Tom \t* 
turning with the inftrmrlent erf corredibn, un* 
drefled the delinquent in a trice, and whifporing 
in his ear, that he was very forry for being em- 
ployed in fuch an office, but durftnot for his folk dif- 
obey the orders of his commander, flouriftied the 
fcourge about his head, and with admirable dex* 
terity made fuch a fmarting applicatioh to the of-- 
fender's back and flioulders; that the diftra<ftcd 
ganger performed fundry neW cut^ with his.fcet^ 
and bellowed hideoufly with pain, to the infiiiite 
fatisfaftion of the fpe<^ators. At length, when 
he was almoft flead from hi» rump to the nape oL 
his neck. Hatchway, who had purpofely abfented 
himfelf hitherto, appeared in the yard, and inter- 
pofing in his behailf, prevailed upon Trunnion to 
call off the executioner, and ordei^ed the male«( 
fa<ftor to be releafed. 

The excifeman, mad with the cataftrophe he 
had undergone, threatned to be revenged upon 
his cfirnplGyers, by making a candiii confeffion of 
the whole plot ; but the licuitenant giving hih<*to 
underftand, thaf in fo doing he would bring 
upon himfelf a perfecution for ftaud, forger}^ and 
impoftare, he \vas fain to put up with his lofs, 
and fneaked out of the garrifon, attended with 
a volly of curfes' difcharged upon him by the 
ctommodore, who was exceedingly irritated by 
the difturbaiKce and dffeppomtment he liad iiRier<* 
gone. • 
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C H A P. XV. 

'T/j€ ctmmodore ieieSJs iH nmbinatimi af thecm^ 
JpiraUrSy and hires a tutor for Peregrine, wh$m 
hefittksatWmth^tY/ch^L 

THIS was not the leaft affii&ton he fuffere^ 
from the> unwearied endeavours aiKl inex^ 
faaufled invention of his tomientors^ who haraifed 
him vnith fuch a . variety of mifphievous pranks^ 
^that ,he begaa to thmk aU the devils in hell had 
coxifpired againft «his peace; and aceotdkigty 
i>ecapie ! ver)r ferions and contemplative on the 

iul))eS:,; 

., in ,the> cofirfe of his meditations, when he t&- 
eoUedled and compared the circumfiances of 
^y^ry mortification to which he had been lately 
"i^xpofed, he could not help fufpedlii^ that fome 
pf them muft have beei*^ contrived to vex him j 
and as he was not ignorant - of his lieutenant's 
difpofition, nor unacquainted with the talents of 
I^eregrine, he refolved to obferve them both for 
the future with the utmoft care and circum*- 
ipe&ion. This refolution, aided by the incau^ 
tiou^ condud: of the confpirators, whom, by this 
time, iuccefs h^ rendered heedlefs and indifcreef^ 
' was attended with the defired effe^. He in a 
little time detefted Perry in a new plot, and by 
dint.of a little chaftifement, and a great many 
threats, extorted from him a confeffion of all the 
contrivances in which he had been concerned. 
The commodore was thimderftruck at the difcoi 
very^ aftd fo much inc^nfed againft Hatchway for 
the part he had a<9ed in the whole, that he deli-J- 
berated with himfelf, whether he Ihould demand 

ktis-: 
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(atisfadion with fword and pifiol, or difmifs him | 
from the garrifon, and renounce all friendifaip 
with him at once. But he had been fo long ac- 
^cuftomed to Jack's company, that he co^Id not 
live without him ; and upon more cool reflediion) | 
perceiving that what he had done was rather the i 
efTed of wantonnefs than malice^ which he him- j 
felf would have laughed to fee take place upoh | 
any other perfon, he determined to devour his 
xliagrin, and extend his forgivenefs even to 
Pipes, wh(»n in the firft fally of liis paflion he had 
looked upon in a more criminal light than that 
of a fimple mutineer. This* determination was 
Seconded by another,' which he thoiight 2d>fo- 
lutely neceffary for his own repofe, and in which 
Us own intereft, and that of his nephew, con* 
curred. 

Peregrine> who was now turned of twelve^ 
had made fuch advances under th^ inftru£bion of 
Jennings, that he often difputed upon ^grammar, 
and was fometimes thought to have the better in 
his contefts with the parilh-prieft, who, notwith- 
ftanding this acknowledged fuperiority of his an- 
tagonift, did great juftice to his genius, which 
he affured Mr. Trunnion would be loft for want 
of cultivation, if the boy was not immediately 
fent to profecute his fiudies at fome proper femi- 
nary of learning. 

This maxim had been more than once incul- 
cated upon the- commodore by Mrs. Trunnion, 
who, over and above the deference flie paid^to 
the parfon's opinion, had a reafon of her own 
for wifliing to fee the houfe clear of Peregrifie, at 
whofe prying difpoiition (he began to be very 
uneafy* Induced by thefe motives, which wcie 
joined by the. folicitation of the youth himfelf, 
.i wha 
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who ardently longed to fee^a little more of the 
vrorld, liis Uncle determine to fend hitti forth^ 
with to Wilichefter, under the immediate care 
and infpeftion of a governor, to whom he al- 
lowed a very handfome appointment for that pur- 
pofc. This gentleman, whofe name was Mr. 
Jacob Jolter, had been fchoolfellow with the 
parfon of the parifh, who recommended him' tQ 
Mrs. Trimnion ae a perfon of great worth and 
leamAng, itt every refpe^^ qualined for the office 
of a tutor. He likewife added, by way of eulo- 
gium, that he was a man of exemplary piety, 
and particularly zealous for the honour of the 
church of which he was a member, having been 
many years in holy orders, though he did not 
then exercife any fundion of the priefthood. In- 
•deed, Mr. Joker's zeal was fo exceedingly fer- 
vent, as, on fome occafions, to get the better of 
his difcretion : for, being an high churchman, 
and of confequence a malecontent, his refentment 
was habituated into an infunnoimtable prejudice 
againfl the prefent difpofition of affairs; which, 
by confounding the nation with the mi'niftry, 
fometimes led him into erroneousj^^ not to fay ab- 
furd calculations ; otherwife, a man of good mo- 
rals, well verfed in mathematics and fchool- 
divinity, ftudies which had not at all contributed 
to fweeten and unbend the natural fournefs and 
Severity of his complexion. 

This gentleman being deftined to the charge 
of fuperin tending Perry's education, every thing 
was prepared for their departure ; and Tom 
Pipes, in confequence of his own petition, put 
into livery, and appointed footman to the young 
fquire.' Biit, before they fet out, the commo- 
dore paid the compiimentf of communicating his 

defign 
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defign to Mr. PicJ^e, who.a^ppro^red of tli$ 
though he diirft nol venture to fee the bo 
much was he intimidated by the remOnfl 
of his wife, whofe averfion to her firft-boj 
came every day more inveterate and unacc 
i^le. This unnatural caprice feemed to b( 
ported by a conAderaition which (one woul( 
gine) might have father vanquiflied her d 
Ber fecond fon Gam^ who was adw in the : 
jrear of Ihs age, had been ricketty from the < 
and as remarkably unpromifing in appeara 
Periy was agreeable in his perfon* As tl 
formity increafed, the mother's fondnef 
augtnented, and the yiridence of her hatte i 
the other fon feemed to prevail in the fara( 
portion. , 

_ Far .frplm allowing Perry to fcnjoy the co 
privileges of a child, (he would not fuffer 1 
^^roach his father's houfe, exprefled une 
whenever his name happened to be ment 
fickened at his praife, and in all refpedls hi 
like a mpft rancorous (lep-mother. Thou^ 
no longer retained that ridiculous notion 
being an impoftor, ihe ftill continued to 
him, as if ftie really believed him to be fuch 
v^hen any perfon defired to know the cs 
her fiirpriflng diflike, (he always loft her U 
and peeviflily replied, that (he had reafons 
own, which (he was not obliged to declare 
fo much was ftie infefted by this vicious pari 
that ihe broke off all commerce with her 
in-law and the commodore, becaufe the 
voured the poor child with tfeir countenan 
proteftion. 

Her malice, however, was fruftrated h 
love md generofity of Txuniiion, who 1 

a( 
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adopted bifln as his dWn fon, equipped him ac-* 
dordingly, and carried him and his governor if* 
his own coach to the piace of deftination, where 
they were fettkd on a ve¥y genteel footing, 
and every thing regulated according to their 
defires. * 

Mrs. Trunnion behaved with great decency at 
the departure of her nephew, to whom, with a 
great many pious advices and injunAions to be- 
have with fubmiffion and reverence towards his 
tutor, fh^ prefented a diamond ring of fmall va- 
lue, and a gold medal, as tokens of her afFeftion' 
and efteem. As for th^ lieutenant he accompa- 
nied them in the coach ; and fuch waS the friend- 
fhip he had contra6l:ed for Perry, that when , tho 
commodore propofed to return, after having ac- 
complifhed the intent of his journey. Jack abfo- 
tutely refafed to attend him, and fignified his re- 
folution to ftay where he was* 

Trunnion was the more ftartled at this decla* 
ration, as Hatchway was become fo neceffary ta 
him in almoft all the purpofes of his life, that he 
forefaw he (hould not be able to exift without his 
company. Not a little affefted with this confi- 
deration, he turned his eye ruefully upon the lieu- 
tenant, faying in a piteous tone, ** What ! leave 
me at laft. Jack, after we have weathered fa 
many hard gales together ? D — n my limbs ! I 
thought you had been more of an honeft heart \ 
I looked upon you as my foremaft, and Tom 
Pipes as my mizen ; now he is carried away, if 
fo be as you go too, 'my ftanding rigging being 
decayed, d*yt fee, the firft fqusJl will bring me 
by the board. D — n ye, if in cafe I have given 
offence, can't you fpeak above board ? and I fliall 
make you amends.** 

Jack 
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Jack being afhamed to own the true, (ituatioi 
of liis thoughts, after fome hefitation, anfwerec 
with per|Jexity and incoherence, " No, damme 
that an't the cafe neither : to be fure you alwayi 
ufed me in an officer-like manner, that I muf 
own, to give the devil his due, as the faying is 
but for all that, this here is the cafe, I have fom( 
thoughts of going to fchool myfelf to learn youi 
Latin hngo; for, as the faying is, Better lot, 
mend than never. And I am informed as how on( 
can get more for the money here than any when 
elfe." 

In vain did Trunnion endeavour to convina 
him of the folly of going to fchool at his years 
by rejpref^nting that the boys would make gam< 
of him, and that he would become a laughing 
ftock to all the world ; he perfifted in his refo- 
lution to ftay, and the commodore was fain t( 
have recourfe to the mediation of Pipes and Perr)' 
who employed their influence with Jack, and a 
laft prevailed upon him to return to the garrifon 
after Trunnion had promifed he fhould be at li 
berty to vifit them once a month. This ftipula- 
tion being fettled, he and his friend took leave o 
the pupil, governor and attendant, and nex 
morning fet out for their habitation, which the] 
reached in fafety that fame night. 

Such was Hatchway's relu<Sance to leave Pe 
regrine, that he is faid, for the firft time in hi 
life, to have looked mifty at parting : certain '. 
am, that on the road homewards, after a lonj 
paufe of filence, which the commodore neve 
dreamt of interrupting, he exclaimed all of j 
fudden, " I'll be damn'd if the dog ha'n't givei 
me fome fluff to make me love him." Indeed 
there war fomething congenial in tlie difpofitioi 

4 ^ 
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0f thcFe two friends, which never failed to mani- 
feft itfelf in the fequel, howfoever different their 
educaticffi, circumftances and connections hap- 
pened to be. 
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CHAP. XVI- 



Peregrine diftinguijhei himfe^f among his fchooU 
JellowSy expofes his tutor ^ and attra^s the parti^ 
£ular notice of the majier. 

THUS left to the profecution of his fludies, 
Peregrine was in a little time a diftinguifh- 
ed charader, not only for his acutenefs of ap- 
prehenfion, but alfo iox that mifchievous fer- 
tility of fancy, of which we have already given 
(uch pregnant examples* But as there was a 
great number of fuch luminaries in this new 
q)here to which he belonged, his talents were not 
fo confpicuous, while they flione in his fingle ca- 
pacity, as they afterwards appearfed, wh6n they 
concentrated and refleSed the rays of the whole 
conftellation. 

At firft he confined himfelf to piddling game, 
exercifing his j^enius upon his own tutor, who 
attrafted his attention, by endeavouring to fea- 
fon his mind with certain political maxims, the 
fallacy of which he had difcernment enough to 
perceive. Scarce a day pafTed, in which he did 
not find means to render Mr. Joker the objeft of 
ridicule ; his violent prejudices, ludicrous vanity, 
awkward folemnity, and ignorance of mankind, 
siSoxioA continual food ror the raillery, petu- 
lance 
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lance and fatire of his pupil, who never neglei^ed) 
^ui opportunity of laughing, and making othersi 
laugh at his expeace» 

oometimes in their parties, by mi:!dng brandy 
in his wine, he decoyed this pedagogue into a 
debauch, during which hh caution forfook him, 
and he expofed himfelf to the cenfure of the com- 
pany. Sometimes when the converfation turned 
upon intricate fubjefts, he praSifed upon liim the 
Socratic method of confutation, and, . under pre*, 
tence of being informed by an artful train of 
puzzling queftions, infenfibly betrayed him into 
fel f-cont r adiflion . 

All the remains of authority which he had hi- 
therto preferved over Peregrine foon Vanifhed; 
fo that, for the future, no fort of peremony fub- 
fifted between them, and all Mr. Joker's pre-' 
cepts were conveyed in hints of friendly advice, 
which the other might either follow or negle6l 
at his own pleafure. No wonder then that Pe- 
regrine gave a loofe to his inclinations, and by 
dint of genius and an enterprifmg temper, made a 
figure among the younger clafs of heroes in the 
fcnool. 

Before he had been a full year at Winchefter, 
he had fignalized himfelf in fo many atchieve* 
tnents, in defiance to the laws and regulations of 
the place, that he was looked upon with admi- 
ration, and a£hially chofen Duxy ox leader, by 
a large body of his cotemporaries. It was not 
long before his fame reached the" ears of the 
mailer, who fent for Mr, Jolter, coinmunicated 
to him the informations he had received, and 
defired him to check the vivacity of his charge, 
and redouble his vigilance in time to come, elfe 

he 
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he (hotild' be abliged to make a J3ublic example of 
his pupil for the benefit of the fchool. 

The governor^ confcibus of his own unimport- 
ance, was not a little difconcerted at this in- 
junftion, which it was not in his power to fulfil 
by any compulfive means. He therefore went 
home in a very penfive mood, and after mature 
deliberation, refolved to expoftulate with Pere- 
grine in the moft familiar terms, and endeavour 
to diffuade him from praAices which might afFe<3b 
hischaradter as well as intereft. * He accordingly 
frankly told him the fubjeft of the mafter's c£f- 
courfe, reprefented the difgrace'he might incur 
by negleftiffg this warning ; and putting him in 
mind of his own fituatipn, hinted the confe- 
quences of the commodore's difpleafure, in cafe 
he fliould be brought to difapprove of his con- 
duft. Thefe liifmuations made the greater im- 
preflSon, as they were delivered with many ex- 
prefliohs of friendihip and concern. The young 
gentleman was not fo raw, but that he could per- 
ceive the folidity of Mr. Joker's advice, to which 
he promifed to conform, becaufe his pride was in- 
terefted in the affair; and he confidered his own 
reformation as the only means of avoiding that 
infamy which even in idea he could not bear. 

His governor, finding him fo reafonable, pro- 
fited by thefe moments of refleftion, and in or- 
der to prevent a relapfe, propofed that he fhould 
engage in fome delightful l!udy that would agree- 
ably amufe his imagination, and gradually, de- 
tach him from thofe connexions wliich had in-, 
volved him in fo many troublefome 'adventures - 
For this purpofe he wi^h many rapturous en- 
comiums, recommended the mathematics, as 
yielding more rational and fenfitjle plcaiures to a 

Vol. I. G youth- 
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youthful fancy than any other fubjedl of contem 
plation ; and adlually began to read Euclid wit! 
Ilim that fame afternoon. 

Peregrine entered upon this branch of Ieamin| 
with all that warmth of application which boy 
commonly yield on the firft change of ftudy 
1)ut he had fcarce advanced beyond the Pons J/t- 
norum^ when his ardour abated, the teft of truti 
\y demonllration did not elevate him to thofe 
tranfports of joy with which his preceptor bad 
jegaled his expeftation ; and before he arrived at 
the fortieth and feventh prOpofition, he began to 
yawn drearily, make abundance of wry feces; 
and thought himfelf but indifferently paid for his 
attention, when he fhared the vaft aifcovery of 
Pythagoras, and underftood that the fquare of the 
liypothenufe was equal to the fquares of the other 
two fides of a right-angled triangle. He was 
:afhamed, however, to fail in his undertaking 
-and perfevered with great induftry, until he hai 
linifhed the firft four books, acquired plain tri- 
gonometry, with the method of algebraical cal- 
culation, and made himfelf well acquaiRted with 
the principles of furveying. But noconfidera- 
■f ion could prevail upon him to extend his inqui- 
ries farther in this fcience ; and he returned witk 
double reWh to his former avocations, like a 
ftream which being dammed, accumulates more 
force, and burfting o'er its mounds, niihes dowB 
with double impetucrfity. 

Mr. Joker faw with aftonifhment and chagrin, 
tut could not refift the torrent. His behaviour 
was now no other than a feries of licence and ^- 
frontery; prank fucceeded prank, and outrage 
followed outrage with furprifing velocity. Com- 
plaints w^rejevcry day preferred againft him ; in 

vain 



^w^i^L^.^^^^Mm'M^j. 



PEREGRINE PICKLE. 123 

vak werie admonitions befiowed by tlie governor 
in private) and menaces difcharged by the mailers 
in public ; he difregarded the firfi, defpifed the 
latter, divefied himtelf of all manner of reftraint, 
and proceeded in his career to fuch a pitch of au- 
dacity, that a confultation was held upon the fub* 
jed, in which it was determined that this unto- 
ward fpirit fhould be humbled by a fevere and 
ignominious flogging for the very next offence he 
mould commit. In the mean time Mr. Jolter 
was defired to write in the mailer's name to the 
commodore, requelling him to remove Tom 
Pipes from the perfon of his nephew, the iaid 
Pipes being a, principal at^or and abettor in all his 
malverfationss and to put a flop to the monthly 
visitations of the mutilated lieutenant, who haa 
never once failed to ufe his permiflion, but came 
pun£lual to a day,^always fraught with fome new 
invention. Indeed, by this time Mr. Hatchway 
was as well known, and much better beloved by 
every boy in the fchool than the mafter wha 
inflruSed him, and always received by a number 
of fcholars, who ufed to attend Peregrine when 
he went forth to meet his friend, and conduct 
him to his lodging with public teflimonies of joy 
and applaufe« 

As tor Tom! Pipes, he was not fo properly the 
attendant of Peregrine, as mafter of the revels to 
the whole fchool. He mingled in all their par- 
ties, and fuperintended the diverfions, deciding 
between boy and boy, as if he a£led by commif- 
fion under the great feal. He regulated their mo- 
tions by his whittle, inftrudled the young boys in 
the games of huftle-cap, leap-frog, and chuck-far- 
thing ; imparted to thofe of a more advanced age 
the fciences of cribbage and all-fours, together 
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with the method of ftorming the caftle, aftljj 
the comedy of Prince Arthur, and other panto- 
mimes, as they are commonly exhibited a.t fea ; 
and inftrufted the feniors who were diftinguifhdi 
by the appellation of bloods, in cudgel-playing, 
-dancing the St. Giles's hornpipe, drinking flip, 
,.and fmoaking tobacco. ':Thefe qualifications had 
rendered, him fo .neceflary and acceptable * to the 
fcholars, that, exclufive of Perry's concern in tbc 
affair, his diimiffion, in aU probability, would 
have product fome dangerous convulfion in tic 
4:ommunity. jjolter, therefore, knowing his im- 
portance, informed his pupil of the' directions he 
had received, and very candidly afked how he 
fhould demean himfelf^^, in the execution ; for he 
durfl not write to the commodore without this 
, previous notice, fearing that the young gentleman, 
. as foon as<he fliould get an inkling of the affair, 
would follow the example, and make his undc 
acquainted with certain anecdotes, which it was 
the governor's intereftto keep concealed. Pere- 
grine was of opinion that he fhould fpare himfelf 
the trouble of conveying any complaints to the 
commodore; and if queffioned by the ;raafler, 
afTur^d him he had complied with his defire \ at the 
fame time he promifed faithfully to conduct him- 
■ felf with fuch circumfpeftion for the future, that 
r.the maflers Ihould have no temptation to revive 
|he inquiry. But the refolution attending tlus 
extorted promife was too frail to lafi, and in lefs 
than a fortnight our young hero found himfelf 
in tangled in an adventure, from which he was not 
extricated wi^h his ufual good fortune. 
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C H A P. xvii; 

He is concerned in a dangerous adventufe with n 
certain gardener ; fubUmes his ideas^ commences 
gallant^ and becomes acquaint ed with MifsEvciil^ 
Gauntlet* • 



HE and fotiife of his companions one day en- 
tered a garden in the fuburbs, and having 
indulged their appetites, defired to know what 
fatisfaftion they muft make for the fruit they had 
pulled. The gardener demanded what *{m their 
Opinion) was an exorbitant price, and they with 
many opprobrious terms refufed to pay it. The 
peafant being furly and untraftable, infilled upon 
his right; neither was he. deficient or fparing in 
the eloquence of Vulgar abufe'. His guefts at- 
tempted to retreat ; a fcuffle ertfued, in which 
Peregrine Joft4iis cap,' and t!ie gardener being ii> 
danger,' from 'the number of hi^ foes, tailed to hia 
wife to let loo fe the dogj who inftantly flew to 
his mafter's affiftance ; and after having tore the 
leg of one, and the fhoulder of another, put the ! 
whole body of fcholats to flight. Enraged at the 
indignity which had been ofFei^ed them, they 
folicited a reinforcement of their friends, and with 
Tom Pipes at their head^ marched back to the 
field of battle. Their adverfary feeing them ap- 
proach caUed his apprentice, who worked at the 
other end of the ground, to his afliftance, armed 
him with a mattock, while he himfelf wielded 
a^^koe, bolted his door on the infide, and flank- 
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ed with his man and maftiff, waited the attack 
without flinching. He had not remained three 
minutes in this pofture of defence, when Pipes, 
who a£led as the enemy's forlorn liope, advanced 
to the gate with great intrepidity, and clapping 
his foot to the door, which was none of the 
ftouteft, with the execution and difpatch of a pe- 
tard, fplit it into a thoufand pieces. This fudden 
execution had an immediate effect upon the 'pren- 
tice, who retreated with great precipitation, and 
cfcaped at a poftern. But the mafter placed him- 
felf like another Hercules in the breach \ and 
when Pipes, brandifhing his cudgel, ftepped for- 
ward to engage him, levelled his weapon with 
fuch force and dexterity at his head, that had the 
fkull been made of penetrable fluff, the iron edge 
muft have cleft hie pate in twain. Cafemated 
as he was, the inftrument cut fheer even, to- the 
bone, on which it ftruck with fuch amazing vio- 
Jence, that fparks of real fire were produced by 
the collifion. And let not the incredulous reader 
pretend to doubt the truth of this phaenomenon, 
until he fhall have firft perufed the ingenious Pe- 
ter Kolben's Natural Hiftory of the Cape of 
Good Hope, where the inhabitants commonly ufe 
to ftrike fire with the fliin-bones of lions wfaicb 
have been killed in that part of Africk, 

Pipes though a little difconcerted, far from 
being difabled by the blow, in a trice retorted* 
the compliment with his truncheon, which, Jiad" 
not liis antagonift expeditioufly flipped his head 
afide, would have laid him breathlefs acrofs his 
own threfliold ; but, happily for him, he receiv- 
ed the falutation upon his right (houlder, which 
craflied beneath the ilroke, and the hoe dropped 
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inihntly from his tingling hand. Tom perceiv- 
ing, and being unwilling to forego t\ie advantage 
he had gained} darted his head into the bofoni 
of this fon of earthy and overturned him on the 
plain, being himfelf that inftant alTaulted by the 
maftiff, w^ho fattened upon the out fide of his 
thigh. Feeling himfelf incommoded by this af- 
fajlant in his rear, he quitted the proftrate gar- 
dener to the refentment of his' alTociates, who 
poured upon him in (hoals, and turning about 
laid hold with both his hands of this ferociouS' 
animal's throat, which he fqueezed with fuch in- 
credible force and perfeverance, that the creature 
quitted his hold ; his tongue lolled out of his. 
jaws, the blood ilarted from his eyes, and he 
fwung a lifelefs trunk between the hands of his* 
vanquifher. 

It was- well for his matter that he did not 
longer exrftF for by this time he was over- 
whelmed by fuch a multitude of foes, that his 
whole body fcarce afforded points of conta6l to 
;H the fifts that drummed upon it, confequently^ 
to ufe a vulgar phrafe, his wind was almoft 
knocked out,, before Pipes had leifure to inter- 
pofe in his behalf, and perfuade his offenders to 
deiift, by reprefenting that the wife had gone to 
alarm the neighbourhood, and that in all proba- 
bility they would be intercepted in their return* 
They accordingly liftened to his remonftrances,. 
2^ marched homewards in triumph, leaving the 
gardener in the embraces of his mother earth,. 
Kom which he had not power to move when he 
was found by his difconfolate helpmate and fome 
friends whom flie hadafl'embled for his afllftance. 
Among thefe was a blackfmith and farrier, who 
took cognizance of his carcafe, every limb of 
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which having exaipined, he declared there was \ 
no bone broke, and taking out his fleaip, blooded h. 
him plentifully as he Jay. He was then conveyed |j; 
to bis bed, from which he was jiot able, to ftir 1 
during a whole month. His family coming iipon , ? 
the parifh, a formal complaint was made t6 i 
the mafter of the fchool, and Peregrine repfe- ■■ 
fented as the ring-leader of thofe who commit- 
ted this barbarous afTault. An enquiry was. im- 
mediately fet on foot, and the article^ of im- 
peachment being fully proved, our hero was fen- 
tenced to be fevei^ely chaftifed in the faqe of the- 
whole fchool. This was a difgr<^ce the thoughts . 
of which his proud heart could not brook. He 
refolved to mal;e his elopement, rather than un- 
dergo the punifhment, to which he was doomed'; 
and having fignified his fentiments to his confe- 
derates, they proraifcd, one. and all, to ftand by 
liim, and either fcreen him from chaftiferyient, or 
Ihare his fate. 

Confiding* in this-friendly proteftatioriy he ap- 
peared unconcerned on the day that was ap- 
pointed for his punifhment ; and when he was 
called to his deftiny, advanced towards the fcene, 
attended by the greltefl par^ of the fcholars, who . 
intimated their determination to the mafler, and ; 
propofed that Peregrine fhould be forgiven. The 
iuperior behaved with that dignit)'^ of demeanor 
which became his place, reprefented tho' folly 
and prefiimption of their demand, reprehended , 
them for their audacious, proceeding, -and or- 
dered every boy to his refpeflive ftation. They 
obeyed his commaifd, and our unfortunate hero , 
was publickly horfed, />/ /^rf ^r^/w of all whom it 
might concern^ 

This 
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This dlfgrace had a very fenfible eflb3 upon 
the mind of Peregrine, who having bythii 
tinle pafled the fourteenth year of his age, bfe» 
^an to adopt the pride and fentitnents of a45an.' • 
Thus difhonoul^bly ftigrnati^ed, he was aihamed 
to appear in pubHc as ufual ; he was' incenfirf 
againft his companions for their infidcHty and ir- 
refolution, and plunged into a prbfound reverii 
that lafted feveral weeks, diiring which he fhook 
off his boyifli connexions, and fix^d his view 
upon objeds which he thought more worthy of 
his attention. ■ - 

In tlie courfe'of his gymnaftic exercifes, at 
which he was very expert, he con traded inti- 
macies with feveral youths who were greatly hi» 
fuperiors in point of age, and who, pleafed with 
his afpiring genius and addrefs, introduced him 
into parties of gallahtry which ftrongly capti- 
vated his inclination. * He was by nature parti- 
cularly adapted for fucceeding in adventures of 
this kind ; o\'er and above a moll engaging perfon. 
that improved with his years, he poffeffed a dig- 
nified aflurance, an agreeable ferocity \vhich in^ 
hariced the conqueft of the fair =^ho had the good 
fortune to enflave him, unlimited generdfityv and • 
a ftmd of humour which never failed td^ pifeafe* 
Nor was he deficient in the rtiote f<:>lid accom- 
plifhments of youth ^ he had profited in his ftu- 
dies beyond e^peftationj" ind befides that fenfibf- ^ 
lity^of difcernment which is the foundation iJf 
taftfej^ and; ill confequence of which he diftiri- ^ 
guiihedand enjoyed the beauties of the Claflic$, 
he had already giveli feVeral fpecimehs of a very 
projnifing ppetic talent. 

With tnis' complexion and thefe qualifications, 
no wonder that our hero attrafted the notice artd 
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ifie£lions of tlie young Delias in town, wfaofe- 
hearts had juft begun to flutter for they knew not 
what. Inquiries were made conceiving his con-^ 
ditiqp ; and no fooner were his expectations 
known, than he was invited and careffed by all 
the parents, while their daughters vied with each 
other in treating him with particular complacency^ 
He infpired love and emulation wherever he ap-^ 
peared ; envy and jealous rage followed of courfe ; 
fo that he became a very defirable, though a very 
dangerous acquaintance. His moderation was- 
not equal to his fuccefs ; his vanity ^ took the 
lead o£ his paffions, diflipating his attention,, 
which might otherwife have fixed him to one 
obje£t ; and he was poiTefTed .with the rage of 
increafing the number of his conquefts. With 
this view he frequented public walks, concerts- 
and aflemblies, became remarkably rich and fa** 
fhionable in his clothes, gave entertainments to 
the ladies, and was in the utmoft hazard of tum^ 
ing out a moft egregious coxcomb. 

>Vhile his charadler thus wavered between the 
ridicule of fome, and the regard, of others, an 
accident happened, which, by contraCling his 
view to one objeft, detached him from thofe 
vain purfuits that would in time have plunged 
him into an ab) £> of folly and contempt. Being 
one evening at the ball which is always given to 
the ladies at the time of the races, the perfon who 
a£led as mafter of the ceremonies,, knowing how 
fond Mr. Pickle was of every opportunity to dif- 
play himfelf, came up and told him, that there 
was a fine young creature at the other end of the 
Toom, who feemed to have a great inclination to 
dance a minuet, but wanted a partner, the gen- 
ikman who attended her being in boots. 
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peregrine's vanity being aroufed at this intimaT 
tion, he went up to reconnoitre the young lady^ 
and was ftruck with admiration at her beauty.. 
She feemed to Be of his own age, was tall, and^. 
tho' flender^ exquifitely fhaped ; her hair was 
auburn, and in fuch plenty, that the barbarltv o£ 
Jrefs had not been able to^ prevent it from 
(Hading both fides of her forehead, which was fo- 
high and polifhed ; the contour of her "face was 
oval', her nofe very little raifed into the aquiline 
form, that contriouted to the fplrit and dignitv 
of her afpeft; ^^r mouth was fmall, her lips 
plump, juicy and deficious, her teeth regular and* 
white as driven fnow, her complexion incredl- 
Bly delicate,, and glowing with health, and her 
ftill blue eyes beamed forth vivacity and love : 
her mien, was at the fame time commanding and' 
engaging, her addrefs perfeftly genteel, and hep 
whole appearance fo captivating, that our young 
Adonis looked, and was overcome. 

He no fooner recoUeftedhimfeKfrom.his afto— 
hifliment, than he. advanced' to her with a grace- 
Ail air of refpeft, and begged (he would do him- 
the honour, to walk a minuet with him- She 
feemed particularly pleafed with his application, 
imd very frankly complied'with his requeff. This 
pair was too remarkable to efcape the particular 
notice of the company j Mr. Pickle was welV: 
known by almoft every body in the room, but 
fats partner was altogether a new face, and of 
confequence underwent the. criticifm of all the- 
hdies in the aflembly ; one whifpered, ** She has 
a good complexion, but don't you tliink fhe is a 
Kttleawry?'* A fecond pitied, her ft)r her maf- 
euline nofe \ a third obferved, that flie was awk- 
ward for. want of feeing company 5 a fourth dif- 

C 6 tinguiftedl 
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tinguiflied fomething very bald in her counte- 
nance ; and in fhort, there was not a beauty in 
her whole compofition, which the glafs. td ciiyy 
did not pervert into a blemifli. 

The men, however, looked upon her with dif- 
ferent ^yt^ ; among them her appearanccv pro- 
duced a univerfal murmur of applaufe ; they en- 
circled the fpace on which flie danced, and were 
enchanted by her graceful motion. While they 
launched out in the praife of her^ they expreffed 
their difpleafure at the good fortune of her part- 
ner, whom they damned for a little finical cox- 
comb, that was too much engroffed by the con- 
templation of his own perfon, to difcern or de- 
ferve the favour of his fate. He did not hear, 
therefore could not repine at thefe inveftives ; 
but while they imagined he indulged his vanity, 
a much more generous paffion had taken poffeffion 
of his heart. 

Inftead of' that petulance of gaiety for which 
he had been diftinguiflied in his public appear- 
ance, he now gave manifeft figns of confufion 
and concern 5 he danced with an. anxiety which 
impeded hi» performance, and bluftied to the 
eyes at every falfe ftep he made. Though this 
extraordinary agitation was overlooked by the 
men, it could not efcape the obfervation of the 
ladies, who perceived it with, equal furprize and 
refentment ; and when Peregrine led this fair un- 
known to her feat, expreffed their pique in an, 
affefted titter, which broke from every mouth 
at the fame inftant, as if all of them had been in- 
formed by. the fame fpirit. 

Peregrine was nettled at this unmannerly mark 
of difapprobation, and in order to increafe their 
chagrin^ endeavoured to enter into particular 

con- 
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cofiverfatioft with their fair rival. The young :: 
lady herfelf,. who neither wanted penetration, 
nor the ^confcioufnefs of her own accomplifh- 
ments, refented their behaviour^- though (he tri- 
umphed at the caufe of it, and gave her partner 
all the encouragement he could defirc, Hef mou- 
ther, who was prefent, thanked him for his ci*- - 
vility in taking fuch notice of a ftrahger, and he 
received a compliment of the fame* nature froih 
the young gentlenian inr boots,- who was her owfi > 
brother. 

If he was charmed with her appearance, he - 
was quite ravifli'df^with her difcourfe, which was . 
fenfible, spirited, and gay. Her franlc and fprightly ^ 
demeanour excited his own confiderice and good ' 
hiiHiour ; and- he defcribed td her the charadier^ -■■ 
of thofe females who had honoured them with j 
fuch a fpiteful mark of diftind^ion, in terms f6 « 
replete with humorous fetire, that flie-feemed to » 
liften with particular complacency of alitention, .. 
and diftinguifhed ,every nytnph ' thusi ridiculed ^ 
'with fuch a fignificant glance; 'ste overwl^elrhedhct 
with diagrin and mortification.' In%ort,'they 
feetned to relifli l^ach other's converfatibn, during > 
which, our ydung Oaition acquitted himfelf With 
great (kill in all the duties of gallantry ; he laid ^ 
hold of proper opporturdties to exprefs his admi- - 
ration of her charms, had recourfe to the filent 
rhetdrlc offender looks, breathed divers infidiom 
fighs, and attached Wmfelf wholly to her duriri|; ;. 
the remaining^ part of theentertamment. ' 

VWhen the cofnpany broke up, he stttefidefl ' 
her to her lodgings, and took leave of her with 
a fqueez* of the hand, after haling obtained per- 
miffion tc>>vifit hcJriiext motning,- and been in^ 
' • farmed . 



£bnned by the mother that her name was MUs 
£milia Gauntlet.. 

All night long he doled not an eye, but 
amufed hunfelf with plans of pleafure, which bis» 
imagination fuggefied^ in coufequence of thi&> 
new acquaintance^ He rofe with the lark, ad- . 
jufled his hair into an agreeable negligence of curl,.. 
and drefBng himfelf in a genteel grey Irock trim- 
med with ulver binding, waited with the utmoil 
impatience for the hour of ten, which no foonet. 
llruck than he hied liinr to the place of appoint- 
ment, and enquiring for Mifs Gauntlet, was- 
ihewn into a parlour. Here he had not waited 
above ten minutes, when Emilia entered in a. moil 
enchanting undrefs, with all the graces of nature 
playing about her gerfon, and in a moment ri- 
vetted the chains^^f his flavery beyond the power 
'of accident to unbind « 

Her mother being flill arbed, and her brothei^: 
gone ta give orders about the chaife, in which 
they proppfed to return that fame (&y to their 
own habitation, he enjoyed her company tete i 
tite a whole hour, during which he declared his* 
love in the moft paffionate terms, and be|ged that 
he might be admitted into the number of thofe 
admirers whom (he permitted^ to^ vifit and adore 
her. 

She aiTefited to look upon his vows and proteft-^ 
ations as the or^nary eifefis' of gsdiantry, and 
very obligingly, afiured hfm, that were Ihe to live 
in that place,..ihe fliould be glad to fee Ivm often ; 
bist as.theipot oji^ which fhe refided was at a .con- 
fidisrat le diitance, fhe could not expe^l he would 
go fo far upon fuch a trifling occafion, to take 
^le trouble of providing himfdif withher mammal 
permii&oa. 

To 
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To this favour^le hint he anfwered with all 
the eagcmefs of the moft fervid paflion, that he 
had uttered nothing but the genuine di(Sates of 
his heart ; that he defired nothmg fo much as aa^ 
opportunity of evincing the fincerity of his pro- 
feilions ; and that though he lived at the extre- 
mity of the kingdom, he. would find means to lay 
jumfelf at her feet, provided he could, vifit her: 
with her mother's confent, whichheLaffured her 
he would not fail to folicit,. 

She then gave him to underftand, that her ha- 
bitation was about fixteen miles from Winchefter;, 
in a village which (he named, and where (as he 
could eafily colleA from her difcourfe) he. would', 
be no unwelcome guefi. 

In the midft of this communicatioa.tbey were^ 
joined by Mrs. Gauntlet, who received him with; 
great courtefy, thanking him again for his polite* 
sef^ to £my at the ball, and anticipated his in-* 
tention, by faying that ihe (hould be very glad! 
to fee him at her houfe, if ever his.occauom:^ 
fliould call him that way« 

C H A P. XVIII.. 

flir inquires into the fi lution of this young lad^ 
with whom be is enamoured ; elopes from fcbopt\ 
is found by the lieutenant^ conveyed to Win»- 
cheftcr, and fends a letter with a copy ofverfes tjo 
bis mijlrrfs. 

H £. was ttanfported with plealure at this ii>- 
vitation^ which he aflured her he (hould 
wt negled y and aften a. little jnore converfation 



I 
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on general topics, took his leave of the dannmg 
Kniiiia, and her prudent mamma, who had po^ 
ceived the firft emotions of Mr. Pickle's paiEoo 
for her daughter, and been at fome pains to in- 
quire about his family and fortune. 
. Neither was Peregrine lefs inquifitive ' abort 
the fituation and pedigree of his'neTir miftrefe, 
who, he learned, ^was the only daughter of i 
field-officbr, who died before he had it in hb 
power to make fuitable provifion for his children; 
that the widow lived in a frugal, though dedent 
manner, on her penfiori,* affined by the bounty 
of her relations? that the fon carried arms as 
volunteer in the company which bis fether had 
commanded; and that EntiKa had been educated 
in London^ at the expence of a rich uncle, who 
was feized with the whim of marrj'ing at the age 
of fifty-five ; in confequence of which, his niece 
had returned to her mother, without any vifible 
dependence, except on her own condud and qua^ 
lifiiations* ' 

This account, though it could not" diminifc^ 
his affection, neverthelefs alantied his pride ; for 
his warm imagination bad exaggerated all his ■ 
own profpedvs; and he began to fear, that his 
paffion for Eirrilia might be thought to derogate 
from the dignity of his fituation. The ftrugglc ' 
between his intereft and love produced a per* 
plexity which had an evident effeft upon his beha- 
viour ; he became penfive, folitary, and peevifli, 
avoided all public diverfions, and grew fo re- 
markably negllgeiat in his drefs, that he was 
fcarce diftinguifhable by his own acquaintance. 
*Thk contention of thoughts continued leveral 
weeks, at the end of which the charms of Emi- 
lia triumphed over every other confideratioti. 

Having 
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IfeVing received a fupply of money from the 
awimodore, who afted towards him with. great 
generofity, he ordered Pipes to put up fome hnen^ 
aod other neceffaries, in a fort of knapfack which 
he could conveniently carry, and. thus attended 
fet out early one morning on foorfor the vil- * 
fege where his charmer lived, at which he ar- 
rived before- two o'clock in the afternoon ; hav- 
ing chofen this method of travelling, that his .. 
route might not be fo eafily difcovered, as it muft " 
have been, had iie hired horfes, or taken a placet 
in the ftage coach. 

The firft thing he did was to feCurea conve- 
nient lodging at the inn where he dined ; theii 
he fhifted himfelf, and axK^ording to the dittStion • 
he had received, went to the houfe ofMrs* 
Gauntlet in a tranfport of joyous expeSation. As * 
he approached the gate, hfs agitation increafed^ 
he knocked with impatience and concern, the 
door opened, and he had ad:ually aflced if Mrs* 
Gauntlet was at home^ before he perceived that 
the portrefs was no other than his de&r Emilia* 
She was not without emotioti at the unexpe<Sted 
fight of her lover, who inftantly recognifing hia . 
cliarmer, obeyed the irrefiltble impulfe of his love,^ 
and caught the fair creature in his arms. Not did 
ftie feem offended at this forwardnefs of beha- 
viour, which might have difple^fed another of a . 
iefs open difpofition, or Jefs ufed to the freedom 
of a fenfible education { but her natural frankrtefs , 
had been encouraged and improved by the eafy 
and familiar intercourfe in which fiie had been* 
bred ; and therefore, inftead of repiimanding' 
him with a feverity of look, fhe with great good 
humour rallied him upon his affurance, which 
Jh^ obferv'frf, was undoubtedly, the effeCt of hm 

own'i 
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own confcious m^rit ; and concluded him iirto an 
parlous, where he found her mocher^ who in very 
poUte terms exprefleJ her: fatisfa£lion at feeing, 
him within her houfe.- 

After tea> Mifs Emy piopofedan-evening walk, 
which they enjoyed, through- a variety of httle 
copfes and lawns,. watered by a mo fl romantic 
ftream, that quite enchanted the imagination o£ 
Peregrine* 

It viras late before they returned from this^ 
agreeable excurfion, and when, our lover wifiied 
the ladies good night, Mrs. Gauntlet infilled up- 
on his flaying to fupper, and treated him with 
particular demonflrations of regard and afic<Slion*. 
As her oeconomy was not encumbered with an 
unneceflary number of dom^ftics, her own pre- 
ience was often required in different parts oPthe 
hotxfe^ io that the. youtig gentleman; was fupplied 
with frequent opportunities^ of promoting^ hi» fuit,. 
by all the tender oaths and infmuations tha^ his*, 
paflion could fuggeft. He protefled her idea had. 
taken fuch entire poITeflion of his heart, that 
finding himfelf unable to fupport her abfence one 
day longer,, he had quitted his fludies, and left: 
his governor by flealth, that he might vifit the. 
objeS of his. adoration, and be blefTed in her com- 
pany for a few days without interruption. 

She liftened to his addrefTes with fuch af&bility 
as denoted approbation and delight, and. gently 
chid him as a thoughtlefs truant, but carefully 
avoided the confeflion of a mutual flame ;: be— 
caufe (he difceriied, in the midfL of all his ten- 
dernefs> a levity of pride which fhe durft not 
venture to trufl with fuch a. declaration. Per* 
haps fbe was confirmed in .this caution by her mo- 
ther*, who. verjf wifciy, in her civilities. to him*^ 

main*^ 
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/HMtintained a fort of ceremonious diftance, whicl» 
file thought not only requifite for the honour and 
intereft of her family, but likewife for her owir 
exculpation, fhould ihe ever be taxed with having' 
encouraged or abetted him in= the imprudent (aK 
lies of his youth : yet notwithftanding this af- 
feded referve, he was treated with iiich diftinc- 
tion by botli, that he was ravifhed with his fitu- 
ation, and became more and more enamoured 
every d^y. 

While he remained under the influence of this 

fweet intoxication, his abfence produced great 

difturbance at Winchefter, Mr. Joker was 

grievoufly afRided at his abrupt departure, which 

alarmed him the more, as it happened after a long 

fit of melancholy which he had perceived in his 

pupil. He communicated his apprehenfions to 

the mafter of the fchool, who advifed hint, to ap* 

prife the commodore of his nephew's difappear- 

»ice, and in the mean time inquire at all the 

inns in town, whether he had hired horfes, or 

any fort of carriage, for his conveyance, or wa»- 

raet with on the road by any perfoof who> could 

give an account of the dire^ion in which be 

travelled. 

This fcrutiny, tho* performed with great dili- 
gence and minutenefs, was altogether inefiedual ; 
they couJd obtain no intelligence of the run- 
away. Mr* Trunnion was well nigh diftraSed 
at the news of his flight ; he raved wiith great 
fiiry at the imprudence of Peregrine, whom in 
his firll tranfports he damned as amun grateful x 
deferter ; then he curfed Hatchway and Pipes,, 
who he fwore had foundered: the lad by their 
pernicious counfels; and, laftly, transferred his 
execrations upon Joker,, beoiufe be had not kept 

ahettcjn 
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a;l>etter look-out : finally, he made an apcy-- 
ftfophe to that fon of a bitch the gout, which for 
the prefent difabled him from fearching for his 
nephew in per fon. That he might not, how- 
over, negleft any means in his power, he imme- 
diately difpatched expreffi^s ta all- the fea-port 
towns on that coaft, that he might he prevented 
f«)m leaving the kingdom ; and the lieutenant^ 
at his own defire^ was fent acrofe the country, in 
queft of this young fugitive. 

Four days had he unfuccefsfuHy carried on his 
inquiries with great accuracy, when, refolving 
to return by Winchefter, where he hoped to meet 
with fome hints of intelligence, by -which he 
might profit in his future fearch, he ftruck ofiFthe 
common road to take the benefit of a neslrer cut ; 
and finding himfelf benighted near a village, took 
up his lodgings at the firft inn to which his horfe 
d^e6led him. , Having befpoke fomething for 
fupper, and retired to his chamber, -where he 
amufediiimfelf-with a pipe, he heard a confiifcd 
noife of ruftic jollity, which being all of a fud- 
dfen interrupted, after a fliort paufe his ear was 
fahited with the voice 'of Pipes, who, at the foli- 
citation of the company^ began to entertain them 
with a fong. 

Hatchway inftantly recognized the well- 
known found, in which indeed he could not pof- 
fibly be miftaken, as nothing in nature bore the 
leaft refemblance to it ; he threw his pipe into 
the chimney, and fnatching up one of his pif- 
tols, ran immediately to the apartment from 
whence the voice iffued ; he no fobner entered, 
than diftinguiftiing his^ old Ihip^mate in a crowd 
ofcountry peafants, he in a momene fprung upon 
hiip, and clapping hi&.piJftol^tph^bresSb, ex^ 

claimed, 
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: claimed, '** Damn you, Pipes, you are a dead maH) 

if you don't inunediately produce young mailer.'* 

This menacing application had a much greater 

effeft upon the company than upon Tom, who 

looking at the lieutenant with great tranquillity, 

replied, « Why fo I can,MaSer Hatchway.*' 

** What! fafe and found?" cried the other. 

" As a roach," anfwered Pipes, fo much to the 

fatisfadiion of his friend Jack, that he fhook him 

by the hand, and defired him to proceed with his 

-fong. This being performed, and the reckoning 

difcharged, the two friends adjourned to the other 

room, where the lieutenant was informed of the 

manner in which the young gentleman had made 

his elopement from college, as well as of the 

« other particulars of his prefent fituation, as far a« 

they had fallen within the fphere of his comprc- 

henfion. 

While they fat thus conferring together, Pe- 

' regrine having taken leave of his miilrefs for the 

' night, came home^ and was not a little furprifed^ 

.when Hatchway entering his chamber in his fca 

attitude, thruft put his hand by way of falutation. 

His old pupil received him as ufual, with great 

cordiality, and expreffed his aftonifhment -at 

meeting him in that place ; but when he under*- 

ftood . the caufe and intention of his arrival, h« 

-ftarted with concern ; and his vifage glowing 

r with indignation, told hira he was old enough to 

be judge of his own conduct, and v/htn he 

- fliould fee it convenient, would return of himfelf ; 

but thofe who thought he was to be compelled to 

his duty, would find themfelves egregioufly 

miflaken* 

The lieutenant allured him, that for his own 
part he had no intention to offer him the leall 

t vio- 
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violence ; but, at -tlie fame twne, he reprefentcd 
to •him the danger of incenfing tlve commodore, 
who was already almofl diflradted on account of 
his ab fence: and, in (hort, conveyed his argu- 
ments which were equally obvious and valid, in 
fuch expreffions of friendfhip and reiped, that 
Peregrine ) ielded to his rempnArances, and pro*- 
mifed to accompany him next day to Winchefter. 

Hatchway, overjoyed at the fuccefs of his ne- 
gociation, went immediately to the hoiller 2uid 
befpoke a poft-chaife for Mr. Pickle and his man, 
with whom he afterwards indulged himfelf in a 
<[ouble cann of rumbo, and when the night was 
pretty far advanced, left the lover to his repofe, 
or rather to the tjioms of his own meditation 4 
for he flept not one moment, being inceffantly 
lartu»ed with the profpetS: of parting from his di- 
vine Emilia, who had now acquired the molt ab* 
folute empire over his foul. One minute liQ pro^ 
f)ofed to depart early in the morning, without 
feeing this enchantrefs, in whofe bewitching pre- 
fence he durft not truft his own refolution. Tlien 
the thoughts of leaving. her in fuch an abrupt and 
-difiefpeAful manner, interpofed in favoiw of his 
love and honour. This war orfentiments tept 
him all night upon the rack, and it was time to 
rife before he had detenniaed to viFit his charmer, 
and candidly impart the motives that induced him 
to leave her. 

He accordingly repaired to her mother's houfe 
with a he^' y heart, being attended to the gate 
hy Hate I' A^y, who did not choofe to leave him 
alone ; and being admitted found Emilia juft 
rifen, and, in his opinion, more beautiful than 
ever. 

Alarmed at his early vifit, and the |;loom that 

over- 
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ovc^fprcad Kis countenance, ffie ftood in Gknt 
expedation of hearing fome melsmcholy tidings ; 
and it was not till after a confiderable paufe, that 
he cdlle^ed refolurion enough to tell her he was 
come to take his leave. Though (he ftrove to 
conceal her forrow, nature was not to be fup- 
preffed ; every feature of her countenance fad- 
dened in a moment, and it was not without the 
utmoft difficulty that fhe kept her lovely eyes from 
overflowing. He faw the fituation of her thoughts, 
and in order to alleviate her concern, afliired her 
he (houH finS means to fee her again in a very 
fe»ir weeks ; mean while he communicated hit 
reafons for departing, in which (he readily ac- 
quiefced ; and liaving mutually confoled each 
other, their tranfports of grief fubfided, and be- 
fore Mrs. Gauntlet came down ftairs they were 
in a condition to behave with great decency and 
rdignation. 

This good lady expreffed her concern when (he 
learned his refolution, faying, flie hoped his oc- 
caiions and inclinaticHis would permit him to fa- 
vour them with his agreeable company another 
time. 

The Keutenant, -who l)egan to be uneafy at 
Peregrine's ftay, knocked at the door, and be- 
ing mtroduced by his friend, had the honour oi 
breakfafting with the ladies ; on which occa(ioii 
his heart received fuch a rude (hock from the 
charms of Emilia, that he afterwards made a 
merit with his 'friend of having conftrained himfelf 
fo far^ as to forbear commencing his profelfed 
rival. 

At length they bad adieu to their kind enter- 
tainers, and in lefs than an hour fetting out 
t from 
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* from th6 inn,- arrived about two o'clock in Wifi- 

^ chefter, where Mr,. Joker was overwhelmed with 
joy at their appearance. 

The nature of this- adventure being unknown 

'to all except thofe who could be depended upon> 

- every body who inquired about the caufe of Pe- 
regrine's abfence, was told that ho had been with 
b relation in the country, and the mafter conde- 
fcended to overlook his indifcretion ; fo that 
Hatchway feeing every thing fettled to the fa-- 
tisfadion of his friend, returned to the garrifon, 
and gave the commodore an account of his 

' expedition. 

The old gentleman was very much ftart led 
when he heard there was a lady in the cafe, and 

' very emphatically obfefved, that a m^ had bet- 
ter be fucked into the gulph of Florida than once 
get into the indraught of a woman ; becaufe 
in one cafe, he may with good pilotage briiig 
out his veffel fafe between the Bahama's and the 
Indian fliore ; but in the other there is no outlet 
at all, and it is in vain to ftrive againft the cur- 
rent ; fo that of courfe he mull be embayed, and 
run chuck upon a lee-fhore. He refolved, there-* 
fore, to lay the ftate of the cafe before Mr. Ga- 
Inaliel Pickle^ and concert fuch meafures with 
him as fhould bethought likelieft to detach his 
fon from the purfuit of an idle amour, which 
could not fail of interfering in a dangerous man- 

'ner with th^ plan of his education. 

In the mean time. Perry's ideas were totally 
cngroffed by his amiable miftreft, who, whether 
he flept or waked, was ftill prefent in his ima- 
gination, which produced the following flanzas 
in her praife. ' . 

L 
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ye ftreains th^t iiiiQO^ly^flp^, ., . .^ 

lal airs that foftly blow, 

ris by blooming fpring array 'd> 

Is that wart)le thro' th« fiiade. ' 

II- 

from you my foul could fly, 
Dp one tear, nor heave one figh ; 
ced from Celia's charms to part, 
defer ts my drooping heasrt. 

III. 

rer than the rofy morn, 
flowers the dewy fields adorn ) 
ed as the genial ray, 
arms the balmy breeze of May. 

IV. 

anns divinely bright appear, 
d new fplendor to the year ; 
e the day with frefli delight, 
Id with joy the dreary night ! 

venile produ<Slion was inclofed In a very 
let to Emilia, and committed to the 
3?ipes, who was ordered* to fet gut for 
h'tlet's habitation with ?i prefe;^t of ye- 
l a compliment to the Ja<Jiesj ai^d di- 
take forae opportur^ity of delivering the 
niifs, without the knowledge of her 

t. H CHAP. 
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C H A P. XIX* 

ISs tnejfenger meets with a misfortune y to whkb be 
applies a very extraordinary expedient that is at* 
tended withjirange confequences* 

AS a ftage coach pafled within two miles of 
the village where {he lived, Tom bar- 
gained with the driver for a feat on the box, and 
accordingly departed on this meffage, though he 
was but indiflFerently qualified for commiffions of 
fuch a nature : having received particular injunc- 
tions about the letter, he refolved to make that 
the chief objeft of his care, and very fagacioufly 
conveyed it between ftis ftocking and the fole of 
his foot, where he thought it would be perfeftly 
fecure from all injury and accident. Here it re- 
mained until he arrived at the inn where he had 
formerly lodged, when after having refrefhed him- 
felf with a draught of beer, he pulled ofFhis ftock- 
ing, and found the poor billet fullied with duft, 
and torn in a thoufand tatters by the motion of 
his foot in walking the laft two miles of his jour- 
ney. Thunderftruck at this phaenomenon, he 
uttered a long and loud whew ! which was fuc- 
ceeded by an exclamation of " Damn my old 
fhoes! a bite by G — !" then he refted his elbows 
on the table, and his forehead upon his two fiils, 
and in that attitude deliberated with himfelf upon 
the means of remedying this misfortune. 

As he was not diftraSed by a vaft number of 
ideas, he foon concluded that his beft expedient 
would be to, employ the clerk of the parim, who 
he knew was a great fcholar, to write another 
epifUe accprding to the directions be ihould give 

him} 
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him ; and never dreammg that the mangled oii* 
ginai would in the lead facilitate this fcheme, he 
very wifely committed it to the flames, that it 
might never rife up in judgment againft him. 

Having taken-this wife Hep, he went in queft 
of the {cribe, to whom he communicated his 
buGne&i and promifed a full pot by way of ^xati* 
fication. The clerk, who was alfo fchool-mafteff 
proud of an opportunity to dillinguifh his talents^ 
readily undertook the taflc ^ and repairing with 
his employer to the inn, in lefs than a quarter of 
an hour produced a morfel of eloquence fo much 
to the fatisfadion of Pipes, that he fqueezed his 
hand by way of acknowledgment, and doubled 
his allowance of beer. This being difcufied, our 
courier betook himfelf to the houfe of Mrs.Gaunt- 
Jet with the haunch of venifon and this fucceda- 
neous letter, and delivered his meflage to the 
mother, who received it with great relpefl:,' and 
many kind enquiries about the health and welfare 
of his mafter, attempting to tip the meffenger 
a crown, which he abfolutely refufed to accept, 
in confequence of Mr. Pickle's repeated caution. 
While the old gentlewoman turned to a fervant 
in order to give diredions about the difpofal of 
the prefent, Pipes looked upon this as a favour- 
able occafion to tranfa<S his bufmefs with Emilia, 
and therefore fliutting one eye, with a jirk of his 
thumb towards his left Ihoulder, and a moft (Ig- 
nificant twift of his countenance, he beckoned the 

{x)ung lady into another room, as if he had 
leen fraught with fomethinjz of confequence, 
which he wanted to impart* She underftood the 
hint howfoever ftrangely communicated, »nd by 
fiepping to one fide oi the room, gave him an 
oportunity of flipping the epiftlc into her hand. 

Ha - which 
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wWch he gently fqusezed at the fame tim^ ifl 
token of regard : then tlirowing a fide-glaRce at 
the mother, whofe back was turned, clapped his 
finger on the fide of his nofe, thereby recom-' 
mending fecrecy and difcretion, 

Emilia conveying the letter into lier hofom, 
could not help fmiling ^t Tom's politenefs and 
dexterity ; but left her mamma Ihould deteft him 
in the execution of his pantomime, fhe broke off 
this intercourfe of figns, by afting aloud -when he 
propofed to fet out on his return to Winchefter. 
When he anfwered, " To-morrow morning." 
Mrs. Gauntlet recommended him to the hofpita- 
lity of her own footman, defiring him to make 
ipuch of Mr. Pipes below, where he was kept to 
flLipper, and very cordially entertained. Oiyr 
^ younof heroine, impatient to read her lover's billet, 
which made her heart throb with rapturous ex- 
peftation, retired to her chamber as foon as poffi- 
ble, with a view of perufing the contents, which 
were thefe : 

Divine emprefs of my foul ! 

IF the refulgent flames of your beauty had not 
evaporated the particles of my tranfported 
brain, and fcorched my intelleds into a cinder 
of ftolidity, perhaps the refplendency of my paf- 
fion might fhine illuftrious through the fable cur- 
, tain of my ink, and in fublimity tranfcend the 
•galaxy itfelf, though wafted on the pinions of a 
igreygoofe quill! But ah ! celeftial enchantrefs! 
ttie nec/omancv of thy tyrannical charms hath 
fettered my faculties with adamantine chains, 
whicli unlefs thy compafTion (hall melt, I muft 
eternally remain in the tartarean gulph of difmal 

t ^ defpair. 
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^{jpair. Vouchfafe therefore, O thou brighteft 
luminary of this tef reft rial fphere ! to warm as 
\¥ell as fhine ; arxl let the genial rays of thy her 
nevolence melt the icy emanations of thy difidairi^ 
which hath frozen up the fpirits of smgelic pre- 
hemincnce I thy moft egregious admirer and fu> 
peirlative flave, 

Peregrine Pickle* 

Never was aftonlfhment more perplexing thai> 
that of Emilia, when fhe read this curious comr. 
pofition, which ihe repeated verbatim three times 
before {he would credit the evidence of her own 
fenfes. She began to fear in good earnell that 
love had produced a diforder in her lover's under/- 
ftanding ; but after a thoufand conjectures by 
which (he attempted to account for tliis extraor- 
dinary fuftian of ftile, flie concluded that it was 
the. eflfe6f of mere levity, calculated to ridicule 
the paflion he had formerly profefled. Irritated 
by this fuppofition, (he refolved to baulk his trir 
umph with afFefted' indifference, • and in the mean 
time endeavour to expel him from that place 
which he poffefled within her heart. And indeed, 
fuch a viftory over her inclinations might have 
been obtained without great difficulty ; for Ihe 
enjoyed an eafinefs of temper that could accom- 
modate itfelf to the emergencies of her fate ; and 
her vivacity, by amufmg her imagination, prer 
ferved her from the keener fenTations of forrow^ 
Thus determined' and difpofed, (he did not fend 
any fort of anfwer, or the leaft token of remem- 
brance by Pipes, who was fuifered to depart with 
a general compliment from the mother, and ar- 
rived at Winchefter the next day. 

H 3 Peregrine's 
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Peregrine's eyes fparieled when he faw his mcf- 
Icnger come in, and he ftretcJhed out his hand irt 
full confidence of receiving feme particular mark 
of his Emilia's affeflion ; but how was he con- 
founded, when he found his hope fo cruelly dif- 
appointed! in an inftant his countenance fell. He 
flood for fome time filent and abafhed, then thrice 
repeated the interrogation of ** What ! not one 
word from Emilia ?*' And dubious of his courier's 
difcretion, enquired minutely into all the parti- 
culars of his reception. He afked if he had feen 
the young lady, if fhe was in good health, if he 
had found an opportunity of delivering his letter, 
and how fhe looked when he put it into her hand? 
Pipe^ anfwered, that he had never feen her in 
better health or higher fpirits ; that he had ma- 
naged matters fo as not only to prefent the billet 
unperceived, but alfo to afk her commands in 
private before he took his leave, when flie told 
him that the letter required no reply. This laft 
circumftance he confidered as a manifeft mark of 
difrefpeft, and gnawed his lips with refentment. 
Upon further reflexion, however, he fuppofed 
that flie could not conveniently write by the 
meffenger, and would undoubtedly favour him 
by the poft. This confideration confoled him 
for the prefent, and he waited impatiently for 
the fruits of his hope ; but after he had feen eight 
days efepfed without reaping the fatisfa£Uon with 
which he had flattered himfelf, his temper for- 
fex)k him, he raved againft the whole fex, and was 
feized with a fit of fullen chagrin ; but his pride 
in a little time came to his ailiflance, and refcued 
him from the horrors of the melancholy fiend. 
He refolved to retort her own neglefl upon his 

ungrateful 
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imgrateful miftrefs, his countenance gradually , 
refumed its farmer ferenity ; and though by this 
time he was pretty well cured of his foppery, he 
appeared again at public diverfions with an air of 
gaiety and unconcern, that Emilia might Have a 
chance of hearing how much,, in all likelihood, 
he difregarded her difdain^ 

There are never wanting certain officious per- 
ibns, who take jdeafure in promoting intelligence 
joi this fort. His behaviour foon reached the ears 
of Mifs Gauntlet, and confirmed, her in the opi- 
nion (he had conceived from his letter ; fo thac 
flie fortified herfelf in her former fentiments,^ and 
bore his indifierence with great philofophy. Thu» 
a correfpondence which had commenced with all 
the tendernefs and fincerlty of love, and every 
promife of duration, was interrupted in its in- 
fmcy by a mifunderitanding occafioned by the 
fimplicity of Pipes, who never once reueded 
upon the confeqiiences of his deceit. 

Though their mutual paflion was by theft 
means fuppreiTed for the preient, it was not alto- 
gether extinguifhed, but glowed in fecret, though 
even to themfelves unknown, until an occafioa 
which afterwards offered, blew up the latent flames 
and love refumed his empire in their breafis.^ 

WJiile they moved, as it were, without thc' 
febere of each other's attra6lion, the commodore 
fearing that Perry was in danger of involving 
Idmlelf in fome pernicious engagement, refolved^ 
by advice of Mr. Joker and his friend the parifh 
priefi, to recal him from the place where he had 
contra£ted fuch imprudent conne£lions, and fend 
him to the univerfity, where his education might 
be completed, and his fancy weaned from all' 
puerile amufements* 

H 4 This. 
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This plan had been prc^crfbd fo his oiwn^ 
ther, who, as hath been alieacty oliferrod, ^nd 
always neuter in every thing tlctf c orn y m ed hb 
eldeit Ton ; and as for Mrs. Pickle, flie had oever 
heard his tiame mentioned (ince his depaitme 
with any degree of temper or t^;anqm]lity, cxcejn 
when her liuiband infortncd her that he was in a 
fair way of being ruined bjr this indilirreet anour. 
It was then (he began to applaud her own fcre- 
light, which had difcetned the mark of reproba»- 
tion in that vicious boy, and launched oat in 
comparifon between him and Gammy, -who, (he 
of)ferved, was a child of uncommoir parts and fi>- 
lidity, and with the blefling of God*, iFrould be a 
•comfoi't to his parentSj -aiid an ornatitoit to thB 
family. 

Should 1 affirm that this favourite whom flife 
commended fo witicb, was in every reaped tiic 
^l<Cverfeof T^rt^al (he defci^ibed ;. tha^Re wHa a bojr 
of mean capaelty,^rid tkough-^itiattfeahl^ cKll&lfti 
^d in liis body, m*h wioiie etoo"ked ih Ms dif- 
"ttofitibn ! and ihat (he had perfiiaded her ho(Sa^ 
*0 efp6ufe her opinion, though it wfe conftrary to. 
connnoti fenfe, as well as to his own perception; 
I am afraid 'the reader will think Ireprefent 1 
monfter that never exifted in nature, and be ap* 
to condemn the oeconomy of my invention ; ne- 
Vertlielefs, there is nothing more true than every 
circumlknce of what I have advahced ; ^ I 
wifli the pidture, (Ingolar as it is, may ndlTfcd 
thought to, refemble more than one original. 



. • . -" 



CHAP. 



PEREGRINE PICKLE. 153 



C H A P. XX. 

Peregrine isfummoned to attend his uncle^ is mcri 
and more hated by his own mother \ appeals to his 
father y whofe condejcenfton is defeated by the dsmi^ 
m(fn of his wife. 

BUT Waving thefe refleftions, let us return 
to Peregrine, who received a fummons to 
attend his uncle, and in a few days arrived with 
Mr. Jolter and Pipes at the garrifon, which he 
filled with joy and fatisfaftion. The alteration, 
which, during his abfence, had happened in his 
perfon, was very favourable in his appearance, 
which, from that of a comely boy, was converted 
into that of a moil engaging youth. He was al- 
ready taller than a middle (ized man. His (hape 
afcertained, his finews well knit, his mien great- 
ly improved, and his whole figure as elegant and 
graceful, as if it had been caft in the fame mould 
with the Appollo of Belvidere. 

Such an outfide could not^ fail of prepoffefling 
people in his favour. The commodore, not- 
withftanding the advantageous reports he had 
heard, found his expedation exceeded in the 
perfon of Peregrine, and fignified his approba- 
tion in the niou fanguine terms. Mrs. Trunnion 
was ftruck with his genteel addrefs, smd receive^ 
him with uncommon marks of complacency and 
affedlion ; he was carefTed by all the people in 
the neighbourhood, who, while they admired 
his accompli fhraents, could not help pitying his 
infatuated mother, for being deprived of that 
unutterable delight which '^y other parenit 

H 5 . ' wonia 
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would have enjoyed in the contemplation of (uch 
an amiable fon. 

Divers efforts virere made by Ibme ^ell-4f- 
pofed people, to conquer, if poiEble, thbmon- 
ftrous prejudice ; but their endeavours, inftead 
of curing, ferved only to inflame the diftemper, 
and (he never could be prevailed upon to indulge 
him with the leaft mark of maternal regard. On 
the contrary, her original difguft degenerated ia- 
to fuch inveteracy of hatred, that flie left no 
ilone unturned to alienate the commodore's af- 
fe<5tion for this her innocent child^ and even 
pra£lired the moil malicious defamation to ac- 
comj)lifli her purpofe. Every day did fhe abufc 
her hufband's ear with fome forged inflance of 
Peregrine's ingratitude to his uncle, well know- 
ing that it would reach the commodore's know- 
ledge at night, 

Accordingly Mr. Pickle ufed to tell him at the 
club, that his hopeful favourite had ridiculed him 
in fuch a company, and afperfed his fpoufe upon 
another occafion ; and thus retail the little fcan- 
dalous iffue of his own wife's invention. Luckily 
for Peregrine, the commodore paid no great re- 
gard to the authority of his informer, becaufe he 
knew from what channel his intelligence flowed ; 
befides, the youth had a flaunch friend in Mr^ 
Hatchway^ who never failed to vindicate him 
when hc^was thus unjuftly accufed, and always 
found argument enough to confute the. affertioM 
of his enemies. But, though Trunnion had been 
dubious of the young gentleman's principles, 
and deaf to the remonurances of the lieutenant, 
perry ^ was provided with a bulwark, ftrong 
enough to defend him from all fuch aflaults. 
This was no other than lus aunt, whofe reoard 
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Sot him was perceived to increafe in the fame pro* 
.portion as his own mother's diminiihed y and in-> 
.deed, the augmentation of the one was,, in all' 
probabihty, owing to the decreafe of the othei^;, 
for the two ladies, with great civility, performed 
all the duties of ^ood neighbourhood, and hated 
each other moft pioufly in their hearts. 

Mrs, Pickle having been difobliged at the fplcn- 
dor of her fifter's new equipage, had ever fince 
that time, in the courfe of her vifiting, endea- 
voured to make people merry with fatincal jokes 
.on the poor lady's infirmities ; and Mrs. Trun- 
nion feized the very firfl: opportunity of mak- 
ing reprifals, by inveighing againft her unnatu- 
ral behaviour to her own child ; fo that Pere- 
grine, as on the one hand he was abhorred, fo 
on the other was he carefled in confequence of 
this contention ; and I firmly believe that the 
moft effeAual method, of deftroying his* intereft at 
the garrifon, would have been the fliew of coun- 
tenancing him at his father's houfe : but, whether 
this conj,c£lure be reafonable or chimerical, cer- 
tain it is the experiment was never tried, and 
therefore Mr. Peregrine ran na rifque of being 
.diferaced. The commodore, who affumed, and 
juuly too, the whole merit of his education, was- 
.now as proud of the youth's improvements, as 
' if he had aAually been his own offspring ; and 
ibmetimes his afieftion rofe to fuch a pitch of 
cnthufiafm, that he verily believed him to be the 
^iffue of his own loins. Notwithftanding this 
favourable predicament in which our hero ftoodv 
with his aunt and her hufband, he could not help 
feeling the injury he fuffered from the caprice of 
his mother ; and though the gaiety of his difpo* 
fition hindered him from affliaing himfelf with. 

H 6 refltc-^ 
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TeBeflions of any gloomy caft, he did not hHw 
Sorefee, that if any fuddent accident fliould deprivi 
him of the commodore, he would in all likeli- 
hood find himfelf in a very di&greeable fituation^ 
Prompted by this confideration, he one evening, 
accompanied his uncle to the club, and was intro- 
duced to his fatlier, before that worthy gentle*' 
man had the leaft inkling of his arrival. 

Mr. Gamaliel was never fo difconcerted as at 
this rencounter. His own difpofition would no^ 
fuffer him to do any 'thing that might create thfe 
leaft diftorbance, or interrupt his evening's en- 
joyment ; fo ftrongly was he impreffed vrith the 
terror of his wife, that he durft not yield to the 
tranquiHit)' of his temper : and, as f hav^ alreadjr 
obferved, his inclination was perfeSly neutral. 
Thus diftraded between different motives, when 
Ytxvj was prefented to him, he fat filent and ab- 
forbed, as if he did not or would not perceive the 
application ; and when he was urged to declare 
himfelf by the youth, who pathetically begged' 
to know how he had incurred his difpleaftire, he 
anfwered in a peevifh firain, ** Why, good now, 
child, what would you have me to do? your 
mother can't abide you.** ** If my mother is fo 
unkind, 1 will not call it unnatural (laid Pere- 
grine, the tears of indignation ftarting icom \a% 
eyes), as to banifti me from her prefence and af- 
feftion, without the leaft caufe affigned ; Ihofte 
you will not be fo unjuft as to efpoufe her batbaf- 
rous prejudice.** Before Mr. Pickle had time tt> 
replv to this expoftulation, for which he was not 
at all prepared, the commodore interpofed, add 
enforced his favourite's remonflrance, by telling 
Mr. Gamaliel that he was afhamed to fee aiy 
' man drive in fuch a miferable mamier Qnder fan 

wife's 
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Wife^s petticoat. " A« for my own part (Taid he, 
raifkig his voice, iand afliiming a look of import- 
ance and command) before I would fuffer myfetf 
to be fleeted all weathers by any woman in Ghrift- 
^ndom, d*ye fee, I'd raife fuch a hurricane 
about her cars that**— Here he was interrupted^ 
by Mr. Hatchway, who thrafting his head ta- 
wards the door, in the attitude of one that liftens,- 
cried, " Ahey ! there's yotir fpoufe come to pay 
Its a vifit." Trunnion's features that inftant 
adopted a new difpofition : fear and confufion.^ 
took pofTeflion'of his countenance ; his voice, from 
a tone of vociferation^ fimk into a whifper of 
♦♦ Sure you muft be miftaken, Jack ;'* and in^ 
great perplexity he wiped off the fweat which ^ 
had ftarted on his forehead at this falfe alarm. 
The lieutenant having thus pun idled him for the 
rhodomontade he had uttered, toW him with an* 
arch fneer, that he was deceived with the found df 
the outward door creaking upon its hinges, which* 
he miftook for Mrs. Trunnion's voice, and de- 
fired him to proceed* with his admonitions to 
Mr. Pickle. It is not to be denied tliat this arro- 
gance was a little unfeafonablc in the commodore, 
who was in all refpefts as effeftually fubdued 
to- the dominion of his wife, as the perfon whofe 
fiibmiffion he then ventured to^ondemn ; with 
this difference of difpofition : Trunnion's fub- 
-jedion was like that of a bear, checquered with 
fits of furlitids and rage ; whereas Pickle bote 
the yoke like an ox, without repiniitg. No 
'wonder thfen, thfet this indolence, this fluggifli- 
iiefs, this ftagnati^n of temper^ rendered Ga- 
cmalid incapable bf- withllanding the arguments 
and importunity of his friends, to which lie at 
length forrendej^^d. -He acquiefced in the juf- 
, :ie . : - > tice 
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tice of their obfervations, and taking his fon \f<f 
the handy promifed to favour him for the futuxse 
with his love and fatherly proteftion. 

But this laudable refolution did not laft ; Mr& 
Pickle ftill dubious of his conftancy, and jealous 
of his communication with the commodore, ne» 
ver failed to interrogate him every night about 
the converfation that happened at the club ; and 
regulate her exhortations according to the intelli- 
gence flie received. He was no fooner, therefore» 
iafely conveyed to bed (that academy in which 
all notable wives communicate their ledlures^, 
when her catechifin began ; and (he in a moment 
perceived fomething relu£bmt and equivocal in- 
her hufband's anfwers. Aroufed at thi& difco^ 
very, (he employed her influence and (kill with; 
fuch fuccefs, that he difclofed every circumflance 
of what had happened ; and after having fu(^ 
tained a moft fevere rebuke for his fimplicity and 
indifcretion, humbled himfelf fo far as to promife 
that he would next day annul the condefcenflons^ 
he had made, and for ever renounce the ungra- 
cious objefi of her difguil. This undertaking was 
punSually perfortjaed in a letter to the commo-^ 
dore. Which Ihe herfelf didated in thefe words*. 

SIR,. 

WHereas my good-nature being Taft nigbfr 
impofed upon, I was perfuaded to coun- 
tenance and promife I know not what to that 
vicious youth, whofe parent I have the misfor- 
tune to be ; I de(ire you will take notice that I 
revoke all fuch countenance and pd^omifes, and 
frail never look upon that man as my friend^ 
who will henceforth in fuch a caufe folicit^^ 

Sir> youis, &c. 

Gam. Pic&le^ 



I 
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CHAP. XXL 

Trunnion is enraged at the conduEl of Pickle. 
Peregrine rejenti the injujiice of his mother ^ to 
whom he explains his fentiments in a letter. Is 
entered at the Univerfity of Oxford, where he 
fgnalizes himfelf as a youth of an enterprising 
genius. 

UNfpeakable were the tranfports of rage to 
which Trunnion was incenfed by this ab- 
furd renunciation : he tore the letter with his 
gums (teeth he had none), fpit with-furious gri- 
maces, in token of the contempt he entertained 
for the author, whom he not only damned as a. 
Toufy, fcabby, nafty, fcurvy, fculking, lubberly 
noodle, but refolved to challenge to fingle com- 
bat with fire and fword ; but he was diffuaded* 
from this violent meafure, and appeafed by the 
inter\^ention and advice of the lieutenant and 
Mr. Joker, who reprefented the meffage as the 
eflfeft of the poor man's infirmity, for which he 
was rather an objeft of pity than of refentment ;. 
and turned the ilream of his indignation againft. 
the wife, whom he reviled accordingly. Nor did 
Peregrine himfelf bear with patience this inju- 
rious declaration, the nature of which he no 
fooner underftood from Hatchway, than equally 
fhocked and exafperated, he retired to his apart- 
ment, and in the firft emotions of his ire, pro- 
duced the foUdwins epiftle, which was immedi- 
ately conveyed to his mother. . 

Mapam, 
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Madam, 

TT A D nature formed me a bugbear to the 
•*^ fight, and infpired me with a foul as vicious, 
as my body was deteftable, perhaps I might have 
enjoyed particular m.arks of your affection and 
applaufe : feeing you have periecuted me with 
fuch unnatural averfion, for no other vifible rea- 
fon than that of my differing fo widely in (hape 
as well as difpofition, from that deformed urchin- 
who is the obje<S of your tendernefs and care. If 
thofe be the terms on which alone I can obtMrt 
your favour, I-pray God you may nev^r ceafe t6^ 
hate, 

Madam, 

Your much injured fon, 

P£R£GRINE PiCKLE. 

This letter, which nothing but his paflion and 
inexperience could excufe, had fuch an effe£i 
upon his mother, as-may be eafily conceived. 
She was enraged to a degree of frenzy again ft the 
writer : though at the fame time fhe confide red' 
the whole as the produftion of Mrs. Trunnion's 
particular pique, and reprefented it to her huf- 
band as an infult that he was bound in honour to- 
-refent, by breaking off all correfpondence with 
the commodore and his family. This was a bit-* 
ter pill to Gamaliel, who, through a long courfe 
of years, wes fo habituated to Trunnion's com-- 
.pany, that he could as eafily have parted with a- 
Jimb, as have relinquiftied the club all at once. H^ 
therefore ventured to reprefent his own incapacity 
to follow her advice, and begged that he might 
at leaft lie allowed to dtop the connexion gradu- 
ally ; 
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afly V protefting that he woftld do his endeavour 
to give her all manner of fatisfadion. 

Mean while preparations were made for Pere* 
grine's departure to the univerfity, and in a few 
weeks he fet out in the feventeenth year of his 
age^ accompanied by the fame attendants who 
lived with him at Winchefter. His uncle laid: 
ftrong injunftions upon him to avoid the company 
of immodeft women^ to mind his learning, to let 
him hear of his welfare as often as he could fpare 
teAie to write, and fettled his appointments at the 
rate of five hundred a year^ including his gover- 
Hor's falar)', which was one fifth part of the fum* 
The heart of our ybimg gentleman dilated at the 
profpeft of the figure he fliould make with fuch 
an handfome annuity, the management of which 
was left at his own difcretion : and he amufe<t 
his imagination with the moft agreeable reve- 
ries dljrinig his journey to Oxford, which he per- 
formed in two days. Here being introduceil to 
die head of the college, to whom he had beeA 
»€Omniended, Accommodated with gefiteel apart- 
hie*its, entered as gentleman comtnoner in the 
books, and provided with a judicious tHtor, in* 
ftcad of teaming to the ftudy of Greek and 
Latin^ in which he thought himfelf already fuf- 
Scieritly inftru6ted ; he renewed his acquaintance 
with fome of his old fchool-fellows, whom he 
feund'in the fame fituat ion, and was by them 
initiated in all the falhionable diverfions of the 
place. 

It was not long before he made himfelf remark- 
able for his fpirit and humour, which were fo 
acceptM)le to the bucks of the univerfity, that 
he wis admitted as a member of their corpora- 
ti(W> and in a very little time became the moft con* 
' ^ fpicuoua 
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•fpicuous perfonagc of the whole fraternity ; not 
that he valued himfelf upon his ability in fnioak- 
ing the greateft number of pipes, and drinking 
the largeft quantity of ale ; thefe were qualifica- 
tions of too grofs a nature to captivate his refined 
ambition* He-picqued hhnfelf on his talent for 
raillery, his genius and talle, his pterfonal accom- 
plifhments, and his fuccefs at intrigue : nor were 
his excurfions confined to the fmall villages in the 
neighbourhood, which are commonly vifited once 
a week by the ftudents for the fake of carnal 
recreation. He kept his o\yn horfes, traverfed 
the whole country in parties of pleafure, attended 
ail the races within fifty miles of Oxford, and 
made frequent jaunts to London, where he ufed 
to lie incognito during the bell part of many a 
term. 

The rules of the univerfity were too fevere to 
be obfcrved by a youth of his vivacity ; and there- 
fore he became acquainted with the pro^or by 
times. But all the checks he received were in- 
fuificient to moderate his career ; he frequented 
taverns and cofFee-houfes, coijimitted midnight 
frolics in the fireets, infulted all the fober and pa- 
cific clafs of his fellow- ftudents ; the tutors them- 
felves were not facred from his ridicule; he 
laughed at the magiftrate, and neglected eveiy 
particular of college difcipline. 

In vain did they attempt to reftrain his irre- 
gularities by tlie impofition of fines ; be was 
liberal to profufion, and therefore paid without 
rdu£bince. Thrice did he fcale the windows of 
atradefman, with whofe daughter he had an af- 
fair of gallantry, as often was he obliged to feejc 
bis fafety by a precipitate leap, and one night 
would, inall probabilityi^ have fallen a iacriSce 

to 
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to an ambufcade that was laid by the father, had 
not his trufty fquire Pipes interpofed in his be- 
half, and manfully refcued him from the clubs of 
his enemies. 

In the midft of thefe exccffes, Mr. Jolter find- 
ing his admonitions neglefted, and his influence 
utterly deftroyed, attempted to wean his pupil 
from his extravagant courfes, by engaging his 
attention in fome more Jaudable purfuit. With 
this view he introduced him into a club of poli- 
ticians, who received him with great demonil ra- 
tions of regard, accommodated themfelves; more 
than he could have expedted to his jovial difpofi- 
tion, and while they revolved fcheme« for the re- 
formation oftheflate, drank with fuch devotion 
to the accomplifliment of their plans, that before^ 
parting the cares of their patnotifm were quite 
overwhelmed. 

Peregrine, though he could not approve of 
their doArine, refolved to attach himfelf for fome 
time to their company ; becaufe he perceived 
ample fubjedl for his ridicule, in the charaders of 
thefe wrong-headed enthufiafis. It was a con^ 
ftant praftice with them, in their midnight con- 
fiftories, to fwaliow fuch plentiful draughts of 
infpiration, that their myfteries commonly ended 
like thofe of the Bacchanalian Orgia ; and they 
were feldom capable of maintaining that folem- 
nity of decorum which by the nature of their 
fun&ions moft of them were obliged to profefs. 
Now as Peregrine's fatirical difpofition was never 
more gratified than when he had an opportunity 
of expofing grave charaders in ridiculous atti- 
tudes, he laid a mifchievous fnare for his new 
confederates, which took eSeO, in this manner. 
In one of their nodlurnal deliberations, he pro- 
moted 
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moted fuch a fpirit of good fellowfhip, by tte 
agreeable Tallies of bis wit, wbich were purpofely 
levelled againfi their political adverfaries, that by- 
ten o'clock they were all ready to join in the 
moft extravagant propofal that could be made* 
They broke their glaffes in confequence of his 
fiiggeftion, drank healths out ©f their (hoes, 
caps, and the bottoms of the candlefticks that 
ftood before them, fometiraes ftanding with one 
foot on a chair, and the knee bent on the edge 
of the table ; and . when they could^^ no longer 
fiand in that pofture, fetting their bare pofteriors 
on the cold floor^ They huzza'd, haliooed> 
danced and fung, and in fhort were elevated to 
fuch a pitch of intoxication^ that when Pere- 
grine propofed that they fhould burn their peri;!- 
wigs, the hint was immediately approved, and 
they executed the fpoUck as* one man. Theijp 
flioes and caps imderwenr the fame fate by the 
fame inftigation, and in this trim he led them 
forth into the ftreel^ where they refolved to comr- 
pel every body they fhould find to fubfcriSe tb 
their political creed, andpronounce the Shibboledi 
of their party. In the atchievement of this en* 
terprize, they met with more oppofition than 
they expefted ; they were encountered with ar- 
guments which they could not well withftand \ 
the nofesof fome, and eyes of others, ia a very 
little time bore the marks of obftinate difputation. 
Their condu6lor having at length engaged the 
whole body in a fray with another fquadron 
which was pretty much in the fame condition^ 
he very fairly gave them t^e flip, and flily re- 
treated to his apartment, forefeeing that his com^ 
panions would foon be favoured with the notice 
of tjicir fuperiors ; Nor was he deceived in his 

pro- 
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|TOgnoftic j the proAor going his round, chanced 
to fall in with this tumultuous uproar, and inter- 
pofing his authority, found means to quiet the 
difturbance. He took cognizance of their names, 
and difmiiTed the rioters to their refpeSive cham- 
bers, not a little fcandalized at the behaviour of 
fome among them, whofe bufinefs and duty it 
was to fet far other examples to the youth under 
their care and direAion. 

About midnight. Pipes, who had orders to at*. 
tend at a diftance, and keep an eye upon Jolter^ 
brought home that unfortunate governor upon 
his back (Peregrine having beforehand Jecured 
his admittance into the college), and among other 
bruifes he was found to have received a couple of 
contufions on» his face, which next morning ap- 
peared in a black circle tliat furrounded each eye. 

This was a mortifying circumftance to a man 
of his charafter and deportment, cfpecially as he 
had received a meflage from the prqflor, who 
defired to fee him forthwith. With great humi- 
lity and contrition he begged the advice of his 
pupil, who being ufed to amufe himfelf with 
painting, aflured Mr, Jolter, that he would co- 
ver thofe figns of difgrace with a flight coat of 
flelh colour fo dextroufly, that it would be al- 
moft impoflible to diftinguifti the artificial from 
the natural (kin. The rueful governor, rather 
than expofe fuch opprobrious tokens to the ob- 
fervation and cenfure of the magiftrate, fubmit- 
ted to the expedient. Although his counfellor 
had over-rated his own fltill, he was perfuaded to 
confide in the difguife, and actually attended the 
proftor, with fuch a ftaring addition to the na- 
tural ghaftlinefs of his features, that his vifage 
bore a very apt refemblance to fome of thofe fero- 
cious 



i66 The Adventures cf • 

cious countenances that hang over the Soon of 
certain taverns and alehoufes, under the denomi- 
nation of the Saracen's head. 

Such a remarkable alteration of phyfiognomy 
could not efcape the notice of the moid undif- 
ceming beholder, much lefs the penetrating eye 
of his levere judge, already whetted with what he 
had Teen over-night. He was therefore upbraided 
with this ridiculous and fhallow artifice, and to- 
gether with the companions of his debauch, un- 
derwent fuch a cutting reprimand for the fcanda- 
lous irregularity of his condud, that all of them 
remained creil-fallen, and were aihamed, for 
many Weeks, to appear in the public execution of 
their duty. 

Peregrine was too vain of his fineffe, to con- 
ceal the part he aSed in this comedy, with the 
particulars of which he regaled his companions, 
and thereby entailed upon himfelf the hate and 
rcfentment of the community, 'whofe maxims 
and praftices he had difclofed ; for he was con- 
fidered as a fpy, who had intruded himfelf into 
their fociety, with a view of betraying it ; or, at 
beft, as an apoftate and renegado from the faith 
and principles which he had profeiTed. 
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He is inftttted by his tutor ^ whom he lampoons ; 
makes a conftderable progrefs inpdlite litsrcture ; 
and in an excurjion to Windfor meets witk Emilia 
by accident^ and is very coldly received. 

AMONG thofc who fuffercJ'by his craft 
and infidelity was Mr. Jumble, his own 
tutor, who could not at all digeft the mortifying 
affront he had received, and was refolved to be 
revenged on the infulting author. With this 
view he watched the conduft of Mr. Pickle with 
the utjnoft rancour of vigilance, and let flip no 
opportunity of treating him with difrefpeft, 
which he knew the difpofition of his pupil could 
fcfs brook than any other feverity it was in his 
power to exercife. 

Peregrine had been feveral mornings abfent 
from chapel ; and as Mr. Jumble never failed to 
queftion him in a very peremptory flyle about his 
ifon -attendance, he invented fome very plaufibic 
€xcufes ; but .at length his ingenuity was ex- 
haufied ; he received a very galling rebuke for his 
profligacy of morals, and that he might feel it the 
more fenfibly, was ordered, by way of exercife, 
to compofe a paraphrafe in Englifh verfe, upon 
thefe two lines in Virgil : 

Vane Kgur^ fruftraque animis elate fuperbisy 
Nequicquam patrias tentafti lubricus artes. 

The Impofition of this invidious theme had 
all the defired effeft upon Peregrine, who not 
.only coafidered it as a piece of uammanDerly abufe 
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levelled again ft his own conduft, but alfo aft a 
retrofpeftive infult on the memory of his grand* 
father, who ("as he liad been informed) was in 
ijis Ufe-time more noted for his cunning thgji 
csmdour in trade. 

Exafperated at this inftance of the pedant's au-s 
dacity, he had well nigh (in his firft tranfports) 
taken corporal fatisfaftion on the fpot ; but fore- 
feeing the trottblefome confequcnces that would 
attend fuch a flagrant outrage againft the laws of 
•the univerfrty, he checked his indignatioji, and 
refolved to revenge the injury in a more cool and 
contemptuous manner. Thus determinQd, hie 
let on foot an inquiry into the particulars of 
Jumble's parentage and education. He learnt 
that the father of this infolent tutor was a brick- 
layer, that his mother fold pies, and that the 
fon, at different periods of his youth, had amufed 
himfelf in both occupations, before he converted 
his views to the ftudy of learning. Fraught with 
this intelligence, he compofed the following bal-. 
lad in doggerel rhymes, and next day presented 
it as a glofs upon the text which the tutor ha<i 
chofen^ ^ 

1. 

Come, liften ye fludents of ev'ry degree^ 

1 fmg of a wit and a tutor per die y 

A ftatefman profound, a critic imnlenfe, 

In ftiort, a meer jumble 5f learhing and fenfe ; ^ 

Andyet of his tajents, though laudably vain, 

, His o\yn family ^rts he co,uld never attain. 

■ ■ "' . " ■ . ■ . ■ - 

II. 

His father intending his fortune to build. 

In liis youth would have taught him the trowel \ 

^ to wield, * > But' 
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Biit the moitaf of difcipline iicver would flick. 
For his ikidl V9^ fecured by a fe'cing of brick, 
And with sdl his endeavours of patience and paini 
The fkill of his fire he could never attaim 

IIL 

His mother aA hbufewife neat, artful, and wife> 
Renown'd for her delicate bifcuit and pyes, 
Sodn altciT'd his ftudies by flattering his tafte. 
From the raifing of walls to the rearing of pafte ) 
But all her inftrudtions were fruitlefs and vain. 
The pye-making myft'ry he ne'er could attainv 

Vet tnie to his rac<e> in his laboufs W^rc feert 
A jumble of both their profefRons, I ween ; 
for, when his own genitis he vcntur'd to truft, 
His pyes feem'd of brick, and his houfes of crufl^ 
Then, good Mr. Tutor, pray be Mot fo vain. 
Since your family arts you tocld ne\'er stttainv 

This impudent produflidft Viras Ithe moft ef^ 
feftual vengeance he could have taken on his 
tutor, who had all the fupercilious arrogarfce and' 
ridiculous pnde of a low-born pedant. Inftead 
of overlooking this petulant piece of fat ire with 
that temper and decency of difdain that became a 
perfon of his gravity and flation, he no fooner 
caft his eye over the performance, than the blood' 
Tuihed into his countenance, wWcb immediatel)^: 
after exhibited a ghaftly pale colour. With w 
quivering lip he told his pupil, that he was an^ 
impertinent jackanapes, and he would take care 
that he fliould be expelled from the univerfity, 
for having prefumed to write and deliver fuch a^ 
licentious and fcurrilous libel. Peregrine aa*- 

' Vol. I. I fvvered 
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fwered with great refolution, that when the pro- 
vocation he had received fhould be known, he 
was perfuaded that He fhould be acquitted by 
the opinion of all impartial people ; and tliat he 
was ready to fubmit the whole to the decifion of 
tile mafter. 

This arbitration )ie propofcd, becaufe he knew 
the mafter and Jumble were at variance ; and fof 
that reafon the tutor durft not venture to put the 
caufe on fuch an iffue. Nay, when this refe- 
rence was mentioned. Jumble, who was natu- 
rally jealous,, fufpefled that Peregrine had 2L pro* 
mife of protedlion before he undertook to commit 
fuch an outrageous infult ; and this notion had 
fuch;an effefl: upon him, thaj he refolved to de- 
vour hi« vexation, and wait for a more proper 
opj^ortunity of gratifying his hate. Mean while 
copies of the ballad were diftributed among the 
fludents, who fung it under the very nok of Mr. 
Jumble, to the tune of Acoblzr there was ^ lid 
and the triumph of our hero was complete. Nei- 
ther was his whole time deyol;cd to the riotous 
extravagancies of youth. He enjoyed many lucid 
intervds ; during which he contrafted a more in- 
timate acquaintance with the clafficks, applied 
bimfelf to the reading of hiftory, improved hii 
tafte for painting and mufic, in which he made 
fome progrefs ; and, above all things, cultivated 
.the ftudy of natural philofophy. If was gene- 
rally after a courfe of clofe attention to fome of 
thele arts and fciences, th^t his difpodtion broke 
out into thofe irregularities and wildTallies of a 
luxuriant imagination, for which lie became fo 
nemarkable ; and he was perhaps the only young 
man in Oxford, who at the fame time maintainea 
an intimate and friendly intercourfe with the moft 

unthinki^gf 
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XHithinkimgi as well as with the moft fedate {tur 
dients at the univerfity* 

It is not to be fuppofed that a young man of 
Peregrine's vanity, inexperience, and profufion, 
Could fuit his expence to his allowance, liberal as 
It was; for hfe was not one of thofe fortunate 
|>eople who are born ceconomifts, and knew not 
the ait of withholding his purfe when he faw his 
companioil in difficulty. Thus naturally gene*- 
rous and isxpen five, he fquandered away his mo- 
ney, and made a moft fplendid appearance upon 
the receipt of his quarterly appointment ; but 
long before the third month was elapfed, his fi- 
nances were confumed, and as he could not floop 
to afk an extraordinary fupply, was too proud 
to borrow^ and too* haughty to run in debt with 
tradefmert, he devoted thofe pei^ods of poverty to 
the profecution of his ftudies, and (hone forth 
again at the revolution of quarter-day. 

In one of thefe irruptions he and fom<5 of his 
companions went to Windfor, in order to fe6 
the royal apartments in the caftle, whither they 
j-epaired in the afternoon ; and as Peregrine 
flood contemplating the picSure of Hercufes and 
Omphale, one of his fellow-ftudwits whifpered 
in his ear, " Z— ds! Pickle, there are two fine 
girls." He turned inftantly about, and in one of 
them recognized his almoft forgotten Emilia : 
her appearance afted upon his imagination like 
«i fpark of life that falls among gunpowder ; that 
paffion which had lain dormant for the fpace of 
two years flafiied up in a moment, and he was 
ieized with an uiiiverfal trepidation. She per- 
cfeived 2uid partook of his- emotion ; for their 
fouls, like unifohs, vibrated with the fame im- 
puife. Howevei flie called her pride ajid refent- 

I % XCl^T^ 
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ment to her aid, and found refolution eilougli lb 
retire from fuch a dangerous fcene. Alarmed at 
her retreat, he recolleSed •all his affurance, and 
impelled by love, which he could no longer refift, 
followed her into the next room, where in the 
moft difconcerted manner he accofted her with 
** Your humble fervant, Mifs Gauntlet ;" to 
which falutation flie replied, with an affedlation 
of indifference that did not, however, conceal 
her agitation, " Your fervant, Sir ;** and imme- 
diately extending her finger towards the pifture of 
Duns Scotus, which is fixed over one of the 
doors, afked her companion in a gigling tone, if 
fte did not think he looked like a conjurer* Pe- 
regrine, nettled hito fj>irits by this reception, an* 
fwered for the otli^r lady, "that it was an eafy 
matter to be a conjurer in thofe times, when the 
limplicity ©f the age afliiled his divination ; but 
were he, or Merlirl himfelf, to rife from the dead 
npW) when fuch deceit and diflimuhition prevail^ 
they would not be able to earn their bread by the 
profefTion." « — Ol Sir, faid fhe, (tuning full 
upon him) without doubt they would adopt new 
maxims ; 'tis no difparagemept in this enlighten- 
ed age for one to alter one's opiniort.'* " No 
lure. Madam, replied the youth with fome preci- 
pitation, provided the change be for the better:" 
" And Ihould it happen otherwife, retorted the 
nymph with a flirt of her fan, incpnflancy will 
never want countenance from the pra«^ice of 
mankind.**' "True, Madam, refurae:^ our hero, 
fixing his eyes uppn her; examples of levity ara' 
every where to be met with.'' " O Lord,, Sir, 
cried Emilia, tofTing Ueic head, you'll fcarce ever 
find a fop without it." By this time his compa- 
fiion feeing him engaged with orfe of the ladies' 

t entered 
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filtered into conveHatkm with the other ; and in 
order to favour his friend's gallantry^ conduced 
her into the next apartment, on pretence of en--- 
lertaining her with the fight of a remarkable piece 
of painting. 

Peregrine laying hold on this opportunity of 
being alone with the objeft of his lo^'e, afliuned 
a moft reducing tendernefs of look, and heaving 
a profound figh, afked if fhe had utterly difcarded 
him from her remembrance* Reddening at this 
pathetic queftion, which recalled the memoiy of 
the imagined (light he had put uposi her, fhe an* 
fwered in great confufioi^, " Sir, I believe I once 
had the pleafure of feeing you at a ball in Winr 
chefter.'* ^^ Mifs Emilia, faid he, very gravely, 
will you be fo candid as to tell me what rtiifl>eha>. 
viour of mine you are pleafed to punifli, by re* 
ftritfting your remembrance to that fingle occa- 
fion P*' " Mr. Pickle, fhe replied in the fame 
lone, it is neither my province nor inclination ta 
judge your condu^ ; and therefore you mifapply 
your queftion when you aik fuch an .explanation^ 
of me/* " At leaft, refumed our lover, give^ 
me the inelancholy fatisfaftion to know for what 
offence of mine you refufed to take the leafl no" 
tice of that letter which I had the honour to 
write from Winchefler 6y your own exprefs per- 
miffion-'* " Your letter, faid Mifs with great 
vivacity, neither required, nor, in my opinion* 
deferved an anfwer; and to be free with you^ 
Mr. Pickle, it was but a fliallow artifice to rid 
yourfelf of a correfpondcnce you had deigned to 
iblicit.*' Peregrine, confounded at this repartee, re- 
plied, that howfoever he might have failed in point 
of elegance or difcretion, he was fure he had not 
beea deficient in expreffions of refpe(St and devo* 

1 3 tion 
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tion for thofe channs which it was his pride ti 
adore : " As for the verfes, faid he, I own they 
were unworthy of the theme, but I flattered my* 
felf that they would have merited your accept- 
ance, though not your approbation, and been 
confidered not fo much as the proof of my genius, 
as the genuine effufion of njy love.*' "Verfes! 
cried Emilia with an air of aftonilhment, what 
verfes ? I really don't underftand you.** The 
young gentleman was thunderftruck at this ex- 
clamation, to which, after a long paufe, he an* 
fwered, " I be^n to fufpeft, and heartily wifli 
it may appear that we have mifunderftood each 
other from the beginning. Pray, Mifs Gauntlet, 
did not you find a copy of verfes inclofed in that 
unfortunate letter ?" " Truly, Sir (faid the lady), 
I am not fo much of a cohnoiffeur as to diftin* 
gui(h whether that facetious produ£lion, which 
you merrily ftyle an unfortunate letter, was com- 
pofed in verfe or profe ; but, methinks, the jeft 
js a little too ftale to be brought upon the carpet 
again/* So faying, (he tripped away to her 
companion, and left her lover in a moft tumultu- 
ous fufpence. He nbw perceived that her negleft 
of his addreffes when he was at Winchefter, 
muft have been owing to fome myftery which he 
could not comprehend : and ftie began to fufpeft 
and to hope that the letter which (he received 
was fpurious, though flie could not conceive how 
that could poffibly happen, as it had been deli- 
vered to her by the hands of his own fervant. 

However, fhe refolved to leave the tafk of un- 
ravelling the affair to him, who, fhe knew, 
would infallibly exert himfelf for his own as 
well as her fatisfaftion. She was not deceived in 
her opinion i he went up to her again at the* 



PEREGRINE PICKLE. 175 

fiair-cafe, and as they were unprovided with a 
male attendant^ Inftfled Cipoti fqurrfng the ladies 
to their lodgings. EiniHa faw his drift, which 
Was no other than to know where flie lived ; arfd 
though fhe approved of his contrivance, thought 
It was incumbent upon her, for the fupport of 
her own dignity, to decline the civility: fhe there- 
fore thanked him for his polite offer, but would 
by no means confent to his giving himfelf fuch 
tmnecefTary trouble, efpecially as they had a very 
little way to walk. He was not repulfed by this 
refufal, the nature of wTiich he perfedly under- 
ftood ; nor was fhe forry to fee him perfevere 
in his determination; -he therefore accompanied 
them in their return, and made divers efforts to 
fpeak with Emilia in particular : but fhe had a 
fpice of the coquette in her difpofition, and be- 
ing determined to whet his impatience, artfully 
baffled all his endeavours, by keeping her com- 
panion continually engaged in the converfationv 
which turned upon the venerable appearance 
and imperial fituation of the plate. Thus tan* 
talized, he lounged with them to the door of the 
houfe in which they lodged, when his mifbefs 
perceiving by the countenance of her comrade, 
that (he was on the point of defiring him to 
walk in, checked- her intention with a frown, 
then turning to Mr. Pickle, dropped him a very 
formal curt'fey, feized the other young lady by 
the arm, and faying, " Come, coufin Sophy,** 
vanifhed in a moment. 
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CHAP. XXIii, 

^fter fundry unfuccefsful efforts ^ he finds meam tth 
(ome to an explafiatim wtb his fnijtrefs -, and a. 
reconciliation enfues^ 

PEregrine, difconcerted at their fudden difap^ 
pearance, ilood for fome minutes gaping in 
the ftreet, before he could get the better of his 
furprize ; and then dehberated with himfelf wlie- 
Hiier he (hould demand immediate admittance to 
his miftrefs, or choofe fonie other method of 
application. Piqued at her abrupt behaviour,^ 
though pleafed with her fpirit, he fet his inven- 
tion to work, in order to contrive fome means. 
of feeing hef ; and in a fit of mufing arrived at 
tke inn, wh^re he found his companions whom 
he had left at the caftle-gate. They had already 
made inquiry about the ladies, in confequcnce of 
which he leamt th^t Mifs Sophy was daughter of 
A gentleman iiv town to whom his miitrels wa& 
related \ that an intimate friendihip fubfifted be« 
tween the two y^ung ladies ; that Emilia had 
lived about a month with her coufin, and ap« 
peared at the laft aflembly, where Qie was i^i-L 
verfally admired ; and that feveral young gentle- 
men of fortune had fmce that time teized her 
with addreffes. 

Our hero's ambition was flattered, ^d his 
paflioh inflamed with this intellig^ce ; and ha 
fwore within himfelf that he would not quit the 
fpot until he fhould have obtained an indifputed 
vidory over all his rivals. 

That faijne evening he compofed a moft elo- 
gacnt -epiftle, in which -he carneftly intreated 

that 
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that flie would favG^r him with an opportunity 
of vindicating his condud ; but flie would nei* 
thcr receive his billet, nor fee his mcffenger* 
Baulked in this effort, he inclofcd it in a new 
cover dire£led by another hand, and ordered 
Pipes to ride next morning to London, on pur* 
pofe to deliver it at the pofl-office ; that com* 
ing by fuch conveyance, fhe might have no fuf* 
picion of the author, and open it before flie fliould 
be aw2u*e of the deceit. 

Three days he waited patiently for theeffeft of 
iJiis ftratagem, and in the afternoon of th« 
fourth, ventured to hazard a formal vifit, in 
qyalitvof an oid acquainfkn^se* But here too 
he fat led in- hi^ atferapt •; flie was indifpofed, an4 
could not fee company. Thefc obftacles ferved 
only to increafe his eagemefs ; be ftill adh^rea 
to his former refoluti'on ; and his companions 
under {{aiuiing his determination, left him next 
day t6f his own invcntibns. Thus relinquifted 
t^ his'own ideas^ he doubled his. alfiduity, and 
fv^&ikd every method his iitiagination could fug*- 
geft, in order td promote his *plan. 

Pipes was llationed all day long witWn fighf 
of her door, that he might be able to give his 
mafter an account of her motions ; but (he ne-^ 
ver went abroad except td vifit in the neigfaboiM^* 
hood, and was always houfcd before Peregrin^ 
could be apprifed of her appearance*^ He went 
t6 church with a view of attra^ing her notice^ 
and humbled his dirportment befote her ; but flie 
was fo .mifchieToufiy devout as to look at nothing 
but her book, fo that he waa^not favoured with 
wie glaiice of regard. He frequented the cof- 
be-houfe, and attempted to > contraifk an at^ 
il^uuaCancrwidi Mifs Sc^y'i fioiher, who, h^ 

I 5 hofed. 
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hoped, would invite him to hi^ houfe ; but tMs 
expodation was alfo defeated. That prudent 
gentleman looked upon him as one of thofe for- 
ward fortune-hunters "who go about the country 
feeking whom tliey may devour, and warily dif- 
couraged all his advances. Chagrined by fo ma* 
ny unfuccefsful endeavours, . he began to defpair 
of accom{)lifiiing his aim, and as the laft fuggef- 
tion of his art, paid off his lodging, took horie at 
noon, and departed, in all appearance, for the 
place from whence he had come. He rode, how- 
ever, but a few miles, and in the dulk of the 
evening returned unfeen, alighted at another 
inn, ordered Pipes to ftay Within doors, and 
keeping himfelf incognito, employed another 
perfon as a centinel upon Emilia. 
" It was not long before he re2q}ed the fruits of 
his ingenuity. Next day in the afternoon he was 
informed by his fpy that the two yoimg ladies 
were gone to walk in the park, whither he fol- 
lowed them op the inAant,^ fully determined to 
come to an explanation with his miftrefs, even 
in |)rerence of her friend, who might poflibly be 
prevailed upon to intei^ft herfelf in^ his behalf. 

When he faw them at fuch a diftance that they 
could not return to town before he fliould hav» 
an opportunity pf putting his refolution in prac- 
tice, he mended his pace, an^" found means ta 
appeSr* before them fo fuddenly, that Emilia could 
not help expreffing her furprize in a feream. Oof 
lover putting oft a mien of humility and mortifi- 
cation, begged to know if her refentment was 
implacable ; and. sjked why ihe had fo cruelly 
refufed to grant him the common privilege thai* 
every cri^ninal enjoyed. " Dear Mifs Sophy» 
f^id hei ^ddrei&ng himfelf to her companion^ 

, .' givt 
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give me leave to implore your interceflionwitfi 
your coufiil ; I am fure you have humanity enough' 
to efpoufe my caufe^ did you btit know the juftice 
of it ; and I flatter myfelf that by ydur" kind in-*^ 
terpofition, I may be abk to reftify that fataj 
mifiinderftanding which -hath made me wretch-- 
ed." ** Sir, faid Sophy, you appear-Hke a gentle- 
man, and I doubt not but your beliaviour has^^ 
been always fuitable to your appearance ; but vou* 
muft excufe me from undertaking any fuch office 
in behalf of a perfon whom I have not the honout 
to know." *^ Madam, anfwered Peregrine,. • 
I hope Mifs Eray will juffify my pretenfions to- 
that chara£i:er, ftotwithflanding the myftiery of 
her di^leafare, which, upon my honour, I cannot 
for my fout explain." • *^ Lord \ Mr. iPickFei faif' 
Emilia, (who had by this time recol levied- hcr-- 
felf) I never queftioned )'our galtantty and^ t^aftcj/ 
but I am refolved that' you (hall never havef- 
caufe to exercife your talents at my etpence j^ (tf- 
that you teize yourfelf and me to no purpofe ;.' 
come, Sophy, let us walk home aoaim" ** Goo<F 
God 1 madami (cried the lover witli great emo-^ 
tion) why will you diftraft me with fuch barba-- 
lous indiffepence ? Stay, dear Emilia ! T conjure' 
you on my .ki\ces to-ftay and hear me : by all that' 
IS facred ! i was not to blame ; you rouft have' 
been impofed upop by Ibme villain who envied 
my good fortune, and took fome tireacheroas me^ 
thod to ruin my k>ve." 

Mifs Sophy, who pofleffed a large flock of 
good nature, and to whom her coufin had com^- 
municated the caufe of herj-eferve, feeing: the* 
young gentleman fo much affeded with that dif-- 
Aain which (he knew to be feigned, laid hold on 
Bmitia'^ fieeve, faying with a unile> ** Not quite 
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fo £iifl, Emily, I begin to perceive that this ist- 
love quarrel, and therefore there may be hopes of 
a reconciliation ; for I fuppofe both parties are 
open to conviftion." ** For my own part (cried 
Peregrine with great eagemefs), I appeal toMifs 
Sophy's decifion. But why do I fay appeal ? Tho* 
I am confcious of having committed no offence^ 
I am ready to fubmit %o any penance, let it be 
never fo rigorous, that my fair inflaver herfeU 
ihall impofe, provided it will entitle me to her 
favour and fprgivenefs at lafl." Emily, well nigh 
overcome by this declaration, told him th^t u 
fhe taxed him with no guilt, (he expe6led nd 
atonement ; and preifed he^ companion to retunr 
into town. But Sophy, who was too indulgent 
to her friend's real inclination to comply with 
her requefi, , obferved that the gentleman feemed 
fo reafonable in bis conceffions, fhe began to 
think her coufin was in the wrong, and felt her- 
ielC^difpofed to a£t as umpire in the difpute. 

Overjoyed at this condefcenfion, Mr. Pickle 
thanked hex in the mofl rapturous terms, and in 
tlje tranfport of his expeflation, kifTed the hand 
of his kind mediatrix ; a circumflance which had 
a remarkabU cfkA on the countenance of Emilia^ 
who did not feem to relifh the warmth of his ac- 
^owledgment. 

After many fupphcations on one hand, and 
preflTmg remonflranc^s on the other, fhe yielded 
at length, and turning to her lover, while her 
fece was overfpread with blufhes, " Well, Sir,, 
(faid fhe) fuppofing I were to put the difference 
on that iffue, how could you excufe the-i4diculou5 
letter which you fent to me from Winchefter?** 
This expoflulation introduced a difcuifion of the 
whole affair, in which all the cir<:uQiAaiices w^re 

can* 
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canvafled ; and Emilia ftill affinned with greaf 
heat, that the letter muft have been calculated 
to affront her ; for flie could not fuppofe the 
author was fo weak astodefign it for any other* 
purpofo 

Peregrine, who ftlU retained in his memory 
the fubftance of ^is unlucky epiftle, as well a»- 
riie verfes which were inclofed, could recolle<Si 
no particular expreflion which could have juftly- 
given the leaft umbrage \ and therefore, in thc^. 
agonies of perplexity, begged that the whole 
might be fabmitted to the judgment of Mifs 
Sophy 'y and faithfully pnomifed to fland to her 
award. 

In fliort, this propofal was with feeming rc- 
ki^iance embraced by Emilia, and an appointmenr 
mad^ to meet next day in the fame place, whither 
both jparties were defired to come provided witlv, 
their credentials, according to which definitive 
Sentence would be pronounced... 

Gur lover having fucceeded thus fer, over* 
whelmed Sophy with acknowledgments on ac- - 
count of her generous mediation, and in the 
courfe of their walk, which Emilia was now in 
no hurry to Gpnctude, whifpcred a great many 
tender protefiations in the ear of his miilrefsy 
who, nev«rtbeleis, continued to a£l u;|)on the 
feferve, until her doubts fiiould be nK)re fully 
•efolved.. 

Mn Pickle havings found means to amufe them 
in the fields till the twilight, was obliged to wiOi 
them good even, after having obtained a folemn 
repetition of their promife to meet him at the 
appointed time and place ; and then- retreated tQ 
lus apartment, where he fpent the whole night ii^ 

irarioii^ coi^dure^ i>ii the fubje^ of this mP^ 
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the gofdian knot of which he could by no meafrt 
untie. 

One while he Imagined that feme wag had play- 
ed a trick upon his meffenger, in confequence of 
which Emilia had received a fuppofititious letter \ 
but upon further refledion*,- he could not con- 
'ceive the prafticability of any fuch deceit. Then 
he began to doobt the fincerity of his miftrefy, 
who, perhaps, had only made that an handle 
for difcarding him, at the requeft of fome fa- 
voured rival ; but his own integrity forbad him 
to harbour this mean fufpicion ; ana therefore he 
was again involved in the labyrinth of perplexity. 
Next day he waited on the rack of impati*- 
cnce for the hour of five in the afternoon, which 
no fooner ftrirck, t^ian he ordered Pipes to at- 
tend him, in cafe there fliould be occafion fdr his 
evidence ; and repaired to the place of rcndez«- 
vous, where he had not tarried five minutes 
before the ladies appeared. Mutual compli- 
ihents being paffed, and the attendant Aationed 
at a convenient diftance, Peregrine perfuadcd 
theny to fit down upon the grafs, under the (hade 
©f a fpreading oak, that they might be more at 
their eafe ; while he flrctched himfetf ay- their fect^ 
and defired that the paper on which his doom (de- 
pended might be examined. It was accordingly 
put into the hand of his fair arbitrefs> who reedr 
It immediately with an audible voice. The firft 
two words of it were no fooner pronounced, than 
he ftarted with great emotion, and raifed himfelf 
tspon his hand and^ knee, in which pofturp he 
liftened to the reft of the fentence ; then fprung 
vpon his feet in the utmoft aftonifliment, an5 
glowing with refentment at the fame time, ex- 
daiiQC^/* Hell and the Devil I whatV all that *?^ 
* - Sure. 
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3urc you make a jeft of me, madam." " Prayv 
Sir, (faid Sophy) give me the hearing for a few 
moments, and then urge what you (hall think 
proper in your own defence." Having thus cau- 
tioned him fhe proceeded ; but before flie had 
finifhed one half of tffe performance her gravity 
forfook her, and (he was feized with a violent fit 
of laughter, in which neither of the lovers could 
help joining, notwithftanding the refentment 
which at that inflant prevailed in the breafis of 
both. The judge,^ however, in a little time, re- 
fumed her fblemnity, and having read the re- 
maining part of this, curious epiftle, all three con- 
tinued flaring at each other alternately for the 
(pace of half a minute, and then broke forth at 
the fame inflant in another paroxyfm of mirth* 
From this unanimous convulfion, one would. have 
thought that both parties were extremely well 
pleafed with the joke,, yet this was by no mean* 
tlie cafe. 

Emilia imagined that notwithflanding his af* 
leded furprize, her lover in fpite of himfelf had, 
renewed the laugh at her expeoce,. anA in. fo 
doing, applauded his own unmannerly ridicule*. 
This, fuppqfrtion could not fail of raifing and 
reviving her indignation, while Peregrine highly 
refented the indignity with which he fuppofe4 
himfelf treated,, in their attempting to make hiia 
the dupe of fuch a gcofs and ludicrous artifice. 
This being the filuationt of dicir thoughts, their 
mirth was. fupceeded by a> mutual gloominefs of 
aTped,. and the Uidge addrefling herfelf to Mr» 
Pickle, afked if he had any thing to offer why 
ibntence fhould not be pronounced ? " Madam^ 
anfwered ^e culprit, 1 am forry to find myfelf 
h low in the opinion of your cou(in>, as to be 

:|^ thought 
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thought capable of being deceived by fuch a flial- 
low contrivance." ** Nay, i^ir, faid Emilia, the 
contrivance is your own, and I caimot help ad- 
miring your confidence in imputing it to me. 
« Upon my honour, Mifs Eimilyy refumed our 
hero, you wrong my underftanding as well as my 
love, in accufing'me of having written fuch a filly 
impertinent performance; the very appearance 
and addrefe of it* is fo unlike the letter which 1 
did myfelf the honour to write, that I dare fay 
my many even at this diflance of time, will re- 
member the difference^" So faying, he extended" 
his voice, - and beckoned fb Ptees; who iramedi- 
atfely drew near>i His miftrels feemed to ohjtSt 
to the evidence, by obfer\4ng that t6 be fare Mr- 
Pipes had his cue ; when Peregrine begging fhe: 
would fpare him the mortification of confiifering 
him in fuch a diflionourable lights defired his va- 
!4t to examine the outlWe of the letter, andre- 
colleft if it* was the fame which he had delivered^ 
tb Mifs Gauntlet about' two years ago-- Pipe^ 
having taken a fuperficial view of it^ pulled up 
his breechesj faying, ** Mayhap it * is, but • we 
feave made fo many tfips^- and been in fb many 
creeks and corners fince that time, Aat'I caa't' 
ipretend to be certain ^ for I neither keep journal ^ 
nor logbook of our proceeings.'* EVnilia com- 
mended him for his candbur, at the fame timS 
darting a farcaftic look at his mailer, as if (he 
ihougW he had tampered with his fervant*s inte- 
grity in vain ; and Peregrine began to rave and 
curfe his fate far having {ubjeded him to fuch' 
mean fu%icion, att^fling heaven and earth m the> 
moft earneft manner, that far from having com- 
pofcd and conveyed that ftupid produftion, he hs^ 

never 
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never feen it; before, nor been privy to the leaft 
circumftance of the plan. 

Pipes^ now for the firft time, perceived tho 
mifcbief which he had occafionod, and moved 
with the tranfports of his mafter, for whom he 
had a moft inviolable attachment^ frankly de- 
clared he was ready to make oath that Mr. Pickle 
had no hand in the letter which hfe delivered. All 
three were amazed at this confei&on, the mean*, 
ing of which they could not comprehend. Pere- 
grine, after fonac panfe, leaped upon Pipes, and. 
jeizing him by the throat, exclaimed in an extafy 
of rage, ♦* Rafcal I tell me this inftant what be^ 
came of the letter I entrufted to your care.** The 
patient vs^et, half flrangled as he was, fquirted a: 
collection of tobacco juice out of one corner of 
his mouth, and with great deliberation repliedi^ 
*• Why burnt it> you wo^dn't have mc give 
the young wonafi a thing that (hook all in the 
wind in tatters, would you ?** The ladies inter-*, 
pofed in behalf of the diftrefled fquire, froin^ 
whom, by dint of queftions which he hadneithei; 
sirt nor inclination to evade, ^y extorted an ex- 
planation of the whole aflTair. 

Such ridiculous fimplicity and innocence of in** 
tention appeared in ^ compofition gf his expe** 
dient, that even the remembrance of all the cha- 
grin which it had produced, could not roufe their 
indignation, or enable them to refift a third erup- 
tion of laughter which they fortliwith under-^ 
went. 

Pipes was difmifled with many menacing in-» 
junftions, to beware of fuch condu6l for the fu- 
ture ; Emilia ftood with a confuflon of joy and 
tendernefs in her countenance ; Peregrine's eyes 
kindled into rapture, and when Mifs Sophy pro- 
nounced: 
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nounced the fentence of reconciliation, advanced 
to his miftrefs, faying, '* Truth is mighty, and 
will prevail ;" then clafping her in his arms, very 
impudently raviOied a kifs, which fhe had not 
power to refufe; Nay, fuch "was the impulfe of 
his joy, that he took the fame freedom with the 
lips of Sophy, calling her his kind mediatrix and 
guardian angel, and behaved with fuch extrava- 
gance of tranfport, as plainly evinced the fervour 
and fmcerity of his love. 

I Ihall not pretend to repeat the tender protefl- 
ations that were uttered on one fide, or defcribc 
the bewitching glances of approbation* with which 
they were received on the other ; fuffice it to 
fay, that the endearing intimacy of their former 
connexion was inftantly renewed, and Sophyt 
who congratulated them upon the happy terinioa* 
tion of meir quarrel, favoured with their mutual 
confidence. In confequeAce of this hapj^ paci- 
fication, they deliberated upon the means of fee* 
ihg each other often ; and as he could not widi- 
cut fomc previous intrpdu(ftion vifit her apctkf 
Atthehoufe of her relation, they agreed to me^ 
4g[very afternoon in the park till the next aflemUyf 
at which he would folkit her as a partner, and 
file be unengaged, in expeftation of his requeft* 
By this connexion he would be intitled to viSt 
her next day, and thus an avowed correfpondetiiipe 
tvould of courfe commence. This plan was a£iii- 
AHy put in execution, and attended with a cir- 
cumftance which had well nigh produced fome 
mifchievous confequence, had not Peregrine's 
good fortune been fuperior to his difcretion. 
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C HA P. XXIV. 

Heatchicves an adventure at the ajfembly^ and quar^ 

reh with his- governor, 

AT the afTembly, were no few^r than three 
gentlemen of fortune, who rivalled our 
lover m his paflion for Emilia, and who had fe- 
verally begged the honour of dancing with her 
upon that occafion. She had excufed herfelf to 
each^ on pretence of a flight indifpofition that (he 
forefaw would detain her from the ball, and de- 
fired they would provide themfelves with other 
partners. Obliged to admit her excufe, they ac- 
^xjrdingly followed her advice ; and after they 
had engaged themfelves beyond the power of rc-^ 
tracing, had the mortification to fee her there un* 
claimed. 

They in thei;r turn made up to her> and cx- 
prefled their furprize and concern at finding her 
in the affembly unprovided, after (he had declined 
their invitation ; but (he told them that her cold 
had forfaken her fince (he had the pleafure of fee- 
ing them, and that (he would rely upon accident 
for a partner. Jud as (he pronounced the(e 
words to the laft of the three, Peregrine advanced 
as an utter ftranger, bowed with great refpeft^ 
told her he underftood (he was unengaged, and 
would think himfelf highly honoured in being ac- 
cepted as her partner for the night ; and he had 
the good fortune to fucceed in his application. 

As they were by far the handfomeft and beft 
accomp]i(hed couple in the room, they could not 
fail of attraSing the notice and admiration of 
the f]pe£tators» which inflamed the jealoufy of his 

thrift 
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fhree competitors, who immediately entered into 
a confpiracy againft this gaudy ftranger, whom, 
as their rival, they refolved to affront in pubKt\ 
Purfuant to the plan which they projefked for th^. _ 
purpofe, the firft country dance was no fooner C 
eoncluded than one of them with his partner F 
took place of Peregrine and his miilrefs, contrary f 
to the regulation or the balL Our k>vec imput- V 
ing his behaviour to inadver^ngy, informed the ^ 
gentleman of his miftake, amd civilly defired he -. 
would reftify his error. *rhe olher told him in 
an imperious tone, that he wanted none of hi& 
advice, and bad him mind hia own afiairs. Pere^ 
grine anfwered with fome warmth, and infifted, 
upon his right ; a difpute commence, high words, 
enlued, in the courCs of which, our impetuous, 
youth hearing himfelf reviled with the appella- 
tion of fcoundrel, polled off his antagonift's peri- 
wig, and flung it in his face,. The ladies imme- 
diately fljriek'o, the gentlemen interpofed, Emi-* ' 
4&a was feized with a fit of trembling, and con*, 
dufted to her feat- by her youthful z^inirer, who. 
begged pardon For having difcompofed hex, and 
vij^icated what^he tetf dpne, by repr^fen,ting the- 
Ijeceffity he vy^as luider to refent the provocation^ 
he had received. 

Though fhe could not h(:Ip owning the juftice 
of his plea, fbe was not the lefs concerned at the 
dangerous ptuation ia which he had involved: 
himielf, and in the utmoft conifternation and 
anxiety, infilled upon going dire£lly home: he. 
could not refift her importunities, and her coufin> 
being determined to accompany her, he efcorted 
them to their lodgings, where he wiihed them 
^od night, after having, in order to quiet their 
^pr:ebe|ifion$, protqlled that if hisi opponent wasj 

fetisj^ed* 
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falisfied, he fhould never take any ftep toward^l 
the profecution of the quarrel. Mean while the 
aflembly-room became a fcene of tumult and up* 
roar ; the perfon who conceived himfelf injured-, 
feeing Peregrine retire, ftruggled With his com- 
panions, in order \o purfue and take fatisfa6liort 
of our hero, whonl he foaded with terms of 
abufe, and challenged to fingle cohibat. 

The diteftor of the bail held a confultatiort 
with all the fubfcribers wh(5 wete pfef^nl, and it 
was determined by a majority of votes, that the 
two gentlemen who had occafioned the diftur^ 
bance, fhould be defired to withdraw* This re* 
folution being ngnified to one of the partifes therl 
prefent, he made fome difficulty of complying, 
but was perfuaded to fubmit by his two cortfede- 
rates, who accompanied 4iim to the ftreet door^ 
where he was met by Peregrine oil his return to 
the affertibfy. 

This choleric gentleman, Who was a country^ 
fquire, no fooner &w his rival, than he began to 
brandifh his cudgel in a menacing pofture, when 
our adventurous youth ftepping back with one 
foot, laid his hand upon the hilt of his fword, 
which he drew half way out of the fcabbard* 
This attitude, and the fight o^ the blade which 
gliftened by moonlight in his face, checked, irt, 
fome fort, the ardour of his affailant, who de- 
fired he would lay afide his toafter, and take a 
bout with him at equal arms. Peregrine, who 
was an expert cudgel-player, accepted the invita- 
tion : then exchanging weapons with Pipes who 
flood behind him^ put himfelf in a pofture of 
defence, and received the attack of his adverfary, 
who ftruck at random without either (kill or oeco- 
nomy. Pitkle coutd have beaten the cudgel out 

of 
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of his hand at the firft blow, but as in that c^fe 
he would have been obliged in honour to give 
immediate quarter, he reiolved to difcipline his 
antagoriift without- endeavouring to difable him, 
untilhe fliould be heartily^atisfied with the ven- 
geance he had taken. With this '.view he re- 
turned the falute, and raifed fu<:h a clatter about 
the fquire's pate, that one who had heard without 
feeing the application, would have miflaken the 
found for that of a falt-box, in'the hand of a dex» 
trous Merry-Andrewj belonging to one of the 
booths at Bartholomew-Fair. Neither was thin 
Salutation confined to his head ; his ftoulders, 
^rms, thighs, ankles and ribs, were vifited with 
amai^ing rapidity, while Tom Pipes founded the 
charge through his fill. Peregrine, tired with 
this exercifey which had almoft bereft his enemy 
of fenfation^ at laft ftruck the decifive blow, ill 
confequence of which, the fquire's weapon flew 
outjjf his grafp, and he allowed our hero to be 
the better man. Satisfied with this acknow- 
ledgment, the viftor walked up ftafrs with fuch 
elevation of fpirlts and infolence of mien, that 
nobody chofe to intimate the refolution which had 
been taken in his abfence : there having amufed 
Kimfelf for fome time in beholding the country, 
dances, he retreated to his lodging, where he in- 
dulged himfelf all night in the contemplation of 
his own fuccefs. 

Next day in the forenoon he went to vifit his 

f)artner, and the gentleman at whofe houfe flie 
ived, having been informed of his family and 
condition, received him with great courtefy, as 
the acquaintance of his coufm Gauntlet, and in* 
vited him to dinner that fame day. 
Emilia was remarkiJjly well pleafedi when flie 

under* 
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vndef flood the ilTue of his adventure, whicbbe- 
gan to make fome noife in town, even though it 
deprived^ her of a wealthy admirer. The i^uire 
having confulted aa attorney dbqut the nature of 
the di^Jttte, in hopes of being' able to profecute 
Peregrine for an affault, found little encourage- 
ment to go to law^ lie therefore refolved to 
pocket the infult and injury he had undergone, 
^fid to difcontinue his addrefles to her who was 
the caufe of both. 

Our lover being told by his miftrefs, that (he 
propofed to ftay a fortnight longer at Windfor, 
he determined to enjoy her company all that time, 
and then to give her a convoy to the houfe of her 
mother, whom he longed to fee. In confequence 
of this plan, ^le every day contrived fome frefh 
party of pleafure for the ladies, to whom he had 
by this time free accefs ; and in tangled himfelf fo 
much in the fnares of love, that he feeihed quite 
enchanted by Emilia's charms, which were now 
indeed alraoft irrefiftible. While he thus heed- 
lefsly roved in the flowery paths of pleafure, his 
governor at Oxford, alarmed at the unufual du- . 
ration of his abfence, went to the young gentle- 
men who had accompanied him in his excurfion. 
Mid very earneftly entreated them to tell him 
what they knew concerning his pupil ; they ac- 
cordingly gavehhn an account of thei rencounter 
that happened between Peregrine and Mifs Emily 
Gauntlet in the Cafile, and 'mentioned circum- 
flances fufHcient to convince him that his charge 
was very dangeroufly engaged. 

Far from having an authority over Peregrine, 
Mr. Jolter durft not even difoblige him ; there- 
fore, inflead of writing to the commodore, hef 
took horfe immediately, and that fame night 

reached 
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irarfied Windfor, where he found his ftray (h^ef 
Very much forjwrifed alt his unexpected ai'riX'^l. 

The governor defirihg to hav« fome feriou'J 
twnvermtion wi^h him, they fliut themfelves up 
in an apartment, when Jolter with great folem- 
nity communicated the caufe of his journey, 
which was no other than his concern for his pu- 
piKs welfare ; ind very gravely undertook to 
pro\x by mathematical (femonftration, that this 
intrigue, if farther purfued. Would Itend to the 
young gentleman^stuitiand difgrace. This An- 
gular propofition raifed the curipftty of Pere- 
grine, who pronlifed to yield all manner of at- 
tention, and deftred him to begin without further 
preamble. 

The governor, encouraged by this appearance 
of candout*, ^xpfeffed his fatisfadion in finding 
iiim fo open to cOnvi6lion, and told him he 
would proceed upon geometrical principles. Thert 
hemming thrice, obferved that no mathematical 
inquiries could be carried on, except upon certain 
idatOy or cdnceffions to truths, that were felf- 
evident ; and therefore he muft crave his affent 
to a few axioms, which he was fure Mr. Pickle 
would fee no reafon to difpute. " In the firft 
place then (faid he) you will grant, I hope, that 
youth and difcretion are with refpe<9: to each 
other as two parallel lines, which though infi- 
nitely produced, remain flill 6qui-diftant, and 
will never coincide : then you muft allow that 
paflion a6ts upon the human mind, in a ratio 
compounded of the acutenefs of ferfle, and con- 
ftitutional heat ; and thirdly^ you will not deny 
that the angle of remorfe is equal to that of pre^ 
cipitation. Thekpa/iulata being admitted (add- 
ed he> taking' pen} ink> and p2^r> and draw^ 
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uxga parallelogram), let youth be reprefcntcd by 
the right Hue <79 ^, and difcretion by another 
right Ime r, dy parallel to the former. Complete 
the parallelogram ^, ky Cy iy and Ifet the point 
of interfedtion, i, reprefent perdition. Let paf* 
fion, represented under the letter r, have a mo- 
tion in the dire<Sion r, a. At Ithe fame time, 
jet another motion be communicated to it, in the 
direction Cy dy it will proceed in the diagonal 
c, iy and defcribe it In the fame time that it 
would have defcribed the fide Cy a^ by the firft 
motion, or the fide, r, dy by the fecond. To utt- 
derfiand the demonftration of this corollary, we 
tnuft premife this obvious principle, that when a 
body is a<3:ed upon by a motion of power parallel 
to a right line given in pofition, this power, or 
motion, has no effeft to qaufe the body to ap- 
proach towards that line, or recede from it, but 
to move in a line parallel to a right fine only ; as 
appears from the fecond law of motion : there- 
fore Cy ^y beVr\g parallel to dy by " 

His pupil having liftened to him thus far, 
could contain himfelf no longer, but interrupted 
the inveftigation with a loud laugh, and told him 
that YnS'pcJiulata^nt him in mind of a certain 
.learned and Ingenious gentleman, who under- 
cook to difprove the exiftence of natural evil, 
and afted no other datHm on which to found his 
denaonftration, but an acknowledgment that every 
thing that is, is right. " You may therefore (faid 
Tie, in a peremptory tone) fpare yourfelf the 
trouble of torturing your invention ; for, after 
all, I am pretty certain that I fliall want capa- 
city to comprehend the difcuflion of your lemma, 
and confequently be obliged to refufe my affent 
to your dedudion/* 

; Vql. I. K -Mr. 



Mr. Jolter was difconceiteS at this dbclirfi' 
lion, and fo iiruch offencfed at Peregrine*s difire- 
Ipeft, that he could not help expreffing his dif* 
pleafure, by telling him flatly, that he was tod | 
Violent and headftrong to be TedaiiHed by reafon I 
and gentle means ; that he (the tutor) muft be I 
obliged, in the difcharge of his duty and con- 
fcience, to inform the commodore of his pupil's 
imprudence ; that if the laws of^ this realm wcrt 
tfFedual, they would take cdgnizance of the gipfy i 
ivho had led lum aftray ; and diferved, by way 1 
of contraft, that if fiich a prepofterous intrigue i| 
had happened in France, fht would harv^e teed 
tlapt up in a convent two years ago. 

Our lover's eyes kihdlea with indications 
Vhen he heard his miftrefs treatecfvirith ftrch ir- 
reverence; he could fcarce refrain from inflid- 
ing manual chaftifement on the blafphemer^ 
whom he reproached in his wrath as an arrogant 
pedant, without either delicacy or fenfe, and 
cautioned him agaitift ufing any fiich imperti- 
nent freedoms with his affairs for the futiiit;, on 
pain of incurriilg more fevere effedls of his re- 
Tentment. 

Mr. Jolter, 'tvho entertained very high notioftf 
of that Veneration to which he thought faiiufctf 
intitled by his chara£ter and qualifications, hal 
'not bore, without repining, his want of iriflu- 
ience and authority ovdr his |)upll, agslinft v^hcM 
lie cherilhed a particular gfudge, ever 'flncc' the 
^adventure of the painted eye ; arid therdfore,"^ 
this <5ccafion, his pblftic fbrbeatance had been 
overcome by the accumulated motives df 'his 
difguft. Indeed, he would have refignea his 
charge with difdain, had not he been encou- 
raged to perfevere, by the hopes bfa gtybd fiving 



m 



tvhich 



PMIt€GRmE PICKl.fi. i^ 

%tieb iPiunnion had in his gift, or Juvown hoW 
to difpoifi of himfelf for iht pidkot to heldter ad* 
vaatagew 

C H A P. XXV. 

te receives a ktiir from his aunty ireahivifi thi 
commodore^ and difobKges the Umtefiant^ who^ 
nevertbekfsy undertakes his cat^e^' 

MfeAN while ht Quilted the youth in high 
dudgeon^ and that fame evening dif^ 
^patch^d a letter ibr Mrsi. TTttnmOQ^ which was 
'Oidated by thefirA tranfports 6i his paffion, Ad 
t>f courfe replete With fevere ^uiimadveHiotis oil 
ith^ mifcondc^ of l)is pujpiL 

Ia confequKhlcf^ of this complaif itv it was not 
iong before Pdiq^rine received an epiftle from his 
aunt, whci^iA «he commemorated all the cir^ 
t:unii(lances of %he commodore's benevolence to^ 
wards him, wh^ he was helpiefs and fork>ni» 
deferted aha Abandoned by his own palPOfits, up^ 
bnuded him for his mifbdhaviodr, and neglefl of 
his tutor*^ advice, and infilled upon his breaking 
t>ff all intdrcourfe with thatgiil who bad feduceS 
his you^, as he valued the eon^inoaftoe of her 
afie^on and her huiband's regards 

As our 4over's own ideas of ifcno^fity wiettf 
^extremely renAed, he was (hocked at the iiide^ 
iicate insinuations of Mrs. Trunnioni and lEielt 
till the pangs of an ingenuous imind tha(: labouiS 
tinder obligations to a perfon whom it contemns. 
)Far from obeying hef tejundion, or humbling 
hkttfelf by a fubmiflive ahf\Vier to hef jqw i dKi n^ 
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'fiotij his fefentment buoyed him up above cvety 
ielfifli confideration ; he refolved to attach him^ 
felf to Emilia, if pofTible, more than ever ; amd 
although he was tempted to puniQi the officiouf- 
nefs ofjolter, by recriminating upon his life and 
converfation, he generoufly withftood the impulfe 
of his paflion, becaufe he knew that his gover- 
nor had no other dependance than the good opi- 
nion of the commodore. He couW not, how'- 
ever, digeft in filence the fevere expoftulations 
of his aunt ; to which he replied by the follow- 
ing letter, addreffed to her hulband. 

"SIR, 

'Tp HOUGH my temper could never ftpop to 
-*• offer, not, I believe, your difpofition deign 
to receive that grofs incenfe which the illiberai 
only expe£l, and none but the bafe-minded con^- 
defcettd td pay ; my fenrtments have always done 
juftice to your generofity, and my intention 
icrupuloufly adhered to the dilates of my duty* 
Confcious of this integrity of heart, I cannot but 
feverely feel J^iir lady's unkind (I will not call 
it ungenerous) recapitulation of the favours I 
have received ; and as I take it for granted, rfiat 
}x>u knew and approved of her letter, I muft beg 
leave to affure you, that far from being fwayed 
by menace and teproltch, I am determined to 
embrace the moft abjeft extremity of fortune, 
Yslfhei- f!hilh ftibmit to fuch difhonourable com- 
-pulfion; ■ When I am treated in a more delicate 
and refpe<^ful manner, I hope I {hall behave as 
becomes, 

SIR, 
^ * ^^ Your obliged 

«1*VL^ i3f' <; p. Pickle/' 



^ RINE ErcKliE. t^ 

The cenUnodorc,' Mrho did not - u^ilirfisiid 
tiiofe nicfc diftin(ftians of behaviour^ landt dreaded 
the cpnkqvmhQe of .B^ivegrine^s i^noUr, agaioit 
which he was Jlrancdy prepoffeiM, filmed )ex*j 
afperated at the iiuolence and obflinacy of tbi^r 
adopted fon ;,to whofe epiiU^ he wrote the ktr 
lowmg anfwer, which was? tranfmitted- hy thfr 
bands of Hatchway, who.had orders torfoiing the; 
delinquent along with him to the garrilont.* : 

" Heark ye childi 

y O U ne^ not brings yofur §ne fpffches tO; 
-^ bear upon me. You only expend youii^ain- 
munition to no purpofe. Your aunt tpld you» 
nothing but truth ; for it is always fair and Y^-^ 
xieft to be. above board, d'ye fee. t I am informpd 
^jhow yoa are ip chace of a painted ^alley^ 
wl|ich . wiU> d^oy you > upoi> the flats of deftruf:-<^ 
tion, unlefe you keep a better look-out and a^ 
furer reckoning than you have hitherto done ; 
and I have fent Jack Hatchway to fee how tlie 
land lies, and warn you of your danger : if fo be 
as you will put about lhip» and let him ileer yoa 
into this harbour, you (hall meet with a fafe birtb 
and friendly reception ; but if you ref ufp to alter< 
your COUC&, you cannot expedl any furtlier af» 
fiftance from yours, as you behave, 

Hawser Trunnion," , 

Peregrine was equally piqued andj d^fconcerted. 
at the receipt of this letter, whi^h was quite difie- 
rent frpm whs|t he had expelled, and declared in a 
refolute ton^ 19 the lieutenant, ^wfco brought it, 
that he might return as foon ^ hq.pleafed, for he- 
was determined to confult his own inclination^ 
Skad remcuh for fome time longer where he was. 

K 3 Hatch- 



Uil dii m/ entewouied to ptrfiiadfe hte tjr aft 
lli» arMflMttt which kb fitgacif^ ami fnendtiqi 
/ 0|ttld Nipfiljr, t0 fliewaKtde monse^ deibfieiiee foi^ 
W oM iiiaiFiy who was by fUs time rmdered &et-' 
All ^und p^^sviih by ^ gout, which now hindfered 
hte ffom Claying himfelf as ufiial» and who* 
tilight^ in his paffion, take £»ine fiep i^eiy much 
H^ the ^lettimetit of the youn^ gentleman, whom 
he had hiliiatto ^onfidoired as his own fon. Aoicmgf 
other remonftianeeS) Jack obferved that mayhap 
Peregrine had got under Etnilia^s hatches^ and 
did ilot fehoofe to fet her adrift ; and if that wai 
the cafe> he himfelf would take charge of the 
yeflel^ and fee her cargo fafely deKvered ; for he 
lUd a i^cQm^ fer the young wdman ; and Mr 
iieedle f6itlted towards mvtrintony ; and a^ ia* 
all i^fGbibiKty^ (he could ndt be much the worft^ 
for the wtaT) he Would make ftift to ksaik 
through life with her under an eafy fail. • 

Ourlover wasdeaf to,all hisacbiK>nition5, and 
living thanked him for this hift inftance of his 
Complaifance> repeated hiii refolution of adhermg 
«b his firft purpofe. Hatchway having profited 
^ httle by mild exhortations) i^med a mofe 
peremptory afpeS, and plainly toW him hetid- 
fher could nor would go home witfiout him ; fa 
he bad beft make inunecbate preparation for tho 
vc^age. 

Peregrine made n<y o^her feply to tthis deck- 
lotion than by a contemptuous fmiie, andirofe 
from his feat m order to retire ; upon which the 
Heutenant ftarted i^> and pofting himfelf by the 
d6or> protefted wiHl feme menacing gemires^ 
that he would not fofier him to run arheod nei« 
thet* The othc^^ incenfed at his prdfumption^' 
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J^#fW»M tQ^9tw» ton by.6mc, Med ^, 
liMi^oodfsn%v^ml^ til kw i^ ^ 

Mrk, in orjcW to inmil^Q in% i^edipn,. whicif 
|t that tim^ tef^med with di(agif^^U^ thoi|g||ts« 
|Ie hs^ iio^ pcQceeded two humred ileps, wh^ 
|e hfard (bmeth^ig blowing and i^an^ping h^t^n^. 
b^ j, and lookii^^ ^lack perc^iyed the lieuteiian^ 
^ h^ Wis, wkh i»ge an^ indigp^iw in his^ 
C)p{f9«eiiance. Xbiir e^^afocfs^ feaimn^ unpa-^ 
&nt pf the affront bp baa necoivcd, a|id forget* 
4iig all the ci»:umftai)ces of th^ir fpfiner inti- 
fnqs aiJyaiipcd ?[rith gccaf I^M^IQcft (p t^ old 
%i£^ %»?^» *■ ^1^ yP» bfOthisMG* im're 9^ (^^ 
beg^ ^ ifyoti wj» aj fjpa, I iircMil4 teyc yow 
Hl^ilic^ b^c^t^ to tbf Dayit £^ ybiir 4|b|^> 
«5« 5 b«f ai ^ are i^ fcpro, you ap4 I «wft 
cfaick a piA^)^ Wf 9f b?r ; hcj^ is a fefaci^ yoi* 
Iball take whic)) yo^ pJeafe*" 

Peregrine, Upon Tecqlh&ipOy tra) (prry lor 
having heeii laid pnder the nepeflky of difobliging^ 
^opeft JaHy and vfry frankly afte^l bis pardon, 
§f}f whfi^t be bad 4pti^« But ^hi> cpsdefcenfion 
iffns ini^terprietfe^by thf ofh^ who r^fufed any 
ot^ iatisfa^ion but tha^^ \|irbich aq officer Qugb^ 
fp claim ; and> with fome irreverent expreflions^ 
aiked if Perry yy9» a&fiid of bis bacon. Tbe> 
youth, inflamed at this uojuft infinuation, darted 
a i^rocious look at die challenger, Ipld him h« 
had paid hut top much segaprd to bis infirmitiest* 
a^d bid him walk f<H*waird to the parjc^ where 
be wpujd foon convince birn of hi^erK>rf if h& 
thought his concelSton proceeded from fear. 

About this t'un^ they were oyertaki^n by^ 
PipeS) who haying heard tbe lieutemuit's fyil^ 
and C^ Jm p/9ckkt h*8.piftoJsKfu%^ft?d tbpil, 
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there Was a quarrefl in tftte dift, attid' loHif^cd 
himSykh a view df pro tcflin^ftis mafter. ^Tk^ 
grihe feeing him arrive, ana gneffih^ Hii iAttifft^ 
tion, affumed an air of ferenity, and pretfcncnh^ 
that he had left his handkef chief at the inri, or- 
dered his man to go thither and fetch it to httri 
in the park, where he would find them at his 
return. This command wa^ twice ttptnttd Be- 
fore Tom would take any other notice of thS^ 
tneffage, iexcept hy' fhaking his head ; but fteijig 
urged with many threats and curfes to bbedfefti^, 
he gave them to underftand that he knew tfteitf 
irift too well to truft them by themfelves. •* AM 
for you, Hcfutfeniant Hatchway (faid he), I TiaW 
Been your ftip-^ate, and knoi^ f6ii t6 be 'a laf^ 
or, that^s ^^noiigh ;^ahd a^ for mafter,'! itnof#^ 
him ta be as good a itian '^ cfver ftfept betwirf 
fteni and^'fteriii whereby, if you have- any thing- 
to fay to him, I am your man, as the fayiiig is. 
Here^s my ftpling, and I don't value your crackers 
of a rope's end;^ • This oration, the Ibngeffi that^ 
ever Pipes was knotirn to mak^, he condluded' 
•^'Ith a flourifh df his'' cudgel, ' aAd enfbrcfeff' with 
fuch determirt^*'refbifife to-le^ them;' that^h^y 
ftund it impdffible to BriHg'tHe^slufe to ihoftkl 
arbitrement at that time;' and ^tolled about 
the park in profound fiJence ; ddring which, 
Hatchway's ihdigtiatfibn fiibfiding, he all of a 
fudden thrilft out hh hand a^ an advance to re- 
conciliation, ' which' b^t^ cordially ihakeh' by 
Peregrine, a genfef al pacificarion enftied ; ' atid 
was followed by a c'bnfultatiori abbut the means 
of extricating the youth from his prefen^ per- 
plexity. Had his difpofitionbc^n like that of 
Hioft other young nicn, it wduld have been na 
dffi^ult talk tp over^otnc his dilficulties ; buf^ 
' - > fuch 
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ftcb was ti^ obftisacy of his pride^ that he 
fieemed hhnSdf bouad in honour to t^knt the 
letters he IukI. received ; and inAea^ of fub^ 
mitting to the pkafure of the commodpro, exr 
pe£ted an acknowledgment from him^ wjtbouf 
which h& would lillen to no terms of accommo* 
dation, ^ Had I been his own fon (faid be), I 
AK>uld have bore his reproof, and fued for for^ 
givenefs ; but knowing myfelf to be on the iopt*- 
ing of an orphan, who depends- entirely npoirhis^ 
benevojence,. I am jealous of every thing that; can 
be conftrued into difrefpeft, and infill upoUf be- 
ing treated with the moll pundlual regard. I 
fiiall -nov^ make application to my father, whQ 
15. obliged to provide for me by the ties of nature^ 
a$ well as ^& laws of the land ; and if he fh^ 
lefufe to do* me juftice, I can never want .exii^ 
ploynent while men are required for his maf 
jicfty's fervice." . ^■■ 

The lieutenant alarmed at this intimation, be^gj 
ged he would take no new ftep until hf:^ (houH' 
hear from him ;, aijd that very evening fet out: 
for the garrijton, where hp gave Trunniua an aci- 
count of the mifcarri^ge g^ his negociatio% tol4 
hipa how highly Peregrii)^ wa^ .offen4cd at the 
letter, conmiumcated the young gentlemaui'sj^n- 
timents and refolutton y s^iid finally ^^ured him». 
that unlefs he (hould think proper to aik pafflq^ 
for the o&ence he had .commht^d, he woi^i(;l, in, 
^1 appearance i^vex;n)oseJt^el^>ld^e,f^ 

«^f9n' .' *['(:-,' 11-5 .'vjhv l-..;)p:<'r» 
■, The 0I4 cpmroodorQ w^^ut 

at; ,this pip<^,ioif,mtelli^i^ceji.. , _^ ,^^^ 

all the iiumility of obedi^c^^J,^ cpptrii^pn Jjfc^ 

t^ie, young p^n^ i|n4 iipft<^,of H^lH^ir^^ 
aching ^t^ljie,x^ifl|lin^gpai^5^pp9g^^^ 
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tevert fofcirtd hhtrfelf irr^lhe di^r^a^cesieif W^l^ 
Sefttcfefr, <>biiged 'to mate ^femeittehr^ or faffetr 
ill cox4tf]^hdende virith bis fia^arke. Thefe ii^ 
fdentcwKfitions at firft thfcifr Mm into an agdnf 
(bf wmth^ and lie vented ekecraitions ^th fiidi 
rapidity, that Tie left himfelf no time to breathe^ 
and had almoit been ftifFocafed with hi* dhokr. 
He inveighed bitterly againft the ingratitude of 
Pcregfinie, whom he rftentioned with many op^ 
probrious qsithcts, and fwore that he ought to 
be keel-hawled for his preemption ; but when 
}ie began to refleft mof e coolly upon the fpirit o£ 
ihc young gentleman, which had already mani-^ 
fefted irielf on many occafions, and liftened to 
the fuggeftions of Hatchway, whom he had al-^ 
Vfays cdnfidered as an oracle in his way, his re- 
fentment abated, and he determined to take Perry 
Into favour again ^ this placability being not a 
little facilitated by Jack's narrative of our hero's 
intrepid behaviour at the affembTy, as well as in 
Ihe- conteft with him in tht park^ But ftill thii^ 
plaguy amour occurred like a bug-bear to Ws* 
imagination ; for he held it as an inMliUB^mmxim^ 
ihat woman was an eternal fource of mifery to 
ISMtn . Indeed" ^ this apothegm he feHom repeatibi- 
fince his marriage, exdept in the company of* 
4ery few intimates, (b whofe kcrtcy and dif* 
feretipn he could tmff. Finding Jack himfelf af 
k nofrfphis in fte silfeir of Emilia, he to»ttfultfed 
ii*rs. TmnAioit, -'^Ikrwas eqttjaiy-fitrprifed and 
ofiendedy when (be i:inderfto(>d that her lefier dit 
^6f ptdirite ihh defl^ cffiift ^ and after having 
tehpHfted Ai^ ydutfiVbbftmacy tb his «ttcl^« un* 
fe&fenkbfe* mdttlgencc, had recdiiiHc to the advice 
to^flw-pcM^ta,' Wtej^RiH with an eye to4ii* 
fiitzid^!riie(vaii^^ ftnd^riie 

- J c -* young 



^^ng mni^ntaan ^ m[k Imt travels^ in A^ osqiusGs 

^irunmon gbing atuo Us dofer; afttf divers ef 
4optSy^^pr€>4iu:ed 4h0 foliQwing biUet, wiltb vthiQ 

<^ lor t,,4j ye fee ; ijdiou^t it wajs ,tl|e li^elieft 
^way to bring you lip ; but, in tl^tle to.corae, yoti 
jhall have a larger fwipg of cable. When you 
.can ;5pare tune, 1, (hall be glad iT ypu >vill mal^e^ 
j^iftW^^Wift ap0e yW ajptw ao^Kim y?hp is 
^,, ., , . , Ypur;lbving ffodfalh^r , 
i,r ' ' , andhuniRfo fervanty^ 



v-'2^.- ■■ eM'A'*'. -'«XJV», ■ : )■;■!: .<,» 
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nD^etoioi^ fortified ^ b^j3Y^ withp?-A^e ^apJ 

X in£gnation^ did not rail to fi^el the foia^t- 

ong fugaeIUon# ^iQf hk j^i^^ent Utiiatipn : ftfter 

Jbwing^w4{fciQ0g:in m^j^ ippejioys 



t. ' • 



ittsmuier^f Jlteicouid'^ibrekikiAerldboi^ qfdUsi^ 
mkihiygc>ta\^t)ieL' Hkn^ytne fbiigeocfesi^f lifer 
AU- : the ^-gaudy , fchieines of pomplcaitd spletfiifB^ 
whkhhis luxuriant unagmatictoil^foi^^ rbe^ 
gan tadiffotvcy a train;>of melaneholi^idea^tooit: 
poflefli<»i of his ^ugbts, and.thje/^prarpe&^ilf 
lofing Emilia was. not the Je^ipaiNL^fjyM^ioi^ 
tion. Though he endeav(»ire4 ta iupj^efs^.the 
chagriiuthat prcypd upon his h5ai;t, ne^ujd pot 
conceal the diftoiba^ici of ;liiV i^iiSi'ijrphi t% 
penetration of that, amijtblef yocmg Hidy,^ WKo 
lynij)athized with him in her K^art, though ftrc 
coul^ not give her tohgiie the Kbettj^ of ;afkiiig 
the cauf6 oi liis diforder ; for, notwithllknding 
all 'tfi^* sirdbiilr pf his 'id(Jreife^ he ^neVer^cbUM 
obtain froin iiei; the declif^ion of a mutual 
^jmrie; bcfca^Ie^'tKdugh h^'ftad hitherta treated 
Tuif with the litttiotl i-everence of refpeft, he hail 
never once mentioned the final aim of his pafl^cm. 
HoWevef- HonoufalSleJflie* fifppfcifefl tf to'te,*^lhe 
had difcemment Enough toHFdroi^i' that^Vanit)!? 
qjc intereft co-operating with the levity of youths 
'ttiight "^e day dief^ve heiv^^t 4fm*^^i)i9«k^«iil 
Ihe was too proud to give him any hsmdle^ ex^ 
tilting at her jiiip^^j^. .^l^of^hjne was receive 
ed by. her with th^ moft diftinguiflied ciyilij^^ 
and even an intibaty df mer!dffiip,''ai!^Ms f^ 
citafions cotild heyir ^5ctort-frbiii her aih^cJiikJw- 
ledgment of We<;* on tte coi^aryi; being >0f a 
^^fiy^dHpofitidi^ i))i^ibmistipl|8^ck»^ttdki3^ 
other admirers, that his attention thus ."s^ieited;^^ 
, might never abate, and that he might fee (he 
'Rjri '^fl&f-^irefettrc^' in fcafehd OHwiid ifig. in 
his afFe£lioit. ' ' r i ^ .i . /, ■: 

* Thiibeihg*the prudential plan on' which &e 

a£led». it cloinot be Aippofed th4t ib^^ Mrou|i^ coai^ 

'^i r K .-. defcend 
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iefcej^ to i^quifefiotoi tbe . flate of \as thoiightSp 
:f9^en',flie faw him thu&afiedled; butt (b^y ne- 
y€ttbeki$j impofed.that talk .on her coufn^ and 
fKmfidante, whoy as thc^ walked together in the 
park, obferyed thaf he feemed to be out of hu- 
mour. When this is the cafe, fuch a queftioa 
jgfBei^y inqreafes the diieafe ; at leaft it had 
thi^ effe<Sk'uppn Perj^riae, wl>o replied fomewhat 
^pc^\ihlY^ >^ I alTure^ you. Madam, you never 
'iifas^'mpiq miftidwep in youi; obfervations." " I 
-^nfe/oi too. (faid Emilia), for I never faw Mr. 
I^l^e in higher ^irits.'* This ironical encor 
juium completed bis 4:xmfufion ; he afie£ted t&' 
jbitk^biit it was a fmile of anguifli, and in hi3 
.l^^rjbe c^rfedvtb? viva^ty of both. He could 
npt J for, hi^r foul re^^oUe^ himfelf fo as to utter 
9n€^j c^nne£led fentenoe ; .and the fufpicion that 
.^K)if i4h(eiye4 qvery.cifcumilance^pflusbehaviour) 
threw fuch a danap on his fpirits, that he was 
^te.^idvetwhelmed with fhame and refentment, 
when Sophy, calling her eyes towards the gate, 
MAf f* Yojider is your fervant, Mr. Pickle, wit'h 
;»iPChf^^iBan who ieen^s to have a^ wooden leg.r 
.lf^&>P^ ft?M^ted at th^ intellig(^(;e, and imme«* 
i^f^^un^ciTvent fundpy changes^of ,CQmplexior(, 

(kM^^ f^% "^ f<^> : ^ ^ ST^ meafure, de>- 
pended upon the information he would receiye 

•Jn9pi.J^.fri«|id.,,,> ...^ . , .... , ^ ' 

; H^t^dbway adyancii^g to the company^ aftera 
.1^6^^ifc9« (bows ^to,;tb& ladies, tQok th^^ 79^^ 
ci|fi4f»<^d ^wt t^ comn^i9kdQre.'s letter into ^^ 
4i9aK)^ Ti^hich thriQw^hixp intp fuch an agitatipn^ 
i^t-lpe- coiled ^arce ^ranounqe ** X^dies \yifl 
you g^€ me leave ?f" When, in confequencp 
<o£ fl^Uf peripiflion,. he s^ttempted to optn tl^ 
Micil^v j^eij%sb^ 4^ftii. %b in^feft difordec, 



' 
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gan to think there was Ibmething Tery tntefcfr- 
tng in the meffage ; and To much Was me aHedtei 
Avith his concern, that flie was fa»fi to turnitt 
head another way, and wipe tfce tears firom het 
Jovely eyes. ^ 

Mean while Peregririe no foontt' tcad thefei 
fentence than his countenance, which before wal 
overCaft with a deep gloom, began to be^ightel 
up, and every feature, imhenffirig by dcgrefes^ ht 
recovered his ferenirjf; Haying perbfed tfte fet- 
ter, his eyes Ij^arkling with joy and gratitude^ 
he hugged the lieutenant irt his arm^,'and pre* 
fented him to the ladiies as one of hisr beftfriembt 
'lack met with a moft ' gractotas- recef^tfemi' a«rf 
fiiook Emilia by tjife'hantl^ teHing het^,*' wkb Afc 
familiar appellation of ek acpiahAM^i/^hdi^ 
did not careh6w^bon heHv^ m'arfter of^^^ 
Other clean-gbing frigate^ as fterfelf.' *^ ' 

The whole company |)art6ok of* this fevouf^ 
able change that evidently appeared iti- our h(^^ 
;recolle6lion, and enlivened his cpnl^rfeti6h» ^»iii 
luch an uncotntnon flow of '%ighir!iiifeftal!*|Wd 
liumour, as even made ^lifini^reffian offlhi^k^ 
cpimtenance of Pipes ' irimfelf, M^i^* / 
tmiled y?ith Tatisfa^^ioti ' as Ke • ^v^p^aflkeA"^^ 
'ftem. '-' ' ' ' h^^^v 

The evening being jretty far- adVancWly^ttey 
^^irefted their course ;hoai«.vir5¥a; dshAym^t^ 
Vilet attendej^^atc^ap^ to - thef 'hto, ipttr^l*ife 
efcort^d ' the ' ladies td^^tlir loflgit^sy 'Wii^*!? 
;owned^he juftnefi of BotihfTfgma^i'^^ii. 0^ 
Jhe^^^ out oPhuitf6tir,;ajM ^t^d Hiem^^e^hia 
1been extremely thagrined at 'a diffifreirfce.wlik<i 
W happeitied fetwcfcn'hira' Stttf^WaTliiiW^tef m 
;ff)ipm (by tht lettdf vHiidi k^lifVtiiP^ 

leccive) 
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iQftivel be now fotmdi himlblF happily tccos^ 

Having received their congratulations, and de* 
dined flayii^ to bip with fhcm, on account of 
^e longing defire he had to converfe with hk* 
friend Jadi, he took his leaive, and repaired tor 
the inn, where Hatchway infomed Jhim of every^ 
^ng that had h^qppeued in the garrifon upon hi^ 
Teprefentations. Far from being difguikd, he was^ 
ferfe^ly well pfeafed with the proiped of £oing 
•abroad, which &tteped his vanity and ambition, 
gratified his thirft after knowled^, apd iadulged 
<hat turn for obfervation, for which he bad been 
remarkable from his mof! tender years. Neither 
did he believe a fiiort abfence would tend to the* 
fitijudice of his love, but, on the contrary, inr 
^Qfice the value of his iieart, becauie he flioul^ 
tetum better accompliihed,. and coniequentiy a 
more welcome offering to his miftrefs. Elevated 
firith thrfe fentiments, his heart dilated with joy,. 
4l3d €he (loices of his natural benevolence being, 
Opened by this happy turn of his affairs, he feat 
)hs comphmems to mr. Joker, to whom he had 
•ot fpoken during a whole week, and defired he 
«lro»ld favour Mr. Hatchway and him with hisi' 
company at fiipperi 

The governor was not weiric enough to decline 
^his invitation V in confequQiice of Wliich he forth^ 
with appeiured, and was cordially welcomed by 
^ rek^ng pupiT, who expreflcd his ibrrow for 
the inifenderftandir^ which had prevailed bcr^ 
tVFe^ theiri, cand afiurediiixAthat for the futurer 
he would avoid giving him any j/ak canfe cfi 
^omj^kint. Jolter, who did not waftt afFedionSy 
4Was -melted 'by this acknowledgmeiit, which fae 

WttM 9f»^im^exfa&fidi 4aidcasBietty<pro^fte4 

;* thac 
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-cfaat his chief fiudy haii always bees, and.eyer 
fliould be, to promote Mr. Pickle's intereft and 
happinefs. 

The beft part of the night being fpent in the 
circulation of a chearful glafs, the company broke 
up ; and next morning Peregrine went out with 
a vv&w of making his miftrefs acquainted with 
his unqle's intention of fending him out of the 
kingdom for his improvement, and of fayingevcry 
thing which he thought neceffary for the inter^ 
of his love. .. He found her at breakfaft with 
her coufm ; and as he was very full of the fubie<3: 
of his vifit, had fcarce fixed himfelf in his feat> 
when he brought it upon" the carpet, by afking 
with a fmile, if the ladies had any commands fqr 
Paris ? £milia at this queftion began to ilare^ 
>And her confidante defired to know who wa$ 
-'going thither ? He no fooner gave them Jto \JJ^ 
-deriland, that he himfelf intended in a (hort 
time to vifit that capital, than his miflreis with 
great precipitation wifhed him a good jovirney^ 
and affeded to talk with indifference about th« 
^pleafiires he would enjoy iri France : but. whea 
he feriouily. afluied Sophy, who aiked if he wa# 
rzn eameflf that his uncle adually infilled; up<»i 
his making a fliort tour, the tears gufhed.in pOPT 
'Emilia's eyes, and; (he was at great pains to 
conceal her concern, by obferyii^g that the t^fi 
'Was fo {balding hot, as to make ber eyes >vateir« 
This pretext .was too thin to impoie upOfi. ber 
•lover,' or cvea deceive /the obfeiryation ji^ hff 
iriend Sophyi who,iafte/ breakfafi, (pok: <m jcqpr 
■portunity<j£quitting-theiHPOm- . .- ;• 

, Thus left by: themfelves. Peregrine* imparted 
•to her what he had leairnt of the^ commodore'^ 
inteniioQ, without^ hpwf^Afer^ ^ mejMioni^ ^^Jyk 
Kr. - * . lablc 
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la&le of his being offended at their corrqfpond- 
^ ence ; and aecompabied -his ifaforltiation with 
\ fuch fervent vows of eternal conftancy and fo- 
lejnn promifes of a fpeedy return, that Emily *j 
[ heart, which had been invaded by a fufpicion, 
■ that this fcheme of travelling was the efFeft of 
l«r lover's inconftancy, began to be more at 
\ eafe ; and flie could not help fignifyifig her ap- 
' probation ofhisdefign. 

'This' affair* being amicablj^ compromifeid, he 
I afked how foori ftie propofea' to fct oiit for her 
mother's ^fibufe; and ui^d^i-ftachdihg that her de- ^ 
parturc' was fixrf for next day b«t onei and 
6M' heij coifiri S6phy intended^ tb accompany^ 
fer^irfhctfathtPs chariot; he* repeated his in-' 
terttibn of attending her. • hi the mean time he '■ 
difittiffirf'his governor and the lieutc?hant to the 
garrifi^h^ with hiis cdrtpliments to his aunt and 
the commodore, and a faithful promife of his 
bem|; wItHfhem in fix days at fartheft. 

T^efe previous meafures being taken, he, at- 
tended' 'by "'Kpe^, fet* out with the ladies ; and- 
tli^ had Jilfd a ebrtvoy for twelve miles from 
Sc^hyTl ftth^i who, at partings recommended 
thftn- piotifly to • the care of Peregrine, with 
wfcoto, by* this time, he was perfeAly well ac- 
quainted. 



CHAP. 



alO fJk ADVE!fTUIt]?5 4f 



€ H A P. XXVIL 



P 



Xiff nuft wUi a dria4ful almfi ^n, the ro^({y m^ 
rive at th^t j^ney^s en^^ Pe|;:c^rme if inir^ 
4m^ to Eoiiiy'i br^hfft^ \ theft twa young gm^U^ 
nuM mfun^itjand Mib other. PickJIe d^aftsjeir 

. .the garrifon^ 

AS they travelled at an eafy ra$e, they had 
perfonned iqo^^ng more tbaii one half of 
their journejfi^ when ^y were benmlitfid near ait 
ifn, at whiofe they ^kJv^ p )p^ f tic? ?p-! 

tbef with gi^ ajiis^ a^e^ij^yiaftift^ a^d it ym 
mt till ^ftMT J)p l)f^ IfNqen ^aimi?fl>y ^ f^w^pt 
t^ la4i^ tl^bf:PW4u^ ih^m tq ^f fip^- 
Buent i wnwrf Wff^is^ ♦&«» Mod ifij^t, he onetjifcii 
t9 his pwD) and wient to ten* 

The houii^ W4S crowded m%l\ co\m/try peo^ 
^^ho had been at a neighbouring fair, and now 
rfgaled them|elye« with alis and tobacco ,m the 
yj^4 J k (that ^^if^ ^mf^4f^¥my W)mk (8* W 
tyi^ W4» bi4i}eii4i5 ll^ng i}^^ ovf^^^^l^s^Qc^]^ 
t^i^ 4ebai^Ji» '^fe^ feggWpd k|to thi^ fp|pe<af %&? . 
kgijnQls,,ai^l^f§a|^d qaodlf Ah##i^ to ^«lft 
of the wooden piiiars that fupported the ga^e^. 
The flame in a little time laid hold on the wood^ 
which was as dry as tinder, and the whale gallery 
was on fire, when Pieregrine fuddenly waked, and 
found himfeif almoft fuffocated. He Iprung iq^ 
in an inftant, flipped on his breeches, and throw- 
ing open the door of his chamber, faw the whole 
entry in a blaze. 

Heavens ! what were the emotions of his fod, 
wilPl^ ht tieheld the volumes of flame and fmoke 

rolling. 
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iitg tQfwards the loom where hit dear EoiHia 
I Regardleft of his own dttgev* he darted 
ifetf through the thkkeft of die gloomy wfaoi 
ftckmg hara, and calling at the feme time to 
ladies, with the moft anxious intreaty to bo 
fitted ; the door was opened by Emilia' in her 
t, who afked, with the utmoA trepidation^ 
at was the matter? He made no r^ly» but 
tching her up in his arm^ like aiother i&ieas, 
« her througn the flames to a place of fafety ; 
ere lesving her before (he could reooUedl herw 
;, or pronounce <me word, but ^ Alas ! my 
rfin Si^hvl'^ he flew back to the refcue of 
It young laJy^, m^ found her 9l|«Mdy Miverad 
9iip0ti who hawiog beenaiarnied byiiie ftneil 
fife, had got i:q>9 ruflied inmiediateiy to ilie 
VBoh&i where be knewtiieff oompaakms lodged^, 
1 f Emily being ftved by her lenwr) brou^t 
Mi6 Sc^phy with the lofs of his own fliock* 
id of h^r, which was finged ^ in his re^ 
at* 

By this time the whole inn was alarmed ^ ' 
ny lodger, as well as fervant, exerted himfelf^ 
order to* ftop the progrefs 'of this calamity ; 
i there being a wdll-replenifhed horfe-pond in 
t yard, in ieis than an tumr the fire was totally 
tinguiflied, without having done any other da- 
ige thim that of confuming about two yards of 
t wooden gallery. 

All this tune our young gentleman clofcly at- 
ided his fair charge, each of whom had fwoon- 
with apprehenfion ; but as their eonftitutiom? 
*re good, and their fpifits not eafily diflipated^ 
icn upon reflexion they found themfelves and 
sir company fafe, and that the flames wer^ 
ppily quenched, the tumuk of their fears iub- 

(idec^ 
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fided, they put on their cloaths, recovered thdrj 
good humour, and began to rally each otfaesrm 
Sie trim in which they had been dfecurecL 8ofi|^| 
obferved, that now Mr. Pickle had an indifputahlr 
claim to her coulin's afiPeflion ; and therefoseiB 
ought to lay afide all afFe<%ed referve for the |l* 
ture, and nankly avow the fentiments of itf 
heart. . Emily retorted the argunient, pi^lsf 
her in mind, that by the fame claim Mr. Pnei 
was intltled to the like return from her. . mm 
Iriend admitted the force of the conclu(ion» j|Hl* 
vided (he eould iK)t find means of fatisfying to 
deliverer in another fliape ; and turnina tQ.^ 
Valet, who happened to be prefent^ a£ed if kil 
heart was not otherwife engaged^ Toniy;illi9 
did not conceive the meaning of the (pieilUi% 
ftood filent ac^rding to cuflom ; and the*^fipr« 
eogat ion being rqieated, anfwered with a«.«i4 
*5 Heart-whole as a bifcuitj FU afTure you, :\M& 
ftrefs.** What I (faid Emilia) have you neicr 
been in love, Thomas?** " Yesj forfooth .(i«^ 
plied the valet without hefitation) fometimes ifi 
i^^oming." Peregrine ^could not help laugHnigi 
^id his miftrefs looked a litt)e<difconcerte4r¥ 
tliis blunt re]!>2Lrtee ; while Sophy fli|n>ing a pittfe 
into his hand, told him there was A>methiag 
purchafe a periwig. Tom having qonfukfdJ^ 
ipafter's eyes, refuTed the prefent, faying, *♦ th 
thank ye as much as if I did.** And thoug^.fte 
infifled upon his putting it in bis, pocket, "ti, a 
fmall teftimony of her gratitude, he could j|dt 
be prevailed upon to avail himfelf of her geiM* 
r.pftty ; but following her to the other iend of ik 
jToom, tbruft it into her fleeve without ceremoiiy> 
^xclaiming, ^^ FU be damned to hell if I do.*' 
Peregrine having d^ecked him i^x his boGmfli 

beha- 
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^lefaaviour, fent hfaii out of the room, and begged 
that Mifs Sophy would not endeavour to debauch 
tiie morals of his fervant» who, rough and un^ 
cultivated as he was, had fenfe enough to per- 
ceive that he had no pretenfion to any fuch ac- 
knowledgnient. But fhe argued with great ve* 
hemence, that (he ihould never be able to make 
an acknowledgment adequate to the fervice he 
had done her, and that fhe (hould never be per- 
k&ly cafy in her own mind, until flie found 
feme opportunity of manifefting the fenfe (he had 
of the obligation : " I do not pretend (faid fhe) 
lo reward Mr. Pipes ; but I (hall be abfolutely 
unhappy, unlefs I am allowed to give him fomc 
token of my regard/' 

Peregrine, thus carneftly folicited, deflSred that 
fince fhe was bent upon difplayiflg her generolity, 
flie would not beftoW upon him any pecimiary 
gratification) but honour him with fome trinket, 
as a mark of confideration ; becaufe he himfelf 
had fuch a particular value for the fellow, on ac- 
tount of his attachment and fidelity, tliat he 
fhould beforry to fee him treated on the footing 
of a common mercenary domeflicka 

There was not one jewel in the pofTeflion of 
this grateful young lady, that fhe would not hav6 

tladly given as a recompence, of badge of di* 
indion to hfer refcuer ; but his mafler pitched 
tipon a feal ring of no greM' value that hung at 
her watch, and Pij>es being cSilled in^ had per* 
miffion to accept that teflimony of Mifs Sophy's 
favour. Tom received it accordingly with fun* 
dry fcrapes,and having kiffed it with great devo- 
tion, put it on his little finger, and ftrutted ofF» 
extiemely proud of his acquiution. 

Einilia) 
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£miliai with a xnoft enclialiling fweethbfs df^| 
tfpedy tdd^ her lover^ that he had inilm<%ed heif \ 
iiow to behave towards him ; and taking a dia* 
humd ring from her fitiger, delired he w<ml<l 
wear it for her lake. He received the pledge as 
i^ecame him, aid j^refented Mother in exchange, 
which ihe at firft refufed^ alleging that it would 
tkftroy the intent of her ackrtowledgment ; but 
Peregrine afTured her, he had accepibed her jewel) 
^t as a j^roof of her gratiltide, but as die marie , 
t>f her love ; and that if (he refufed a mutual 
Ifcoken, he (hoi]dd look upon himfelf as the objeS 
X)f her difdain. Her eyes kindled, %nd her cheeks 
glowed with refentlbent at this impudent intimaa- \ 
tion, which (he coitfidered as an uhfeafohable iii^ 
futt ; aild the yotii^g genlfeman percdving hust \ 
emotion, flood corrected for his temerity, vA J 
aiked pardon for the liberty of his remonftranoe^ \ 
which he hoped flie ^Vould afcribe to the preva^ ^ 
ience of that priiicijple alohe, which he had al- 
ways taken piride in avowing. j 

Sophy feeirtg hinA difcoAcerted, interpoied lA ! 
W behalf, and chid her coufm for having ^fot*- 
tifed fuch unneceflary afiediation ; upon which 
l£milia, foftened into compliance, held.ou^ her 
finger as a fignal of her cohdefcenfion. Pere* 
grille put. 4)n the ring with gr^t eagemefs^ 
mumbled her foft white hand ih an extafy which 
would not allow him to confine his etnbraces to 
that Umb, but urged him to feize her by ^ 
waift, aiid fiialch a delicious kifs from her )icNe^ 
pouting lips ; nor would he teaVe her a butt td 
the ricucule of Sophy, 6m whofe mouth he in- 
ftantly committed a rape of the faine nature ; fd 
that the two friends, countenanced by each 
other, reprehended him with fuch gentlenefs of 

rebuke> 
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f^kty tfial be Wals almoft teUipted to repeat the 

The morning being now lighted up, and thtf 
fervants of the inn on footi he "ordered fome cho^ 
colate for breaki^ft, and at the define of the It^ 
tlies, fent Pipes to fee the horfes fed, and the cha« 
Hot prepared^ while he went to the bar and dtf* 
tharged the bill* 

Thefe ineafures beihg takeift, they fct out 
sJ)out five o'clock, and having refreflied them« 
felves stiid their cattle at another inn on the road| 
proceeded in the afternoon. Without meeting 
With any other accident, they fefely arrived at the 
^lace of their deftihation, where Mrs. Gauntlet 
txprefled her joy at feeing her old Friend Mr. 
fickle, whom, however, fife kihdly reproached 
ior the long diicontimiance of his regard. With-* 
Ynit explaining the caufe of that interruption, lie 
protefied that hfs love and eileem had nevef" 
been difcontitlued, and that for the future he 
Ihould omit no occafion of teftifyihg how mucll 
he had her frieiidlhip at heart. She then made 
lim acquainted with her fon, who at that tiirils 
was in the houfe, being excufed from his diit)' by 
furlow. 

This young man, whofe name was Godfreys 
was about the age of tweiit)'^ of a middling fize^ 
Vigorous make, rfemarkably well (haped, and the 
fears of the fmall-pox, of which he bore a good 
"humber, added a peculiar maiilitiefs to die air ot 
liis countenance. His capacity was good, and 
his difpofitioh naturally frank and ealy ; but he 
had been a foldier from" his infancy, and his edu- 
tation was ahogether in the military ftyle. Fte 
looked upon tsdle ahd letters as meer pedantry^ 
)?etteath the confideration of a gentleman ; and 
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cveiry civil ftatign of life as mean, when com- 
pared with the profeffion of arms. He h^ 
jnade great progrefs in the gymnaftic fciences of 
dancing, fencing! and riding, played perfedly 
well on the German flute, and above all things 
. vsdued himfelf upon a fcrupulous obfervancc of 
all the points of honour. 

Had Peregrine and he confidercd themfelves 
4upoi]^equal footing, in all probabiHty they would 
have^ imniediately entered into a league of inti- 
macy and friendfliip ; but this fufficient foldier ^ 
looked upon his fifter's admirer as a young ftur 
dent raw from the univerfity, and utterly igno- 
rant of mankind; wliile fquii^ Pickle behejji 
Godfrey .in tlie light of a npedy volunt^, ^ 
greatly inferior to himfelf in fortune, as well;« ^ 
every other accompliftiment. This inutual n^fl- ^ 
underftanding could not fail of producing ^ijjj- - 
mofities. The very next day after Peregrine's ^1 
arrival, fome (harp repartees pafTed between them* r 
in prefence of the ladies, before whom each en- ^ 
deavoured to affert his own fuperiority. In thefe I* 
contefts our hero never failed of obtaining.^ 
viftoly, becaufejbis genius was more acut^^and 
his talents better cultivated than thofe of hi^ an- 
taeonift, who therefore took umbrage at his fuc- 
cefe, became jealpus of his reputation,- and b^- 
gan to treat him with marks of fcorn and dif- 
refpeijl. 

His filler faw,:and dreading the confequencc 
of his ferocity, not only took him to tafk in 
private for his impolite behaviour, but alfo in- { 
.treated her lover to make allowances for the ' 
roughnefs of her brother's education. He kindly 
alTured her, that whatever pains it might coft him '\ 
to vanquifli his own impejtuous temper^ he woulfl 

for 
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>r her fake endure all thq mortifications to 
irhich her brother's arrogance might expofe him ; 
nd after haying flayed with her two days, and 
mjoyed feveral private interviews, during which 
le a£led the part of a moft pafTionate lover, he 
:00k his leave of Mrs. Gauntlet over-night, and 
:old the young ladies he would call early next 
aaorning to bid them farewel. He did not ne- 
'led this piece of duty, and found the two friends 
and breakfaft already prepared in the parlour* 
All three being extremely affected with the 
thoughts of partmg, a moft "pathetic filence for 
Fome time prevailed, till Peregrine put an end to 
it by lamenting his fate, in bemg obliged to exile 
himfelf fo l^ng from the dear objedi of his moft 
interefiing wifii. He begged with the moft ear- 
neft fupphcations, th^t (he would now, in con* 
fideration of the cruel abfence he muft fufier^ 
give him the confolation which (he had hitherto 
refufed, namely, that of knowing he pofleifed a 
place witliin her heart. The confidante feconded 
his requeft, reprefenting that it was now no 
time to difguife her fentiments, when her lover 
was about to leave the kingdom,^ and might be in 
danger of contracting other connexions, unlefs 
he was confirmed in his conftancy, by knowing 
how far he could depend upon her love ; and in 
jhort, Ihe was plied with fuch irrefiftible impor* 
tunities, that flie anfwered in the utmofi confu* 
Son, ** Though I have avoided literal acknow- 
ledgments, methinks the circumftances of my 
behaviour might have convinced Mr. Pickle, 
that I do not regard him as a common acquaint- 
ance." ♦* My charming Emily ! (cried the im- 
patient lover, , throwing himfelf at her feet) why 
will you de^il out my ha{^inef$ in fuch fcanty* 
Vol. I. L . por^ 
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portions ? Why will you thus mince the dech- 
ration which would overwhelm me with plea- 
fure, and chear my lonely refledion, while I figh 
amid the folitudck of feparation ?'* His fair mif- i 
tref3, melted by this image, replied, with the 
tears guftiing from her eyes, " I'm afraid I fliall 
feel that reparation more feverely'than you ima^ 

fine.'* Tranfported at this flattering confeffion, 
e prefled her to his breaft, and while her head 
reclined upcm his neck, mingled his tears widi 
her's in great abundance, breathing the raoft ten- 
der vows of eternal fidelit)-. The gentle heart of 
Sophy could not bear this- fcene unmoved ; flic 
wept with fympathy, and encouraged the lovers 
to refign themfelves to the will of fate, and fup- 
port their fpirits with the hppe of meeting again 
on happier terms. Finally, after mutual pro- 
mifes, exhortations, and endearments. Peregrine 
took his leave, his heart beifig fo full that he could 
fcarce pronounce the word Adieu ! and mount-* 
ing his horfe at the door, fet out with Pipes for 
the garrifon. - 

C HA p. XXVIII. 
Peregrine is overtaken by Mr, Gauntlet, with 

whom.he fights a duel ^ and contraHs an intimate 

friendjhip. He arrives at the garrifon^ and finds 
• bis mother as imp ^acahle as ever. He is injulted 

by his brother Gam, whbfe preceptor he difciplines 

with a horfe-whip. 

IN order to e;^pel the melancholy images that 
tookpoffeflion of his &ncy, at parting from 
his mifirefs, he called in the flattering ideas of 
thofe pleafures he expeded to enjoy in France ; 
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siQil before he had rode ten miles, his inuigina- 
i^ion was efFe<£lually amufed* 

While he thus profecuted his travels by antici- 
pation, and indulged himfelf in all the mfolence 
of hope, at the turning of a lane he was all of a 
fudden overtaken by Emilia's brother on horfe- 
back, who told him he was riding the fame wa)', 
a^d (hould be glad of his company. 

This young gentleman, whether prompted by 
perfonal pique, or aiSluated with zeal for the ho- 
nour of his family^ had followed our hero, with 
a view of obliging him to explain the .nature of 
his attachment to his fifter. Peregrine returned 
his compliment wi^ fuch difdainful civility, as 
^ve him room to believe that he fufpefied his 
errand ; and therefore, without further pre- 
amble, he declared hi^ bufinefs in thefe words ; 
" Mr. Pickle, you have carried on a correfpond- 
ence with my filler for fome time, and I ihould 
be glad to know the nature of it." To this 
quellign our lover replied, ** Sir, I fliould be 

frlad to know what title you have to demand that 
atisfiiftion?** " Sir, (anfwered the other) I 
demand it in the capacity of a brother, jealous 
of his own honour, as well as of his fifter's re- 
putation, and if )'our intentions are honourable, 
y^ will not refufe it.'* " Sir, (faid Peregrine) 
I am not at prefent difpofed to appeal to your 
opinior^ for the reilitude of my intentions ; and 
I thirllc you aflfume a little too nuich importance, 
in pretending to judge my condu6l." " Sir, 
(replied the foldier) I pretend to judge the con- 
duit of every man who interferes with my con- 
cerns, and even to chaftife him, if I think he 
afts amifs**' ** Chaftife ! (cried the youth with 
indignation in his looks) fure you dare not ap- 

i-a ply 
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ply that tenn to fne ?*' *' Y«u are miflakoi ffiiid 
<}odfrey) I dare da any thing that becomes the 
iDharader of a gentlemaa.*' ^ <Gentleman, G6(i 
wot ! (replied (he odier, looking contemptuottfly 
at his equipage, which was cone of the moft 
Superb) a verv pMity Mndeman, truly ?" The 
foldier's wratn was in&uned by this ironical re- 
petition, the conten^ of which his confcious • § 
poverty made him feel 4 and he caHed his anta- | 
;goniil'' prefumptuous boy, infolent upftart, with ^ 
^ler epithets,, which Perry retorted with great k 
bitternefe. A fonaal challenge having paffed |^ 
l)etween them, they alighted at the firft mn, and » 
walked into the next field, in order to decide 
their quarrel by the fword. Having pitched 
upon the fpot, he^)ed to pull off each other's 
boots, and laid aiide their coats and w«iftcoatsv 1 
Mr. Gauntlet told his opponent, that he bimfelf ' j 
was looked upon in the army as an exp^* 1 
fwordfman, and that if Mr. Pickle, had not made ] 
that fcience his particular ftudy, they ibould be , 
upon a more equal footing in idlngpiftols. Pe» 
regrine was too much inccnfed to tnank Wm for 
his plain dealing, and too confident of his own < 
fkill to relifti the other's propofal, which he ac- 
cordingly rejefted : tjien drawing his fword, he * 
obferved, that were he to treat Mr. Gauntlet a<<- 
cording to his deferts he would order lus man to 
punifli his audacity with an horfe-wWp. Ex- 
rfperated at this expreflion, which heconTideivd 
as an indelible affront^ he made no reply, bitt 
attacked his adverfary with equal f^x>ci^ and 
addrefs. The youth parried his firil and fecbnd 
thrtift, but received the third in the out fide of 
liis fword arm. Though the wound was fuper- 
£cial, he was tranfported with rage at (ight of 

^ ^ his" 
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feir own 'blood, and returned the aflault witli 
fuch fury and precipitation, that Gauntlet loth- 
to take advantage of his unguarded heat, ftood 
upon the defenfrve. In the fecond longe, Pe-^ 
Fegrine's weapon entering a kind of net work in* 
the fliell of Godfrey's fword, the blade fnapped 
in two, and left him at the mercy of the fol- 
fier, who, far from making an infolent ufe of 
the vi6tory he had gained, put up his Toledo 
with great deliberation, like a man who had * 
been ufed to that kind of rencounters, obfetved 
Aat fuch a blade as Peregrine's was not ta be 
fruft^d with a man's lire : then advifmg the 
oWrter to treat a gentleman in diftrefs with more 
uefeea fof the future, ht (lipped dn his boots, 
and with fbllen dignity of demeanor fialked back 
'to the inn. 

Though Pickle was extremely itiortified at his 
" mifcarriage in this adventure, he was alfo ftrudk 
with the behaviour of his antagonift, which af- 
fefted him the more, as he underftood that God- 
frey's ^^^^ had proceected from the jealous fen- 
fibility of a gentleman declined into the vale of 
misfortune. Gauntlet's valour and moderation 
induced him to put a favourable conftruftion on 
all thofe circumftances of that young foldier's 
condut^, which before had given him difguft. 
Though in any other cafe he would have in- 
duftrioufty lv6ided the leaft appcatartce oPfab- 
miflk)n', he fbllo^kred his con 'jue for to t:ie inn,, 
with a view of thsinking him for his generous , 
forbearance, and of foliciting his friendlhip and 
correfpondence. 

Godfrey had his foot in the ftirrup to mount, 
when PeoBgrine coming up to him, defired he 
would defer hb departure for a quarter of an 
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liour, arid favour him with a little priv»atc con- 
vcrfation. I'he foldier, who miilook the mean- 
ing, of the requeft^ immediately quitted his horfe, 
and fqllowed Pickle into a chamber, where he 
expeded to find a brace of piftols loaded on the 
table ; but he' was very agreeably deceived, when 
our hero, in the moft refpeftful terms, acknow- 
ledged his noble deportment in the field, owned 
thiat till then he had mifundcrftood his charader, 
and begged that he would honour him with his 
intimacy and correfpondence. 

Gauntlet, who had feen* undoubted proofs of 
Peregrine's courage, which had confiderably 
raifed him in his efieem, s^nd had fenfe enough to 
perceive that this conceflion was not bwing to 
any fordid or finifter motive, embraced his offer 
vrithdemonflrations of infinite fatisfa^on. When 
he underflood the terms on which Mr. Pickte 
was with his fifler, he proffered his fervice in his 
turn, either as agent, mediator, or coniSdant : 
nay, to give this new friend a convincing proof of' 
bis fincerity, he difclofed to him a pamon which 
he had for fome time entertained for his coufin 
Mifs Sophy, though he durfl not reveal his fen- 
timents to her father, left he fhould be ofiended 
at his,prefiunption, and withdraw his prote6bon 
from the family. 

Peregrine's generous heart was wrung with 
anguifh, when he imderftood that this yoimg 
gpntleman, who was the only fon of a diftin- 

fuifhed officer, had carried arms for the fpace of 
ve years, without being able to obtain a fubal- 
tern's commiffion, though he had always behaved 
with remarkable regularity and fpirit, and ac- 
quired the friendship and efteem of all th^ officers 
under whom he had lerved. , 

He 
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He would, at that time, with the utmoft plea- 
e have fiiared his finances with him ; but as he 
uld not run the rifk of offending the young 
lier*s delicac^y. of honour, by a premature ex- 
ion of hi* liberality, he refolved to infiijiuate 
nfelf into an intimacy with liim, before he 
uld venture to take fuch freedoms ; and with 
It view preffed Mr. Gauntlet to accompany 
1 to the garrifon, where he did not doubt of 
^•ing influence enough to make him a welcome 
sft. Godfrey thanked him very courteoufly 
his invitation,- which he faid he could not 
mediately accept, but promifed^ if he would 
'our him with a letter, and fix the time at 
lich he propofedto fet out for France, he would 
leavour to viftt him at the commodore's habi- 
ion, and from thence give him a convoy to 
>ver. This new treaty being fettled, and a dofTil 
lint, with a fnipofplaifter applied to our ad-' 
oturer's wound^ he parted from the brother of 
dear Emilia, to whom and his friend Sophy he 
it his kindefl: wiihes ; and having lodged one 
jht upon tlie road, arrived next day in the af- 
noon at the garrifon, where he found all his 
ends in good iiealth, and overjoyed at his return. 
The commodore, who was by this time turned 
feventy, and altogether crippled by the gout, 
dom went abroad ; and as his converfation was 
t very entertaining, had but little company 
thin doors; fo that his fpirits muft have quite 
gnated, had not they been kept in motion by 
; converfation of Hatchway, and received at 
ferent times a wholefome fillip froni the difci- 
ne of his fpoufe, who, by the force of pride, 
igion, and Coniac, had erefted a moft terrible 
ranny in the houfe. There was fuch a quick 
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circulation of domefticks in the Ssmily, that every 
fuit of livery had been worn by figures of all di* 
menfions ; Trunnion, himfelf had long before this 
time yielded to the torrent of hcr^artntrary fway ; 
though not without divers obAinate efforts to 
maintain his liberty \ and now, that he was dif- 
abled by his infirmities, when he ufed to hear his 
emprefs finging the loud Orthyan long among ^ 
the fervants below, he would often in virhi^rs 
communicate to the lieutenant hints of what he 
would do if fo be as how he \yas not deprived of 
the life of bis precious limbs. Hatchway was 
the only perfon whom the temper of Mn; Tnm^ 
nion reljpeftod, either bec^ufe {he dreaded his ri- 
dicule, or lodged upon Ins perfon with eyes of 
affe£iion* This being the fituation of thitrgs in 
the garrifon^ it is not to be doubted that the old 
gentleman highly enjoyed the prefence of Pere- 
grine, who found means to ingratiate himfelf fo 
effedlually with his aunt, that while he remained 
at home, fhe feemed to have exchanged the dif- 
poiition of a tygrefs, for that of a gentle kid : 
but he found his own mother as implacable, and 
his father as much hen-pecked as ever. 

Qamaliel, who now very feldom enjoyed the 
converfation of his old friend the commodore, 
had fome time ago entered into an amicable foci- 
ety, con fi fling of the barber, apothecary, attor- 
ney, and excifeman of the parifh, among whom 
he ufed to fpend the evening at Tunley*s, and 
liften to their difputes upon philofophy and poli- 
tics, with great comfort and edification, while 
his fovereign lady domineered at home as ufual^ 
vifited with great pomp in the neighbourhood^ 
and employed her chief care in the education of 
her darlijQg fon Gam, who was now in the fif- ; 
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t^enth year of his dtgCj and fo remarkable for his 
perverfe dtfpofition, thaf in fpite of his mother's 
influence and authority, he was not only hated^ 
but aJfo dcfpifed both at home and abroad. She 
had put him under the tuition of the curate, who 
lived in the family, and was obliged to attend 
him in all his exercifes and cxcurfions. This 
governor was a low bred fellow„ who had nei- 
ther expcri^ice nor ingenuity, but' poflefled a 
large fund of adulation and fervife compkifence, 
by which' he had gained the good graces of Mrs. 
Pickte, and prefided over all her deliberations in 
the {«mc manner as his fuperior managed thofe of 
Mrs. Trunnion. 

He had one day rode out to take the air with 
bis pupil, who, as I have already obferved, was 
oi^ous to the poor people, for having killed their 
dogs and broken their inclofures, and on account 
of his hump, diftinguifhed by the title of My 
Lord ; when in a narrow feme they chanced to 
meet Peregrine on horfeback. 

The young fquire no fooner perceived his elder 
brother, for whom he had been inftru£led to en- 
tertain the ttK)ft inveterate grudge, than he re- 
folved to infult him en pajfant^ and aftually rode 
againft him full gallop. Our hero gueffing his 
aim, fixed hinifelf in his ftirrups, and by a dex- 
terous" management of the reins, avoided the ' 
fhock in fuch a manner, as that their legs ©nly * 
fhouM^ encounter, by which mcfans my lord was ' 
tiked out of his foddle, and in a twinkling Hid'* 
fpi^wling in the dirt. The governor, enraged at ' 
the difgrace of^his charge, advanced with great 
infolence and fury, and ftruck at Peregrine with 
his whip. Nothing could be more agreeable to 
our young gentleman than this aflault, which 
, ' L 5 furnilhed 
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fumiflied him with an opportunity of tiiaftifing 
an officious wretch, whofe petulance and malice 
he had longed to punifli. He therefore^ fpurring 
up his horfe towards his antagonift, overthrew 
him in the middle of a hedge. Before he had 
time to recolleft himfelf from the confiiiion of 
the fall) Pickle alighted, in a trice, .and exercifed 
his horfe- whip with fuch agility about the curate's 
face and ears, tnat he was fain to proftrate him^^ 
felf before his enraged conqueror, and implore 
his forbearance in the moft abjedt terms. While 
Peregrine was thus employed, his brother Gam 
t^d made (hift to rife and attack him in tlie rear^ 
for which reafon, when the tutor was quelled, 
the viSor faced about^ fnatched the weapon out 
of his hand, and having broken it to pieces,; re- 
mounted his horfe, and rode off, without deign- 
ing to honour 4im with any other notice. . 

The condition in which they returned pro- 
duced infinite clamour againfl the conqueror, who 
was reprefented as a ruffian who had lain in am- 
bufh to make away with his brother, in whofe 
defence the curate was faid to have received thofe 
cruel ftripes, that hindered him from appearing 
for three whole weeks in the performance of his 
duty at church. 

Complaints were made to the commodore, who 
having inquired into the circumilances of the 
affair, approved of what his nephew had donjs; 
adding, with many oaths, that, provided Pcre- 
ghne had been out of the fcrape, he wiflied 
Crook-back had broke his neck in the falU 
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CHAP. XXIX. 

pryi^s a plan of revenge^ which is executed 
ugcinjl the curate. 

I U R beco, exafperated at the villany of the 
' curate, in the treacherous mifreprefentation 
had made of this rencounter,* determined to 
Slife upon him a method of revenge, which 
lid be not only effedual, but alfo unattended 
b any vbad confequence to himfelf. For this 
poie he and Hatchway, to whom he imparted 
plan, went to. the ale-houfe cme evening, and 
ed for an empty room, knowing there was 
>ther but that which they had chofen for the 
le of a£lion. This apartment was a fort of a 
our that fronted the kitchen, with a window 
^ards the yard ; where, after they had fat 
le time, tlie lieutenant found means to amufe 
landlord in difcourfe, while Peregrine ftep- 
y out into the yard, by the talent of mi- 
kry, which.he pofTefTed in a furprifing degree^ 
nterfeited a dialogue between the curate and 
iley's wife. This reaching the ears of the pub- 
n, for whofe hearing it was calculated, in-» 
Led his naturally jealous difpofition to fuch a- 
ree, that he could not conceal his emotioHy 
made an hundred efforts to qiiit the rooni; 
le the lieutenant, fmoaking his pij^ with 
It gravity, as ifvhe neither heard what pafTed, 
took notice of the landlord's diforder, detain- 
iim on the fpot by a fucceffion of queflions 
ch he could not refufe to anfwer; tho* he 
•d fweating with agony all the tinw, ftretching 
leck every iuftant towards the window through 
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which the voices were conveyed, fcratching his 
head, and exhibiting fundry other fymptoms of 
impatience and agitation. At length, the fup- 
poled conver ration came to fuch a pitch of amo-' 
reus complaifance, that the hufband, quite fran- 
tic with his imaginary difgrace, rufhed out at the 
door, crying, " Coming, Sir/* But, as he was 
'obliged to make a circuit round one half of the 
hdiife, Peregrine had got in by the window, be- 
fore Tunley arrived in the yard. 
> According to the feigned intelligence he had 
received, he ran diredly to the barn, in exped:a* 
toon of making fome very extraordinary difco»- 
very; and having employed .fome minutes in 
rummaging the ftraw to no purpofe, returned m 
a ftate of diflra£lion to the kitchen, juft as his 
wife chanced to enter at the other door. The 
circumftance of her appearance confirmed him in 
the opinion that the deed was done. * As the dif- 
eafe af being hen -pecked was, epidemic in the pa- 
r4&i, he durft not exprefs the leafi hint of his un- 
eafinefs to her^ but refolved to take vengeanceon 
the libidinous priefl, who, he imagined, had cor- 
jeupted the chaility of his fpoufe. 

The two confederates, in order to be certified 
that their fcheme had taken effefl, as well as to 
blow up^ the flame which they had kindled, called 
for Tunley, in whofe countenance they could 
eafily difcern bis confufion. Peregrine defiring 
Inm ta fit down and drink a gla^ with tbem, 
began to interrogate him about his family, and 
among other things, afked him how long he had 
been married to that handfome wife ? This que- 
Aion, which was put with an arch fignificance 
of iook, alarmed the publican, who began to 
fear that Pickle had overheard his diflionour \ and 
- : ; I this 



I 
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this fu^iciou was not at all removed, when th^ 
lieutenant, with a fly regard, pronounced, ** Tun- 
ley, wan't you noofed by the curate ?" " Yes> 
I was,*' (replied the landlord, with an eagertiefs 
and perplexity of tone, as if he thought the lieu- 
tenant knew, that thereby hung a tale;) and 
Hatchway fupported this fofpicton, by anfwering, 
^* Nay, as for tlut. matter, the q^rate may be a 
very lufficient man in his way.** This tranfition 
from his wife to the curate, convinced him that 
his (hame was known to his guefis ; and in 'the 
tranfport^of his indignation, he pronounced with 

freat emphafis, ^^ A fufEcient man ! Odds heart ! 
believe they aie all wolves in flieep's cloathlng^ 
I wifli te God I could fee the day, mafter, when 
there ihall not be a priefi, an excifeman, or a 
ouftom-*houfe officer in thts kingdom. As for 

that fellow of a curate, if I do catch him It 

don't fignify talking But, by the Lord ! — • 

Gentlemen my fervice to you." 

The afiociates being fatisfied by thefe abrupt 
infinuations, that they had fo far Succeeded in 
their aim, waited with impatknce two or three 
days in expe£iation of hearing that Tunley had 
fallen upon fome method of being revenged for 
this imaginary wrong : but finding that either his 
invention was too (hallow, or his inclination too 
languid to'gratify their defire of his own accord, 
they determined to bring the affair to fuch a cri- 
fis, that he ibould not be able to withftand the 
(^^rtunity of executing his vengeance. With 
this view, they one evening hired a boy to run 
to Mr. Pickle's houfe, and tell the curate, that 
Mrs. Tunley being taken fiiddenly ill, her huf- 
baod cb£red he would come immedis^tely, and 
pray with li^r. Mean while, ihty had taken 

pof- 
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pofleflion of a room in the Jioufe ; and Hatch- 
way engaging the landlord in converfation, Pe- 
regrine m his return from the yard, obferved, as 
if by accident, that the parfon was gone into the 
kitchen, in order, as he fuppofed, to catechife 
Tunley*s wife. 

The pubHcan flarted at this intelligence, and 
under pretence of ferving anothii' company in the 
next room, went out to the bam, where arm- 
ing himfelf with a flail, he repaired to a lane 
thro* which the curate was under a heceflity of 
paffing in his way home. There he lay in am- 
bufh, with fell intent ; and when the fuppbfed au- 
thor of his fliame arrived, greeted him in the dark 
with fuch a falutation, as forced him to ftagger 
backward three paces at Icaft. If the fecond ap- 
plication had taken effeft, in all probability that 
Ipot would have been the boundary of the parfon's 
mortal peregrination ; but, luckily for him, his 
antagonift was not expert in the management of 
his weapon, which by a twift of the thong that 
connefted the legs, inilead of pitching upon the 
head of the aftoni(hed curate, defcended in an ob- 
lique direftion on his own pate, with fuch a fwing^ 
that the fkull aftually rung like an apothecary's 
mortar, and ten thoufand lights feemed to dance 
before his eyes. Thd curate recollefting himfelf 
during the refpite he obtained from this accident^ 
and believing his aggrefTor to be* folne thief who 
lurked in that place for prey, refolved to make 
a running fight, until hefliould arrive within cry 
of his habitation. With this defign he raifed up 
his cudgel for the defence of his head, and be- 
taking himfelf to his heels, began to roar for 
help with the lungs of a Stentor. Tunley throw- 
ing away the flail, which he durfi no longer truft 
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with the executicm of his revenge, pTirfued the 
fugitive with all the fpeed he could exert ; and 
the other, either unnerved by fear, or ftutnbling 
over a ilone, was overtaken before he had run 
an hundred paces. He no fooner felt the wind 
of the publican's fift that whittled round his ears, 
than he fell flat ^pon the earth at full length, 
and the cudgel flew from his unclafping hand ; 
when Tunley fpringing like a tyger upon his 
back, rained fuch a Ihower of blows upon his 
carcafe, that he imagined himfelf under the difci- 
pline pf ten pair of nils at leaft ; yet the imagi* 
nary cuckold, not fatisfied with annoying the 
prieil in this manner, laid hold on one of his ears 
with his teeth, and bit fo unmercifully, that the 
curate was found almoil entranced with pain by 
two labourers, at whofe approach the aflailant 
retreated unperceived. 

The lieutenant had polled himfelf at the win-. 
dow, in order to fee the landlord at his firft re- 
turn ; and no fooner perceived him enter the 
yard, than he called him into the apartment, im- 
patient to learn the effe<9:s of their flratagem* 
Tunley obeyed the fummons, and appeared be- 
fore h;s guefts in all the violence of rage, difor- 
der and fatigue ; his. noflrils were dilated more 
than one half beyond their natural capacity, his 
eyes rolled, his teeth chattered, he fnored in 
breathing as if he had been opprffTed by the night- 
mare, and flreams of fweat flowed down e^ch 
fide of his forehead. . • , 

Perfsgrine ^ffeding to flart at the approach t)Ji 
fuch an .uncouth figure, afked if he had been 
■wrellling.with a fpiru ; upon which he anfwered 
vrith great vehemence, ♦* Spirit ! No, no, ma- 
iler, I have bad a roll and tumble with^the. fleih. 

A dogi 



A dog!^ I'll teach York to eonac a cat6r#aiJing 
about my doors.** Gueffing from this reply, that 
his aim was accomplifhedi and curious to know 
the particulars of the rencounter, ** Well thm, 
^aith the youth) I hope you have prevailed againft 
the fleihi Tunley.** "Yes, yes, (ahfwered the 
pqbhcan)^ I have cooled his capiilens, as the fay- 
ing is : I have played fueh a tune about his^ ears, 
that 1*11 be bound he flian't long for mufic this 
month. A goatifh ram-faced rafcal ! Why, he'i 
a perfeft panfli bull, as I hope to live.'* 

Hatchway obferving that he feemed to have 
made a ftout battle, defired he would fit down 
and recover wind ; and after he had fwallowed a 
brace of 'bmnpers, IMS' vanity prompted hira to ex- 
j)ariate upon his own exploit in fiich a manner, 
that the confederates, without feeming to know 
the curate was his antagonift, became acquainted 
with every circumftance of the ambufcade. 

Tunley had fcarce got the better of his agita- 
tion, when his wife entering the room, toH them 
by way of news, that fome waggifli l^dy had 
fent Mr. Sackbut the curate to pray with her. 
This name inflamed the hulbaiid's choler anew, 
and forgetting all his complaifance for his jpoufe^ 
he replied with a rancorous grin, ** Add rabbit 
him ! I doubt not but you found his admonitions 
deadly comfortable !** The landlady looking at 
her vaffal with a fovereign afpea, •* What 
crotchets (faid (he) have you got in your fboKs 
head, I trow^ I know no bufinefs you have to 
fit here like a gentleman wrth your arms akimbo, 
when there*s another company in the houfe to 
be ferved.*** The fiibmiflive hulband teok the 
hint, and without furthqr expoftul^tibn, foesdied 
ojit of tjie room. • ' * ..;. ^ ^ 
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Next day it was reportecl, that Mr. Sackbuf 
had been way-led, aiid almoft murdered by rob- 
bers, and ail advcrtifement was patted upon the 
church-door, offering a reward to any perfon that 
flvould difcover the aflaffin ; but he reaped no fa- 
tis£adion from thi« expedient, and was confined 
to his^ chamber a whole fortnight^ by the bruife* 
he had received. 

CHAP. XXX. 

AUr, Sackbut and bis pupil cot^pket^^ah^ Pere^ 
gfiMi wh Imng apprize of thtpr d$fign by bi$ 
Afi^9 tftfirs meafurts Jkr cffimttfiwonUng their 
fihemfs wkidf is ixectui^d by mjhh upon Mr^ 
Gauadct. TJiV young faldier meets with a c9r^ 
dial nception fnm the eommodorey who gene'^ 
reujly decoys him into his own intet'ejt. 

WHEN he conlidered the circumftancet 
of the ambufcade, he could not per* 
fuade himfelf that he had been aflaulted by a com-^ 
mon thief, becaufe it was not to be ftnppoied that 
a robber would have amufed faimJelf in putn*» 
meling rather than in rifling hit prey ; he there-^ 
fore afcribed his misfortune to dbe fecret ehmit^f 
of feme perfon who had a defign upon his life ;: 
and upon mature deKberatioUv fixed his fufpicioit 
upon Peregrine, who was the only man on eartk 
from whom he thought he deferved fuch treat- 
ment. He t:ommimicated hb ccmjedlure to his 
pupil, wha readily adopted his opinion,* and ad- 
vifed him flxenuoufly to revenge the wrong by- 
a like contrivance, without feeking to make a 
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narrow'er inquiry, left his enemy fliould be there- 
by put upon his guard. 

This propofal being reliflied, they in concert 
revolved the means of retorting the ambuQi with 
intereft, and a£luaUy laid fuch a villainous plan 
for attacking our hero in the dark, that^ had it 
b^en executed according t« their intention, the 
young gentleman's fcheme of travelling would 
have been eSedually marred. But their machi« 
nations were overheard by Mifs Pickle, who was 
now in the feventeenth year of her age, and, in 
fpite of the prejudice of edugatiQn, entertained in 
fecret a moft fifterly afiedlion for her brother 
Perry, though {he had never fpoke to him, and 
vras deterred by the precepts, vigilance, and me- 
naces of her mother, from attempting any means 
of meeting him in private. She was not, how- 
^ever, infenfible to his praife, which was Joadly 
founded forth in the neighbourhood, and never 
failed of going to church, and every other place, 
where (he thought (he might have an opportu- 
nity of feeing this amiable brother. With thcfe 
fentiments it cannot be fuppofed that fhe would 
hear the confpiracy without emotion. She was 
fhocked at the treacherous barbarity of Gam, and 
ihuddered at the profpedt of the danger to which 
Peregrine would be expofed from their malice. 
She durft not communicate this plot to her mo*^ 
ther, becaufe ihe was afraid that lady's unaccount- 
able averfion for her firft-born would hinder lier 
from interpofing in his behalf, and confequently 
render her a fort of accomplice in the guilt of his 
afFaflins. She therefore refolved to warn Pere- 
grine of the confpiracy, an account of which flie 
tranfmitted to him in an affeSionate letter, by 
means of a young gentleman in that neighbour- 

hoody 
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hood^ who iTiade his wiitefks to htfr at that time, 
and who, at licr requeft, offered his fervice to our 
hero, in defeating the projefts of his adverfaries. 

Peregrine was ftartied when he read the parti- 
cidars of their fchcme, which was no other than 
an intention to fally upon him when he (hould be 
altogether unprovided againft fuch an attack, cut 
off his ears, and otfaerwife mutilate him in fuch 
a manher, that he fiiould have no caufe to be vain 
of his perfon for the future. 

Incenfed as he was againft the brutal difpofi- 
tion of his own father's fon, he could not help 
bang moved at the Integrity and tendemefs of 
his fitter, of whofe inclinations towards him he 
had been hitherto kept hi ignorance. He thanked 
the gentleman fornix bbnoifrable dealing, and 
cxpreffed a deiire of being better acquainted with 
his virtues ; told him, that now%e*was cautioned, 
he hoped there would be no neceJBty for giving 
him any further trouble, and wrote bf him a let- 
ter of acknc^wledgmait to his fifter, for whom he 
expreffed the" utmoft love and regard, befeech- 
ing her to favour him with* an interview before 
his departure, that he might indulge his frater- 
nal fondnels, and bt bleffed i^ith the company and 
countenance of one at leaft belonging to his own 
family. 

Having impartedw thiff difcovery to his friend 
Hatchway, they came to a refolution of coun- 
termining the plan of their enemies. As they 
did not choofe to expofe themfelves to the infi^ 
nuations of flander, which would have exerted 
itfdf at their ex|)cnce, had they, even in de- 
fending themfelves employed any harfli means of 
retaliation, they invented a method of difap- 
pointing and .difgracing their foes, and imme« 

diately 
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ilktely fet<Pipc» at weik to forward, the |>re|^»»ii' 
ttons» 

MtTft Pickle having defcribckl the. fpot ivhiclr 
the aflaffins had^pitched upon for the £^ene of 
their vengemice ', our triumvirate intended to^ 
have placed a centinel among the com^ who^ 
iliould come and. giv^ tbevp, intdtigehcis when the: 
ambufcade was; laid ;, ; and in confequence of that 
information, they would flseal fi:>fdy to;wards the^ 
place^ attended by three or fowt of the do- 
meftics, aaddraw a large net over the conipira- 
tors^ who hieing imangled in the toil^ fhould he 
di&rmed, fettered^ heartil}^fcourged, aid fbf* 
pended between.^ two Ws infhe &iai^» asu> fpec- 
tide to all pafTen^rs^^tet tiiloi|y chance to travel 
that way^:' ^'- ;»;>.* *' 

The pl^n^beifrg .i|ini& ilgefted, anH the com*- 
i90(We niade a^Uli||te4 v^nth the whole ^aflairy. 
the fpy wds Jmit-^^foi^ duty, and every body* 
within doom^repared to go forth upon the firft 
notice.: Otie^whole evfentng? di^ th^f %end in- 
the moflr iqipatient expe(^atio% but on The iecond* 
the fcout. crept into the gjwrifon, and iaffuraidtv 
them, that he had perctwed thlree men fkulking 
behind the hedge, on^the .roai that ted to the 
public houlb fpom which" Pef^rinecuid the li^^ 
tenant ufed ev6ry ttight to return about that hour^ 
Upon this ifttelligence the cenlederates^ fet out 
immediately with aU their implements. Ap- 
pEoaching the* fcene with as littfe noife as pof-^ 
fible, they heard the -fcmnd of blows'; and^ 
though the night was dark, perceived a fort of 
tumultuousjconflift on the very^^t which the^ 
confpirators had poi&ffed. Surprifed at this oc-^ 
citrrencev the meaning of which he could^not' 
ceotpreheod^ Pieregiine ordered his mymiidcms 
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^ halt and yecQimoitfe ; and immedtatoly his can 
ivere laluted with aa exclaaoation of ^ You 
4hiui*t ^leaipei sae, rafcal/' The voice being quite 
^miliar to him, he all at once divined the caufe 
•(^that confulioo w^ch tbe^ had obferved ; and 
nmnihg up to the afliflaufe of the exclaimer, 
fowsd a fellow oa his knees be^gin^ his li£s of 
Mn Ciauntlett who flood over him with a naked 
fafing^ in his hand. 

Pii;kie mftantly made hinnfelf known to his 
fnend) who told him» that having left his horfe 
at Tuidey's» he was in his way to the garrifon iec 
upon i:>y three ruffiam» pne of whom being the 
very individual peffpn now in his power, had 
come behind him, ai\d fifUNck-with a bludg^pn at 
his bead, which howevef j^e^liiifled, and the in* 
Arument defcbnded on ^is left ^lOuUer 4 that up^ 
^n drawing his hanger, an^^ about him 19 
.die dark, the other two Ski^ih$aiibg their com- 
pa]|icHX, vi^m he had difa^leiqU in thm lurch. 

Peregrine congratulated him upoii his tafety, 
and having* ordered^ Pipes to fecuce the'prifoner, 
coiidud.ed Mr. Xxaii^tl<^ to the gutrifon,* where 
he met w^ith a very h^mty reception from the 
cornnnodore, to wlx)m, he %as introduced as his 
ne^iew- s totiJxiate fucti ; nek but that, in all 
likelihood, h^ would have abated fomewhat of , 
bis hofpitality, had be luK>wn that he ttras the bro- 
tiier of Perr)^ miftrels ; but her name the old 
'gentleman had mever thought of afking, when 
& tmqittred into the particiilara of his godfon's 
amour* ^ ' ' . 

The ciqptrve heing examined, in pnefence of 
Tnmmoniand aUhisacUieKnts, t^iuchiw the am* 
hufcadc, owned, that being in die ietvice of 
Crj^Pklde, he had, been .prevailed upon, by the 

foli- 
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felicitation^ of his mafter and the curate, to •^- 
icomp^y them in their expedition, and undei^- 
take the part which he had^ adied againpft the 
Aranger, wh6m he and his employers nnftpok for 
Peregrine. In confideration of this frank ac- 
knowledgment, and afevere wound he had re- 
ceived in his right arm,^ they refoived to inflift 
no other pumflunent on this matefa^or, than to 
detain him all night in the garrifon, and next 
mdming csarry Him before a juftice of the peace, 
to whom he repeated all that he had faid over- 
night, and with his own hand fubfcribed his coit- 
fefnon, copies of which y^rt handed abocit the 
neighbourhood, to the phfp^akable confufion and 
difgrace of the curate ^md^jiis^promififlg pupil. 

Mean whil6 TrOT^<^ treatdd the yoiing fol- 
dier withun'com'h»:$;hpnar]|s ofirefpe'(5l, being pre- 
pofTefTe^ in hi^ii»pQ^^ ^y this adventure, 'Vhich 
he had, fo g^liaij^^^^tphiev^d, as well a&by the. 
encomiums 4!hat Peregrine beftowed ugonhisya^^ 
lour aiid gbnerofity. *He liked^jiis countenance, 
which was bold and hardy, ajjmired *hls Hercu- 
lean limbs, and delighted iit a^ng queftions con- 
cerning the fervice he hird!;fen. • 

The day after Jiis Sfrrival^ while the converfa- 
tion turned on this laft fdbjed, the commodore; 
taking the pipe out of his mouth, ** I'M tell you 
what, brother (faid he), live and forty years ago, 
when I was third Ueutenant of the Warwick 
man of war, there wai a very ftout young feJ- ' 
tow on board, a fubaltem clfficer or marines; 
his name was not unlike, your own, d'ye lee^ 
being Guntlet, with a G. I remember he and 
I could not abide one another at firft^ becaufe, 
d'ye fee, I was a failor and he a Ismd-man, till 
we fell in with a Frenchman, whom we engaged 



PEREGRINE PICKLE. 239 

for eight glafles, and at length boarded and 
took. I was the firft man that flood on the 
enemy's deck, and fhould have come fcurvily off, 
d'ye fee, if Guntlet had not jumped to my af- 
fiftance ; but We foon cleared fhip, and drove 
them to clofe quarters, fo that they were obliged 
to ftrike ; and from that day Guntlet and I were 
•fwom brothers as long as he remained on board. 
He was exchanged into a marching regiment, 
and what became of him afterwards, Lord in 
heaven knows ; but this 1*11 fay of him, whether 
he be dead or alive, he feared no man that ever 
wore»a head, and was, moreover, a very hearty 
mefTmate.'* 

The ftranger's breaft glowed at this eulogium, 
which was no iboner pronounced than he eagerly 
aflced, if the French (hip was hot the Diligence ? 
The commodore replied with i^ ft^re, ** The very 
fame, .my lad." ♦♦ Then (faid.Qauntlet) the 
perfon of wliom you are pleafed ta make fuch 
fhonourable mention was my own father." The 
devil lie was ! (cried Trunnion (baking him by 
the hand) I am ripjoiced to fee a fon of Ned 
Guntlet in my houfe.". 

This difcovery introduced a thoufand queftions, 
in the courfe of which, the old gentleman learnt 
the fituation of his friend's family, and difcharged 
innumerable execrations upon the ingratitude 
and inju(lice,of the minidry, which had failed to 
provide for the fon of fudi a brave foldier. Nor 
was his friend(hip confined^o fuch ineffedual ex- 
predions ; he that fame eveniil|; fignified to Pe- 
regrine a defirc of doing fomething for his friend. 
This inclination was (0 much praifed, encou- 
raged, and promoted by his godfon, and even 
fupported by his counfellor Hatchway, that our 

hero 
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obn finm luLycoixig IuibmJi to 
tjon; asid tfaerc&ie propcrfeddat be flbooU be 
d ecoy ed into fa» own rntCTcfl b^ a fiogped Aofy» 
in co ofe q o cnce of wbkh be woold be pRraikd 
t^xm to acrepc of the naoocy, s a debt wbidi 
^ conmiodore bad cootrac^ed of hii £idicr at 
* Ita. Tmmnon rcaife wiy &ces at tbb runlirni i 
the neceflity of which he could doc caoocKt^ 
vriitjyut calling in qoefiion die common licnfe of 
Gauntlet, as ne took it for granted, that foch 
oBa% as thote were not to be rejeded, cm any 
confideration whatever. Befides, he could not 
digeft an artifice, by which he himfelf nmft own 
that he had lived fo many years, without ^Bani- 
fefiing the leaft intention of doing juftice to his 
creditor. All thefe obje^ions, however, were 
removed by the zeal and rhetoric of Per^rine, 
who reprefented that it would be impoffible to be- 
friend him on any other terras ; that his fiknce 
hitherto would be m^ted.to bis want of inform- 
ation touching the circurafiances and condition 
of his friend ; and that his remembering and in- 
fifling upon difcharging the obhgation, after fuch 
an interval of time, when the whole afiair was 
in oblivion, would be the greatell compUment he 
could pay to his own lioiiour and integrity. 

Thus perfuaded, he took an opportunity of 
Gauntlet's being alone with him to broach the 
affair, telling the young man, that his father had 
axlvanced a fum of money for him, when they 
lailed together, on account of the mcis, 9s well 

as 
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">Vto flop the mouth of a clamorous cre3itor at 
Portfmouth; and that the faid fum, with in- 
tereft, amounted to about four hundred pounds, 
which he would now, with great thatikfulnefs, 
repay. 

Godfrey was aihazeS at this declaration, and 
after a confiderable paufe replied, that he had 
never heard his parents mention any fuch debt ; 
that no memorandum or voucher of it was found 
among his father's papers ; and that, in all pro- 
bability, it muft have been difcharged long ago, 
although the commodore, in fuch a long courfe 
of time and hurry of occupation, might have for- 
got the repayment : he therefore defired to be 
excufed from accepting what in his own confci- 
ence he believed was not his due ; and compli- 
mented the old gentleman upon his being fo fcru- 
puloufly juft and honourable. 

The foldier's refufal, which was matter of 
aftonifhment to Trunnion, increafed liis inclina- 
ti6n to affift him ; and, on pretence of acquitting 
his own chara6ler, he urged his beneficence with 
fuch obftinacy, that Gauntlet, afraid of difoblig- 
ing him, was in a manner -compelled to receive 
a draught for the money, for which he fubfcribed 
an ample difcharge, and immediately tranfmitted 
the order to his mother, whom at the fanic tima 
he informed of the circum fiances by which they 
had fo unexpedledly gained this accefTion of for- 
tune. 

Such a piece of news could not fail of being 
agreeable to Mrs. Gauntlet, who by the firft poll 
wrote a polite letter of acknowledgment to the 
commodore, another to her own fon, importing, 
that (he had already fent the draught to a friend 
in London, with directions to deijof\t \\. vcv vVv^ 
Vol, h M X^asv^ 
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liands of a certain baiiker, for the purchafe of the? 
firft enfigncy to be fold ; and fhe took the li- 
berty of lending a third to Peregrine, couched in 
very afFeftionate terms, with a kind poftfcript^ 
iigned by Mifs Sophy and his charming Emily. 

This affair being tranfafted to the iatisfa<^ioa 
of all concerned, preparations were fet on foot 
for the departure of our hero, on whom his uncle 
fettled an annuity of eight hundred pounds, be- 
ing little Jels than one half of his whole income- 
By this time indeed the old gentleman could ea- 
fily afford to alienate fuch a part of his fortune, 
becaulie he entertained little of no company, kept 
few fervants^ was remarkably plain and frugal in 
his houfe-keeping ; Mrs. Trunnion being now 
fome years on the wr^ng fide of fifty, her infir- 
mities began to increafe ; and tho' her pride had 
fuffered no diminution, her vanity was altogether 
fiibdued by her avarice. 

A Swifs valet de chambre, who had already 
made the tour of Europe, was hired for the care 
of Peregrine's owji perfon ; Pipes being ignorant 
of the French language, as well as otherwife un- 
fit for the office of a fafhionable attendant, it 
was refolved that he fliould remain in garrifon ; 
and his place was immediately fiipplied by a Pa- 
rifian lacquey engaged at London for that pur- 
pofe. Pipes did not feem to relifli this difpofition 
of things ; and tho' he made no. verbal obje6lion« 
to it, looked remarkably four at his fucceffor up- 
on his firft arrival ; but this fullen fit feemed 
gradually to wear off; and long before his maf- 
ter's departure, he had recovered his natural 
tranquillity and unconcern* 
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CHAP. XXXL 

'th^ two pung gentlemen difplay their talents for 
gaVdntry^ in the courfe of which they are in^ 
volved in a ludicrous circumjlance of dijirefs^ and 
afterwards take vengeance on the author of their 
mijhap. 

MEAN while our hero and hi« new friend 
together with honeft Jack Hatchway, 
made daily excurfions into the couiltryy vifited 
the gentlemen in the neighbourhood, and fr©* 
quently accompanied them to the chacc ; all threo 
being exceedingly careffed on account of their 
talents, which could accotnmodate themfeives 
with great facility to the tenrteers and turns of 
their entertainers. The lieutenant was a droll in 
his way. Peregrine poffeflfed a ^reat fund of 
fprightlinefs and good humour, and Gbdfrey^ 
among his other quahfications' already recited, 
fung a moft excellent forig ; fo that the cofUpany 
of this triumvirate was courted in all parties^ 
whether male or female ; and if the hfearts of oof 
young gentlemen had not been pre^-engagedj 
they would have met with opportunities in abun* 
tlance of difplay ing their add'refe in the a^t of love; 
not bat that they gave loofe to their gallantrjr 
without much intereftiitg their affe6):ions, and 
JAmufed thcmfelves with Kttle intrigues, which^i 
in the opinion of a man of pleafure, dd not afle^ 
his fidelity to the acknowledged fovereign of' hin 
foul. 

In the midft of thef^ amufements, oui* hero 
received an intimation from his fifter, that fhe 
ikould be overjoyed to meet Viim iv^i^x. ^«^^ ^ 
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Hivt, o'clock in the afternoon, at the houfe of 
her nurfe, who lived in a cottage 'hard by her 
father's habitation, the being debarred from all 
opportunity of feeing, him in any other place by 
the feverity of her mother, who fufpedled her 
inclination. 

He accordingly obeyed the fummons, and went 
at the time appointed to the place of rendezvous, 
where he met this affectionate young lady, who, 
ivhen'he entered the room, ran towards him with 
^11 the .eagemefs of tranfport ; flung her arms 
about his neck, and (hed a flood of tears in Iiis 
faolbsi'iiefore (he could utter one word, except 
« repetif ion of My dear, dear brother! He em- 
bnici6diier<mdiall the piety of fraternal tender- 
ndb, wept over her in his turn, affured her that 
this WM one of the happieft moments of his life, 
and 4indl^ thanked her for having refified the 
example, «and ^obeyed the injundions of his 
mother's uittatural averfion. 

He was raviflied to find by her converfation, 
that flie poffeffed a great (Iiare of fenfibility and 
.prudent refle£tion ; for fhe lamented the infatua- 
tion of her parenis with ihe moft filial regret, 
and expreiTed fuch abhorrence and concern at the 
^Uanous difpofition of her younger brother, as a 
humane filler may be fuppofed to have enter- 
tained. He made her acquainted with all the 
circumilances of his own fortune, sHid as he fup- 
pofed Ac fpent her time very 4ifagreeahly at 
pome, amontg characters which 'muft be Xhock** 
kigly interefting, profeffed a defircu qf rengtoving 
her into fome other fphere, where fhe cpuld.live 
with more tranquillity and fatisfadion. 

She objefted to this propofal as an expedient 
thdt would infallibly Iu\>^^&W to v.\)& \m^lacable 
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lefentment of her mother^ whofe-ferour aEnd at- 
feftionfhe at prefent enjoyedibHt in* a very in- 
eonfiderable degree ^ and' Acy^ had canvafled 
divers fchemcs of eorrefponding for the future^ 
when the voice of Mrs* Fickle was heard at the 
door. 

Mifs July (that was the young hdKs name) 
finding herfelf betrayed, was feized widb a violent 
agitation of fear^ and Peregrine fcarce had time 
to encourage her wi^ a promife of proteAion^ 
before the door of the apartment being flung 
^pen^ this irreconcileable parent ruflied m, ana 
with a furious alpedl flew direflly at her trem- 
bling daughter, when the ion interpofing, receiveii 
the firft difcharge of her fury. 

Her eyes gleamed with all the rage of indigna^ 
iion, which choaked up her utterance, and feem-c 
ed to convulfe her whole frame ; flie twifted her 
left hand' in his hair, and with the other buffeted 
him about the face till the blood gufhed from his 
nofl:rils and mouth; while he defended his fifter 
from the cruelty of Gam, who affaulted her 
from, another quarter, feeing hi& brother en-* 
gaged. This attack lafted feveral minutes with 
great violence, till at length Peregrine finding 
himfelf in danger of being overpowered, if he 
fliould remain any longer on the defenfive, laid 
his brother on his back; then he difentangled 
his mother's hand from his own hair, and having 
pufhed her gently out of the room, bolted the 
door on the infide ; finally turning to Gam, he 
threw him out at the window, among a parcel 
of hogs that fed under it. By this time Julia 
was almoft quite diftraSed with terror ; flie knew 
ihe had offended beyond all hope of forgivenefs, 
and from that moment confidered herfelf as aa 
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exile from her father'^ houfe ; in vain did her 
brother ftrive to confole her with frefh protefla? 
lions of love and prote<9:ion, fhe counted herfelf. 
extremely, miferable in being obliged to endure 
the eternal refentment of a parent with whom flic 
had hitherto lived, and dreaded the cenfure of 
the world, which from her mother's mifrepre- 
fentation ftie was feniible would condemn her un- 
heard. That fhe mi^t not however negleS 
any means in her power of averting this ftorm, 
£ie refolved to appeafe, if pofTible, her mother's 
wrath with humiliation, and even appeal to the 
influence of her father, weak as it was, before: 
Ae would de^ir of being forgiven.. But ther 

food lady fpare^i her this unneceiTary applicatioiH. 
y telling her through the kev-hole, that (he muft; 
never expeft to come withm» her. father's door 
again; for from that hour (he renounced her as^ 
unworthy of her affecftion and regard. Juha-* 
weeping bitterly, endeavoured; to foften . the ri- 
gour of this lentence, by the moil fubmiflive 
iand reafonable remonfirances; but as in her vin- 
dication (he of neceffity efpoufed her elder 
brother's caufe, her endeavours, inftead of footh- 
ing, ferved only to exafperate her mother to an 
higher pitch of indignation, which difcharged 
itfelf in invedives againfl: Peregrine, whom ftic 
reviled with the epithets of aworthlefs abandoned 
jreprobate. 

The youth hearing thefe unjuft afperfions, 
trembled with rjefentment through every limb|. 
alTuring the upbraider that he cpnfidered her as an 
objeft of compaffion ; " for without all doubt, 
faid he, your diabolical rancour muft be feverely 
funifhed by the thorns of your own confcience, 
which this, very inftant taxes you with the ma- 
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Ice and fai (hood of your reproaches. As for my 

filler, I blefs God that you have not been able 

to iiife6l her with your unnatural prejudice^ 

which becaufe (he is too juft, too virtuous, too 

humane to imbihe, you reject her as an alien to 

your blood, and turn her out unprovided into a 

barbarous world. But even there your vicious 

purpofe (hall be defeated.;, that fame providence 

that fcreened me from the cruelty of your hate 

(hall extend its prote6lioa to her, until I (hall 

find it convenient to affert by law that right of 

maintenance which nature, it feems, hath be« 

fiowed upon us in vain; In the mean time, yoit 

will enjoy the fatisfa<5iion of paying an undivided 

attention, to^ that darling fon, whofe amiable 

qualities have fo long engaged and engrofled your 

feve' and elleem.f* 

This freedom of expofiulatioa exalted hi^ 
toother's ire to mere frenzy ; ihe curfed him with 
the bittereft imprecations, and raved like a Bed- 
lamite at the door, which (he attempted to burft 
open. Her efforts were feconded by her favcnuite 
fon, who denounced vengeance againft Pere* 
grine, made furious afTaults againft the lock« 
which refilled all their applications, until our he-* 
ro efpying his friends Gauntlet and Pipes ftep- 
ping over a ftile that flood about a furlong froa^ 
the window, called them to his afliftance ; giving 
them to underftand how he was befieged, he de- 
fired they would keep off his mother, that he 
might the more eafily fecure his fifter Julia's re- 
treat. The young foldier entered accordingly, 
and pofting himfelf between Mrs* Pickle and the 
door, gave the fignal to his friend, who lifting 
«p his (iHer in his arms, carried hSi fafe without 

M 4 the 
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the dutches of tjiis fhe-dragonj while Pipes witS 
liis cudgel kept young mailer at bay. 

The mother being thus' deprived of her prey^ 
lining upon Gauntlet like a lionefs robbed of her 
whelps, and he muft have luffered forely in the 
ilefh, had he not prevented her mifchievous in- 
tent by feizing both her wrifts, and fo keeping 
her at due diftance. In attempting to difeiigag« 
herfelf from his grafp, fte ftruggled with Tiich 
exertion, and fuffered- fuch agony of paffion at 
the fame time, that flie adually fell into a fe* 
vere St, during which fhe was put to bed, and 
the cenfederates retired, without further mo* 
leftation« 

In the mean time, Peregrine was not a littk 
perplexed about the difpofal of his fitter whom he 
had refcued. He could not endure the thoughts 
of faddhng the commodore with a new expence ; 
and he -was afraid of undertaking the charge of 
Julia, without his benefaflor's advice and direc* 
tion : for the prefent, however, he carried her 
to the houfe of a gentleman in- the neighbour* 
hood, whofe lady was her godmotter, where (he 
was received with great tendemefs and c<5ndoT 
lance; and he purpofed to inquire for fome credi- 
table houfe, where (he might be genteelly boarded 
in his abfence, refolvirig to maintain her from the 
favings of his own allowance, which he thought 
might very well bear fuch deduftion. But this 
intention was fruftrated by the publication of the 
whc^le affair, which was divulged next day, and 
foon reached the ears of Trunnion, who chid 
his godfon for having concealed the adventure ; 
and, with the approbation of his wife, ordered 
him to bring Julia forthwith.to the garrifon . The 
young gentleman, with tears of gratitude in his. 
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jcyes, explained His defign of maintaining her at 
his own expence, and eameftly begged that he 
might not be deprived of that fatismSion. But 
Jiis uncle was deaf to all his intreaties, and in* 
fifted upon her living in the garrifon, though for 
no other reafon than that of being company ta 
her aunt, who, he obferved, was foft for want 
ofconverfation. 

JuKa was accordingly br6ught home, and fet* 
tied under the tuition of Mrs. Trunnion;' who, 
whatever face flie might put on the matter, co^ld 
have difpenfed with the fociety of her niece i 
though Ihe was not without hope of grarifying 
hSer pique to Mrs. fickle, by the intelligence flic 
would receive from the daughter of that lady's 
cBconomy and domeftic behaviour. The mother 
herfelf feetfled -confcious of this advantage which 
her fiftcr-in-lsfcw teui now gained over her, being 
as^much chagrineS^at the news of Julia's recep- 
tion in the garrifon, as if fhe had heard of her 
own hufbailas -death; She even tortured her 
inventton to' propagate calumnies ^gaiiift the re- 
putation of ncr own daughter, whom (he flan* 
dered in aIl>'Companies;-fhe exdaimed againll 
the commodore as an old ruffian whofpirit^ up 
a'rd)ellion among* her children, and imputed the 
hofpitality of his wHe, in countenancing them, 
t6 nothing elfe but her inveterate enmity to their 
mother, whom they had difobliged. She now 
kififted in the'mdl ^rem^tofy terms, upon her 
hufband's renouncing all commerce with the old 
lad of the caftle ana his adherents ; and Mr. 
Gamaliel having by this time contradled other 
firiendfliips, readily fubmitted to her will, nay 
even renifed 4o communicate with the common 

M 5 4<itft. 
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dore one nighty wbea they baj^ned to mteCr 
l^y accident at the public houfe* 

r 

CHAP. XXXII. 

« 

JiS^ commodon fend^ a challeng0 to Gamaliel, ari- 
is impofed up^tn by a waggifir invention of the Um^ 
tenant y Peregrine^, and Gauntlet, 

THIS affront Trunnion could by no means^ 
digeft : he advifed with t^e lieutenant up- 
on the fubjeft ; and the i^fult oi their confulta- 
tion was a defiance which the old cjommander 
fent to pickle,- demaadiug that he wouid me^t 
him at fuch a place on borfebaqk with a brace of 
pilloU, and give latisfadlign io^ the. flight he bad 
put upon him. 

Np thing could have afforded more ^pleafuire^o 
Jack than the ap^eptance of this challenge, 
which he delivered 'verbally to 'Mr, .Gaipajiel^ 
who- vy-as- called ou^ from the. clvib at Turtley*s 
for that purpofe^ vThe nature of this meflagQ 
had an inftaqta^^eous effe<S upon the conftitutipn 
^ the pacific Pickle, wbofe bowels yearned with 
a^prehenfionj ^wj undexwenj^ fiich wlent agita- 
tion on the fpot, jjiat ofo^ would hay^ t)io.ught; 
the' operation proceeded from fome fevj^re jpk^ 
of the apothecary which be h^d fwallowedfia hi» 
beer- \ -■' , '••- ', ; .j , 

The meffenger defpairiag^ of 'a fatisfadlory an- 
&ver, left hiiji '\n tbis woeful cocidition ; and' 
h&ixig^ loth ,to lofe any opportunity of raifing tfee 

laugh 
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Im^h againft the commodore, went immediately 
and communicated the whole affair to the young 
gentlemen, intreating them, for the love of God, 
tp concert forae means of bringing old Hannibal 
into the field. The two friends relifhed the pro- 
pofai, and after fome deliberation, it was re- 
iblved that Hatchway fhould tell Trunnion his 
invitation was accepted by Gamaliel, who would 
meet him at the place appointed, with his fecohd> 
to*-morrow in the twilight, becaufe if cither 
0}ould fall, the other would have the better 
chance for efcaping in the dark ; that Godfrey 
ihould perfonate old Pickle's friend, and Pere- 
grine reprefent his own father, while the lieute-^ 
iiarnt fliould take care in loading the pifiols ta 
keep out the fhot, fo that no damage might be 
done in the rencounter. 

Thefe circumftances being adjufled, the lieu- 
tenant returned to his principal with a moft thun- 
dering reply from his antagonift, whofe coura-r 
geous behaviour, tho' it could not intimidatet 
did not fail to ailonifii the commodol^, who a- 
fcribed it to the fpirit of his wife, which had in^ 
fpired him. Trunnion that inilant de&ed hi» 
counfellor to prepare his cartridgc-»box, and ordejf 
the quieteft horfe in the ft?ble to be- kept re»iy^ 
faddkd for the occaficwi ; his eye feemed to lighten 
with alacrity and pleafure at the profpe£l of imell- 
ing gunpowder once more before his death ; and 
when Jack advifed him to make his will^ in cafe 
of accident, he rejefted his counfel with difdain^ 
faying, " What ! doft think that Hawfer Trun- 
nion, who has ftood the fire of fo many floating 
batteries, runs any rifk from the loufy pops of a 
land-mau? Thou flialt fee, thou fhalt fee how 
I'll make him lower his topfails/- Next day 

M 6 Pere- 
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Peregrine and the foldier provided themf^V«r 
with horfes at the public houfe, from whence, at 
the deftined hour, they rode to the field of battle, 
ieach of them being muffled in a great coat, which, . 
with the dimnefs of the light, effedliially (hieldedt^^ 
them from the knowledge of the one-eyed com-« 
mander,. who having taken horfe, on pretence of. 
€njo)dng the frefli air, foon appeared with Hatch- 
way in his rear. When they came within fight 
of each otbeF, the feconds advanced, in order tO' 
divide the ground, and regulate the meafures of 
the combat ; when it was xktermined- by mutual'^ 
confent, that two piftols fliould be difcharged on*, 
each fide, and that if neither fhould prove deci- 
sive, recourie muft be had to the broad-fwords,- 
ki order ta af certain die victory, Thefe articles 
bein]g fettled, the opponents rode forward to their* 
i^fpeftive Rations, when Peregrine cocking his 
piftol, and prefenting, counterfeited his^ father*^ 
voice, bidmng Trunnion take care of his re- 
maining eye. The commodore took his advice, 
being unwilling to hazard his day-light, and very- 
ddiberatdy oppofed the patchod fide of his face^ 
tO' the imKzle of his antagonift^s piece, defiring 
hinjt to do his duty without further jaw. The 
yoimg man accorcfingly fired, and the diftance 
being fraall, the wad of his piftol took place with 
a fmart &roke on the forehead of Trunnioni 
who miftaking it f6r a ball, which he thought 'was 
lodged in his brain^ fpurred-up.his fteed in a ftate 
©f defperation towards his antagonifi, and hold- 
ing Kis piece within two yard» of his body, let it 
off, without any regard to the laws of battle* 
SurpriTed and enraged to fte it had made no ini<- 
preffion, he hallooed in a terrible tone, "Of 
damn ye^ you have got your netttog ftufied, I 
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let ;*' and advancing, diftharged hk fecond pif-^ 
tol fo- near his godfon's head^ that had he notr 
been defend^ bv hb great coat, the powder muft 
have fcordied his face. Having thus thrown 
«way his fire, he remained at the mercy of Pere- 
grine, who clapping the piece he had in refervo 
10 • Ins head,' o^mmanded him to beg his life, and 
aft paardoR for his-preiiimption. The commodore 
made no^ ^ply to this imperious injun6lion, but 
dropping his pifiol, and unfheathing his broad-^ 
fword in an inftant, attacked our hero with fuch 
incredible agility, that if he had not made fhift 
to ward off the ftroke with his piece, the adven- 
ture, in all likelihood, would have turned out 
a very tragical joke. Peregrine finding it would 
be in vain for him to think of drawing his wea- 
pon, or of ftanding on the defenfive againft this 
furious aggreflbr, very fairly clapt fpurs to his 
nag, and fought his fafety in flight. Trunnion 
purfued him with infinite eagernefs, and his fteed 
being the better of the two, would have over- 
taken -tlie fugitive to his peril, had he not been, 
unfortunately encountered by the boughs of a 
tree, that happened to fland on his blind fide, 
and incommoded him fo much, that he was fain 
to quit his fword, and lay hold on the mane, in» 
order to maintain his feat. Perry perceiving his 
difailer^ wheeled about, and now* finding leifure^ 
to produce his weapon, retuilied upon his dif- 
am^ foe, brand! ihing his Ferrara, threatening 
to make him ihorter by the head, if he would 
not immediately crave quarter and yield. There 
was nothing farther from the intention of the old 
gentleman than fuch fubmiffion, which he flatly 
]:efufed to pay, alleging tiiat he had already 
compelled his enemy to clap on all his fails, and 
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that his own piei^pt niiifpctiHie was owiiig t6 oc^^ 
eident, all oi^ a^if a (hip fliould b^ attacked^ 
^fter (he had been Qblig^d to heave jiief gunsovQi* 
board in a ftorm. * . 

Before Peregrine had tins^ to imfwer this re- 
monilrance, the lieutenant interpofed« and taking 
cognizance of the cafe^ eftablifted a- truce, until 
he and the other fecond {hould difcufs and decide 
upon the merits ot the caufe. Tliey accordingly 
retired to a fmall dijftance, and after having con- 
ferred a few minutes. Hatchway returned, and 
pronounced the commodore vanquifeed by the 
chance of war. 

Never was rage more traafported than that 
which took polfeffion of old Hannibal, when he 
heard the fentence : it was forae time before he 
could utter aught, except the reproachful lex- 
preflion, Tou lie I which he repeated more than 
twenty times, in a fort of delirious infenliility. 
When he recovered the further ufe of fpeech, he 
abuFed the arbitrators with fuch bitter inveflives^ 
renouncing their fentence, and appealing to ano- 
ther trial, that the confederates began to repent 
of having carried the joke ib far ; and Peregrine^ 
in order to appeafe his choler, owned liimfelf 
overcome. 

This acknowledgment calmed the tumult of 
Bis wrath, though he could not for fome days 
forgive the lieutenant ; and the two young gen- 
tlemen rode back to Tunley's, while Hatchway^ 
taking the commodore's horfe by the bridle, re- 
condofted him to his man(ion, .growling all the. 
way to Jack for his unjuft and unfriendly decree \ 
though he Could not help obferving, as how he 
had made his words good, in making his adver- 
&ry ilrike his top-fails : ** And yet (faid he) be* 
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Site God i I thmk tfae fsUow V head is made of a 
wool-^ack; for my fliot rebounded from his- 
hce like a wad of ^u»-yam from the walls of 
a ftip. Bat if fo be that fon of a bitch of a tree 
had'nt come athwart my weather-bow, d'ye fee,.. 
PU be damn'd if I had'nt fnapt his main yard in* 
the flings, and ma)diap let out his bulge water 
into the bar^." He feemed particularly vain 
of this' exploit, which dwelt v^on his imagina** 
tion, and was cherilhed as the child of his old 
age ; for tho' he could not with decency rehearfe 
it to the young men and his wife at f upper, he 
gave flirewd hints of his own manhood, even at 
thefe years, and attefted Hatchway as a voucher 
for his mettle ; while the triumvirate, diverted 
by his vanity, enjoyed in fccret the fuccefe o£ 
their impofition^ 

CHAP. XXXIII. 

Peregrine take,s cleave of his aunt an^ftfteryfets 
Qiufrom the garriforiy parts with his uncle atiif 
Hatchway m the road^ and with his governor 
arrives infafety at Dover. 

THIS, however, w^s the laft effort of in*- 
vention which they praSifed upon him \ 
and ^very thing being now prepared for the de- 

Sarture of liis godfon, that hopeful youth in two 
ays took leav^ of ^jlhis friends in the neigh* 
bourhood. He was clofetted Xvio' whole hoursv 
with his aunt, who enriched him with many pi- 
ous advices, recapitulated all the benefits which, 
tliroug^her means, had been conferred upon him; 
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i&ice' his iniancy, cautioned him againll tBe 
temptations of lewd women, who bring many a 
man to a morfel oi bread, laid ftriSt injun£iioiDs 
^upon him to live in the fear of the Lord, and 
4he true proteftant faith,- to efchew quarrels and 
contention, to treat Mr. Jolter with reverence 
^and regard, and above all things to abfiain from 
the beaftly fin of drunkennefs, which expofed a - 
■man to the fcom and contempt of his fellow^* 
creatures,^ and by divefting him of reafon and re* 
ilexion, renders him fit for all manner of vice 
and debauchery. She recommended to him oeco-^ 
nomy and the care of bis^ hcakh, bade him re* - 
member the honour of his ^amiily, and imall the 
circumfiances of Iiis beliaviour^ aflured him, that 
he might always^pend uponr the firiendfliip^ and^ 
generofity of the conamodore. Fixudlyy •prefest* 
ing him with her own pidure fet in gpld^ and a- 
kundred goinear from her privy pune; flie em- 
i)raced him afieAionately, and wifhed him all- 
manner of happiiiefs and profperky. « 

Being thus kindly difmiffed by Mrs. Trum-iiow^ > 
he locked himfelf iip with' his fffter Julia, whom 
he admonifhfcd to cultivate her auirt with the moft ^ 
complaifant and refpeftfiil attention^ without 
ftooping to any circumfiance of fubmiflion that 
flie ihould jud^e unworthy of her pradice ; he ' 

Erotefted that his • chief ftudy fhould be -to make 
er amends for the privilege fliehad forfeited by 
her affedion fbr him'j intreated-her to enter 
into no engagement without \m knowledge and 
approbation-; put into -herirand the* purfe which* 
lie had received from his aunt, to defray her 
pocket expences in his aWcnce, and parted front 
ker, not without ttvh after flbe had for fome- 

minuter 
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mmutes-^ Imng/ about hi»« neck> Mfling Idm and 

weeping in the meft pathetic filence. 

Having performed thefe duties of affeftion and 
confanguinity over night, he went to bed, and 
was, by his own diie6tion, called-at four o'clock, 
in the morning, when he found the poft-chaife, 
coach and rid*ng*borfes ready at the gate, his 
friends Gauntlet and Hatchway on foot, the com- 
modore himfelf almoft dreffed, and every fervant 
in the garrifonaffembled in the yard, to wifh him 
a good journey. *0ur hero (hook each of thefe 
humble friends by the hand, tipping them at the 
fame time with marks of his bounty ; and was 
very much furprized when he could not perceive 
his oldattendant Pipes among the number. When 
he expreffed his wonder at this difrefpeSfiil omif** 
fion of Tom, fome of thofe prefent ran to his 
chamber, in order to give him a call, but his. 
hammock and room were both deferted, and thev 
foon returned with an account of his having elopea» 
Peregrine was diflurbed at this information, be** 
lieving that the fellow had taken fome defperate 
courfe in confequence of his- being difmiffed from 
his fervice, and began to wifli that he had induk 
ged his inclination, by retaining him ftill about 
his perfon. However, as there was now no 
other remedy, he recommended him ftrenuoufly to 
the particular favour and diftinSion of his uncle 
and Hatchway, in cafe he fliould appear again ; 
and as he went out of the gate, was faluted with 
three chears by all the domeftics in the family. 
The conunodore, Gauntlet, lieutenant. Peregrine 
and Jolter went into the coach together, that they 
might enjoy each other's convenation as much as 
pomble, refolving to breakfaft at an inn i:^n thb 
rpad, where Trunnion and Hatchway iutencibd^ 



\ 
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to bid our adventurer farewel ; the vakt de chaffl*^ 
bre got into the poft-chaife, the French lacquey 
rode one horfe, and led another, one of the valet$ 
of the garrifon mounted at the back of the coach ; 
and thus the cavalcade fet oat on the road to Do- 
ver» As the commodore could not bear the fa- 
tigue of jolting, they tfavelled at an eafy pace 
during the firft flage ; fo that the old genclemaa) 
had an opportumty of communicating his exhort- 
ations to his godfen, with regard to his condud^ 
abroad ; he adviled him, now that he was going, 
into foreign parts,, to be upon his guard againft 
the fair weather of the French poatefle, whicl^ 
was no naons to he trufted than «twhirlpool at {ea^^ 
He obiervedtbat many yomg naea had gone to* 
Paris with good cargoes, of fetife, andTetumed^ 
with a great deal £>f casivas, aiid no baJbft at all,., 
whereby they became craiik all the days of their 
lives, and fometimes carried thetr keels above wa- 
.ter. He defired Mr. Joker to keep his pupil put 
of the duties of thofe (harlung prieAs wfaa tie in^ 
ynit to make converts of all young Arangers, daoA 
m a particular manner cautioned the youth againft 
carnal converfation with the Parifian dames, who^, 
he under flood, were no better than gaudy fire- 
fliips ready primed with death anj deflruAion. 

Peregrine liftened with great rcfpeft, thanking 
him for his kind admonitions, wliich he faithfully 
promifed to obfervc. They halted andibreakfafted 
at the end of the flage, whew Joker provided 
himfelf with a horfe, and the <»mmodore fettled 
the method of correlponding with his nephew. 
The minute of parting being arrived, the old com*- 
mander wrung his godfon by the hand, faying, 
** I wiih thee a profperous voyage and good cheer, 
wy lad.; my tinEdjer&arc now a little crazy, d'ye 
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fefs^ SEHid^&od lusaws if I fiiaU^lKep iafloat ^'f Hj 
fuch tijpne as I fee thee again-; but howfonlever,, 
hap what will, thou wilt find thyfelf in a condi** 
lion to keep invthe line with the bcft of diy fel* 
lows . " He then •■ reminded Gauntlet of his pror 
mife to call at the garrifon in his retusn itma Do* 
ver, and imparted fomething. in. a whifper to the- 
governor, while J^ck .Hatchway, unable tofpeak^ 
pulled his hat/over his cyeSj and £queezing Pere*^ 
grine by the hand, gave him an iron piftol of cu-p 
xious workmanQiip, as a memorial of his friend- 
fliip* Our youth,, who was not unmoved on this., 
occaiion, received the pledge, which he acknow-^ 
tiedged vfixh tj|^e psefeot of a filver tdbacco-iiox^ 
bought for that puipofe ^ and the two lads of the- 
oafUe getting, into die coach, were driven h(»ne«- 
awards, in a fiate of filent dejeftiom 

Godfrey and Peregrine feated diemfelves in the 
ipoft-chaife, suxd Jc^r, the valet de chancre and 
lacquey, heftriding their beafts, they proceeded 
for the place of their defiinadon, at which they^ 
trriiVed in fafety that fame night, and befpoke a 
paflage in tiie pacquet*>boat which was to fail neXt- 
day. 

CHAP. XXXIV. 

£K? adjufts the method of his correfpondence with^ 
Gauntlet ; meets by actident with an Italian/ 
Charlatan^ and a certain apothecary^ who proves 
to be a noted chara^er. 

HERE the two friends ad jufted the arti- 
cles of their future correfpondence, and/ 
Peregrine having written a let^r to his nriflrefs», 

where::- 
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wherein he ttncwed his former vows ofttexrd 
fidelity, it was entrufted to the care of her bro^ 
ther, while Mr. Joker, at the defire of his pupiF, 
provided an- efegaat fupper, and fonre excellent 
Burgundy, that they might fpend this eve ef his 
departure with the greater enjoyment .. 

Things being thus difpofed, and a fervant em^ 
ployed m laying the cIoth» their ears were of a; 
iudden invaded by a ftrange tumultuous- noife in 
the next room, occafioned by the overthrow of 
tables, chairs and glafles^ with odd unintelligible 
exclamations in broken French, and a jargon of 
threats in the Wellh dialcft. Our young gentle- 
men ran immediately into the ^artment from 
whence this clamour feemei to proieeed, and 
found a thin meagre fwarthy figure gafping in all 
the agony of fear, under the hands of a fquat; 
thick, hard-featured man, who collared him with 
great demonftfations' of wrath, faying, " If yott 
was as mighty a magician as Owen Glendower,. 
or the witch of Entor, look you,, ay or as Paul 
3eor himfelf, I will meke pold, by the afliflance 
of Got^ and.in..his Majefty's naam, to feize and 
fecure, and confine and, confront ycuj, until fuck 
time as you fuffer and endure and undergo the 
pains and penalties of the law, for your diabolical 
pra6tices. Shent laments, added he, turning to 
our adventurers, I take you to witnefs that I pro- 
teft and affert and avow that this perfon is as pig 
a necromancer as you would defire to behold; 
and I fugplicate. and befeech and intreat of ypu, 
that he may be prought.pefore his petters, and 
compelled to give an account of his compact: and 
-comnierce with the imps- of darknels, look you ; 
for as I am a chriftian foul, and hope for joyful 
xdxLxr^xoxiy. I^bavethispleifed eyening feetx him 
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perform fuch things as could not be done whli"- 
out the -aid and infl;ru<9;ion and connivance of the 
Tevil." 

Oauntlet feemed to enter into the fentimenti 
of this Welfh reformer, and a<9:ually laid hold 
on the-^linquent's flioulder, crying, ** Damn 
the rafcal I I'll lay any wager th^ he's a Jefuit ^ 
for none of his order travel without a familiar/* 
But Peregrine, who looked upon the affair in 
another point of vrew, interpofed in. behalf of the 
ilranger, whom he freed from his aggreflbrs, 
obferving that there was no occafion to ufe vio- 
lence, and afked in French what he had done to 
incur the cenfure of the informer. The poor fo- 
reigner, more dead than alive, anfwered that he 
was an Italian charlatan, .^ho had pradtifed with 
fome reputation in Padua, until he had the mif- 
fortune to attraft the notice of the Inquifition, by 
exhibiting certain wonderful performances by hig 
*fldll in natural knowledge, which that tribunad 
xonlidered as the effefb of forcery, and perfe- 
cuted him accordingly ; fo that he had been fain 
to make a precipitate retreat into France, where 
not finding his account in his talents, he was 
aiow arrived in England, with a view of prac- 
ftifing his art in London ; and that in confequencc 
of a fpecimen which be had given to accompany 
below, the choleric gentleman had followed him 
ftip flairs to his own apartment, and aflaulted him 
tin that inliofpitable manner. He therefote ear- 
deftly begged that our hero would take him under 
his proteftion ; and if he entertained the leafl 
fufpicion of his employing preternatural meant 
in the operations of his art, he would freely com- 
municate all the fecrets in his pofTeffion. 

The youth difpelled bis a]^^ichcQ£iou^ b^ ^& 
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furing him that he was in no danger of fufFermt 
for his art in England, where, if ever he fhouie 
be queftioned by the zeal of fuperftitious indivi- 
duals, he had nothing to do but appeal to the 
next juftice-of the peace, who would immediately 
acquit him of the charge, and punifli his aecufcfs 
for their impertinence and indifcretion^ 

He then told Gauntlet and the Welfliman, tha^t 
the ftranger had a good aftion againft them foir 
an afiaulr, '^by virtue of an aft of parliament, 
which makes it criminal for any perfon to accufe 
; another of forcery and witchcraft, thefe idle na- 
tions being now jnftly exploded by 411 fenfible 
vmen. Mr. Jolter, who had by this time joined 
'the company, could not helpfignifying his diffeirt 
from this opinion of his pupil, <which he 'cndea- 
«voured to invalidate by the authority of Scripture, 
"^quotations from the fathers, and the confeffion of 
^many wretches who fuffered death for having car- 
ried on correfpondence ^th evil fpirits, together 
with the evidence of Saltan's Invilible World, 
fand Moreton's HiftoryK>f Witchcraft. 

The foldier corroborated thefe teftimonies by 
fafls that had happened within the fphere of his 
own knowledge, and in particular mentioned the 
cafe of an old woman of the parifli in which he 
was bom, who ufed to transform herfelf into the 
(hapes of fundry animals, and was at laft killed 
by fmall fhot in the charafter of an hare. The 
Welfliman thus fupportcd, expreffed his furprife 
at hearing that the legiflature had fhewn fuch 
tendernefs for criminals of fo dark a hue ; and 
offered to prove by undeniable inflances, that 
there was not a moiintain in Wales, which had 
not been in his memory the fcene of necromancy 
•«nd witchcraft y ** Whciefote^ (aid he^ I am af- 
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furedly more than apove aflonifhed and con- 
bunded and concern«d, that the parliament of 
^Great Pritain fhould in their great wifdoms, and 
their prudence, and their penetration, give coun- 
tenance' and encouragement, look you, to the 
works of darknefs and the empire of Pelzepup.; 
ofer and apove the evidence of holy writ, and 
thofe writers who have been quoted by that ag- 
gurate and learned fhentleman, we are informed 
by profane hiftory, of the pribbles and pranks of 
the old ferpent, in the bortents and oragles of an- 
tiquity ; as you will find in that moft excellent 
liiftorian Bolypius, and Titus Lifius ;^ ay, and 
moreofer, in the commentaries of Julius Csefar 
himfelf, who, as the ole world knows, was a moft 
famous, and a moft faliant, and a moft wife, and ^ 
a moft prudent, and a moft fortunate chieftan, 
-and a moft renowned orator ; ay, and a moft ele- 
gant writerto boot,'* 

Peregrine did not think proper to eriter the? 
lifts of difpute with three fuch obftinate antago- 
nifts ; but contented himfelf with faying, that he 
Hjelieved it would be no difficult matter to im- 
pugn the arguments they had advanced ; though 
he did not find himfelf at all difpofed to under- 
takethe tafk, which muft of courfe break in upofi 
fthe evening's entertainment. He therefore invited 
rthe Italian -to fupper, and afked the fame favour 
of his accufer, who feemed to have fomething 
curious and chara6leriftic in his manner and dil- 
pofition, refolving to make himfelf an eye-wit- 
nefs of thofe furprifing feats, which had given 
-offence to the choleric Briton. This fcrupulous 
gentleman thanked our hero for his courtefy, but 
declined communicating with the ftranger, until 
liis charader fliould be further cxi^kiusd -^ vix^o^iL 
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nvhich his inviter, after fome con verfation with 
the charlatan, afTured him that he would himfelf 
undertake for the innocence of his art ; and then 
he was prevailed upon to favour them with his 
company. 

In the courfe of the oonveifation. Peregrine 
learnt that the Welfhman was a furgeon of Can- 
terbury, who had been called into a confultation 
at Dover, and underftanding that his name was 
Morgan, took the liberty of afldng if he was not 
the perfon fo refpedfully 'mentioned in the Ad- 
ventures of Roderick Random. Mr. Morgan af- 
iiimed a look of gravity and injportance at this 
interrogation, and fcrewing up his mouth, an- 
fwered, ** Mr. Rantuni» my goot fir, I believe 
Vpon my confcience and falfation, is my very 

food f rient and well-wiflier ; and he and I have 
een companions and meffmates and fellow-fuf- 
fcrcrs, look you; but neverthelefs for all that, 
peradventure, he hath not pehaved with fo much 
complaifance and afiabilityand reQ)e^, as I might 
have expcfted from him ; pecaufe he hath re- 
vealed and tivulged and bupliflied our private af- 
fairs, without my knowledge and privity and con- 
fent ; but as Got is ray 'Safiour, I think he had 
no evil intention in his^pelly ; and though there 
be certain perfons, -look you, who, as I am told^ 
take upon them to laugh at His 3efcriptions^of my 
perfon, deportment and converfation, 1 do af- 
firm and maintain, and infift with my heart, and 
my plood and iny foul, that thofe perfons are no 
petter than ignorant afles, and that they know 
not how'to difcern and diflinguiffi and denne true 
ridicule, or as Ariftotle calls it, the to GeloioHy no 
more, Hook you, than a herd of mountain goats; 
for I will make pojd to obferve, and I hope this 
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spot company will be of the fame opinion, thafr 
there is nothing faid ef me in that performance, 
which is unworthy of a chriftian and ^ ihentie* 
man.*' 

Our young gentleman and his friends acqui-*^ 
^fced in the juftnefs of his obfervation. Pere- 
' grine particularly aiftired him, that from reading 
the book, he had conceived the utmoft regard 
and veneration for his chara£ler ; and that he 
thought himfelf extremely fortunate in having 
this opportunity of enjoying his converfation. 
Morgan, not a little proud of fuch advances from 
a perfon of Peregrine's appearance, returned the 
compliment with a profufion of civility, and, in 
the warmth of acknowledgment, expreffed a de*- 
fire of feeing him and his company at his houfe 
in Canterbury : *' I will not pretend, or prefume, 
kind fir, faid he, to entertain you - according t^ 
your merits and deferts ; but you fhall be as wel- 
come to my po<?r cottage, and my wife and fa* 
mily, as tne Prince of Wales himfelf; and if 
jQiall' go hard, if one way or other, I do not find 
ways and means^ of making you confefs that there 
jis fome goot fellowfliip in an antient Priton : for 
though I am no petter than a fimple s^othecary^ 
I have as goot plood circulating in my veins, as 
any he in the county ; and I can defcribe and de- 
lineate and demonfirate my pedigree tp the fatis- 
fadion of the *ole 'orld ; and moreofer, by Got's 
goot providence and aff.flance, I can afford to 
treat my friend with a joint of goot mutton, and- 
a pottle of excellent wine, and no tradefman can 
peard me with a bill." He was congratulated 
on his happy fituation, and affured that our youth 
would vifit him on his return from France, 
provided he ihould take Cbmterbory in bis route. 
Vol. I. . N t^ 
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•As Peregrine manifefted an inclination of hting 
acquainted with the Aate ofhisafiairs, ha very 
conaplaifantly fatisfied his curiofity, by giving 
him to know that his fpoufe had left off breiBd- 
ing after havhig bleffed him with two boy$ and a 
girl, who were fiill alive and well ; that he lived 
in good efieem with his neighbours, and by his 
^a&ice, which was confiderably extended itnme- 
tUately after.tbe publication of Roderick Random, 
had faved fome thoufand pounds. . He had be- 
^n to think of retiring among jus own relations 
m Glamorganfhire, though tus wife bad made 
ohjedion to this pxopofal, and of^X)led the execu- 
tion of it with fuch obftinacy, that he had been 
•at infinite pains in aflerting his own prerogative^ 
by convincing her, both from reafon and example, , 
that he was kmg and prieft in his own family^ 
and that (be ow^ the moll implicit fubmiffion to 
his will. He likewife informed the company^^ 
that he had lately feen his friend Roderick, who 
had come from London on purpofe to vifit him, 
after iiaving gained his law-fuit with Mr. Tope- 
hall, who was obliged to pay Narciffa's fortune; 
that Mr. Random^ in ail appearance, led a very 
happy life in the conversation of his father and -. 
bedfellow, by whom he enjoyed a fon and daugh- 
ter V ^^ ^^^ Moi^n had received in a prefeat : 
from him, a piece of very fine linen of his wife's 
own making, feveral kits of falmOn, and two . 
cafks of pickled pork, the mofl delicate he had . 
ever tafted ; together with a barrel of cxcdlcnt 
herrings for fafraagundy, wlich he knew to be. 
his favourite difli. 

This topic of converfation being difcufied, the 
itadian was- defired • to exhibit a fpecimen of his 
•art^ andinafi;wmiiiittes«coQdiii£iedthe€omps^ 
^ V '. - .- .into. 
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youth and defpen^iont durft execiUe a writ upon 
me without a dozen followers ; and the jufticc* 
.tfiemfelves trembled when I was brought before 
them. 

I was once maimed by a carman, with whom 
I>quarreUed, becaufe he ridiculed my leek on St. 
David's day ; my Ikull was fradured by a but- 
dier's cleaver, on the like occarion. I have been 
run through the body five times, and loft the tip 
of my left ear by a piilol bullet. In a rencounter 
of ttus kind, having left my antagonift for deai^ 
I was wife enough to make my retreat into 
France; and a few days after my arrival at 
Paris entered into conver&tion with fome officeis 
on the fu^jeA of poUtics, a dilute arofe, in 
.which I loft my tenqper, and fpoke ib irreverently 
of the Grand Aignarque^ that next morning i 
was fen£ to the Baflilei by virtue of a Lettre dt 
Caehtt* There I remained for fome months, de^ 
prived of all intercourfe with rational creatures ;. 
a circumftance for wiuch I was not forr)', as I 
bad the; nioi>e tiise toprojed fchemes of revem 
againft the tyrant who coofined me, and tl 
wretch ,who had betrayied my private converfk- 
tion :. but tired* at .length, with thele fruitiefs 
fuggeftions, I was fain to unbend the feverity of 
my thoughts by a correfpondcnce with fome m- 
duArious fpiders, \vrho had hung my dungeon 
with their iiigienioMS labours. 

1 confideied their work with fuch attention,, 
tliat I foon became an adept i» the myfiery of 
weaving, and furniftied myfelf with as many 
ufefvd obfervations and refle<SlioiHon that art,, as 
will compofe a very curious treatife, which IJn^ 
tend to bequeath to the Royal Society, for the^ 
besefit of our woollen mantt£ft£hu:e ; and this^ 
L *. 1 O 3 V\\^ 
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with a. view to perpetuate my own name, rather 
than befriend my country: for^ thank heaven i 
I am weaned from all attachments of that kind; 
gnd look upon myfelf as one ^ery little obliged to 
any fociety whatfoever. Although I prefided with 
abfolute power over this long-fegg'd community, 
and difiributed rewards and punilhments to each, 
according to his deferts, I grew impatient of 
my fituatipn ; and my natural difpofition, one 
day, prevailing, like a fire which had long been 
fmothered^ I wreaked the fury of my indignation 
upon my innocent fubjeds, and in a twinkling 
deftroyed the v^ole race. While I was employed 
in this general maflacre, the turnkey, who 
brought me food, opened the door, and per- 
ceiving my tranfport, (hrugged up his ihoulders^ 
and leaving my allowance, went out pronounc- 
ing, Li pauvre diable ! la the lai tourne. My 
paflion no fooner fubfided than I refolved to profit 
by this opinion of the jailor, and from that day 
counterfeited lunacy with fuch fuccefs, that in le» 
than three months I was delivered from the Bat- 
tile, and fent to the galleys, in Which they thought 
my bodily vigour might be of fervice, although 
tte faculties of my mind were decayed. Befone 
1 was chained to the oar, I received three hundred 
ftripes by way of welcome, that I might thereby 
be rendered more tracSlable, notwithftanding I 
ufed all the arguments in my power to perfuade 
diem, I WB.S only mad northy north wefly and when 
the wind was^ foutherlyy knew a hawkf^om an hand 
faw* 

In our fecond cruize we had the good fortune 
to, be overtaken by a tempeft, during which the 
ilaves were unbound, that they might contribute 
the more to the prelervation of theg^ley, ani 

have 
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ac^e a chance for their lives, in cafe of (hipwrodkt 
We were no fooner at liberty, than making our-* 
felves mailers of tlie veflel, we robbed the omcers^ 
and ran her on (hore among rocks on the coaft of 
Portugal ; frcmi whence I haftened to Liflx>n, 
with a view of obtaining my pafTage in fome (hip 
bound for England, where, by this time, I hoped 
my affair was forgotten. 

' But before this fcheme could be accompliihed^ 
my evil genius led me into company ; and being 
intoxicated, I began to broach dodrines on the 
fubjed of religion, at which fome of the partie 
were fcandalized and incenfed ; and I was next 
day dragged out of bed by the officers of the in- 
quifition, and^conveyed to a cell in the prifon be- 
fonging* to that tribunal ^ 

At my ftrft examination** my refentment was 
ftrong enough to fupport me - under the torture 
which I endured without flinching ; but my relo- 
lution abated, and my zeal immediately cooled, 
when I underftood from a fetlow-prifooer, who 
groaned on the other fide of the partition, that in 
a fhort time there would be an^ Jute da Fef\ in 
confequence of which Ifhould, in all probability, 
be doomed to the flames, if I would not renounce 
my heretical errors, and fubmit to fuch penance 
as^ the church fliould think fit to prefcribc, Thift 
miferable wretch was conviSed of Jiidaifm, whick 
he had privately pradifed, Jby connivance for many 
years, until he had amaifed a fortune fuffierent tD 
attradi the regard of the church* To tliis he feU 
a facrifice, and accordingly prepared himfelf for 
the ftake ; while I, not at all ambitious of the, 
crown of martyrdom, refolved to temporife : fo 
that, when I was brought to the queition the 
'fecondtime^ I made a folemn recantation. KhU 

'4 \ \a^ 
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liftd no worldly fortune to oUtru£l m^ falvatiotty 
I was received into the bofopirof the chiircb» and, 
Jby way of penance, enjoined to walk barefoot 10 
Home, in the h^it of a pilgrim^ 

During my peregrination through Spain, I was 
detained as a fpy, until I could procure credentials 
from the inquifnion at Lifbon ; and behaved with 
fuch refolution and referve, that, after being re- 
^leafed, I wa4 deemed a proper perfon to be em^ 
ployed in* quality ctf a iecret intelligencer, at a 
certain court. This office I undeitook without 
Jieiitation ; and being furniihed with n^oney and 
bills of credit, croffed the Pyrenees, with intention 
to revenge myfelf upon tl>e Spaniards for the fe- 
verities 1 had undergone,^ during my captivity. 

Having therefore effe61ually cKfguifed myfelf by 
-a* change of drefs, aod a l^rge patch on one eye, 
I hired an equipage, and appeared at Bologna, in 
quality of an itinerant phyiician; in which capa^ 
city I fucceeded tolerably well, till nay fervants 
decamped in the night, with my baggage, and left 
.me in the condi|tion of Ad^m. In (hort, I have 
travelled over the greateil part of Europe, as a beg- 
gar, pilgrim, prieli, foldi^, gameller and quack; 
and felt. the extremes of indigence and opulence, 
with the inclemency of weather, in all its viciffi- 
tudes. 1 have learned that the chara6lers of man- 
.kind are every where the fame ; that common 
iicnfe and honefty bear an infinitely fmall propor- 
tion to foUy and vice; and that life is at beft a 
paukry province. 

After having fuffered innumerable hard(hif3, 
dangers, aiKl difgraces, I returned to London, 
where I lived fome years in a garret, and picked 
Wf a fub&fience, fuch as it was, by vending purges 
in the ifareets, from the back of a pied horfe ; in 
>.: I . whicl3t 
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iiito the next room, where, to their great aftoniShi - 
ment and affright, they beheH a thoufand ferpents • 
winding along the cieling> Moi^an, ftruck widi . 
.this phacnomenon, which he had not feen before^ - 
4)egan to utter exorcifms with great devotion, Mx- 
Jolter ran terrified oatiof the room, Gasintiet drew 
"his hanger, and Pe/^rine hiarfelf was 'dafcon^ 
certed. The operator perceiving their conftifio^v 
defired them to tetire, and caHtng them back In 
an inftant, the^e was not a viper to be 'feen. He 
xafifed their admiration by fundry otiier fierfonn- 
ances, and the Welcbman's fonner opinion and/ 
abhorrence of his charafibcr began to recur, when, 
in confideration of the civility- with ^ich he had : 
.been treated, this Italian in^rted to them all tlie 
methods by which he had aided fuch wonders, , 
that were no other thai the "cffc'ds of natural ' 
caufes curioufly combined ; fo that Morgan be- 
came a convert to his (kill, afked pardon for the 
fiifpicion he had entertained, and invited the 
ftranger to pafs a few days with him at Canter- 
bury. The fcruples of Godfrey and Jolter were 
removed at the feme time^ and P6regrinc teftified ' 
his fatisfadioa by an handfome gratuity which he 
bellowed upon their entertainer. 

The evening being fpent in this fociable man- 
neri every man retired to his refpedive chamber, 
and next morning they breakfafted together, when 
-Moflrgan declared he would ftay till he (hoXild fee 
our hero fairly embarked, that he might have the 
pkafure of Mr. Gauntlet's company to his own 
habitation; mean while, by the fkipper*s advice, 
the fervants were ordered to carry a ftore of wine 
and provifion on board in cafe of accident; and 
as the packet-boat could not fail before one 
o'clock, the company! walked lip hill to vifit the 
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caftle, where they faw the fword of Julius Csefar, 
and Queen Elizabeth's pocket pinol, repeated 
Shakefpeare's defcription, while they furveyed the 
chalky cliffs on each (ide, and caft their eyes to^ 
wards the city of Calais, that was obfcured by a 
thick cloud which did not much regale their 
eye fight, becaufe it feemed to portend foul 
weather. 

Having viewed every thins remarkable in this 
place, they returned to the prer, where, after the 
compliments of parting, and an afikdionate em- 
brace between the two young gentlemen, Pere- 
grine and his governor ftept aboard, the kih 
were hoilled, and they went to fea with a fair 
wind, while Godfrey, Morgan, and the conjurer 
walked back to the inn, from whence they fet out 
for Canterbury before dinner. ^ 



SrSr End of the First Volume. 
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